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effort retain control over forces which have upset 
their plans and expectations. 


Everywhere the captive peoples are resisting their oppres- 
sors, and this article details their method and its meaning. 
Deprived the ability mount campaign Stalinist 
terror, the Communist Party increasingly aware the 
passive resistance rife industry, government and the 
Party itself, and its own impotence curb it. 


The transportation system Warsaw, with all its charac- 
teristic shortcomings, one the places where the Var- 
sovian sense humor and hope most evident. This re- 
port recent escapee gives insight into the problems 
transport, and into the spirit the Polish people. 


The Warsaw subway has been one the great boasts 
the Communist government. This brief, 
article gives some idea the meaning and scope the 
propaganda. 


The Soviet orbit has been brought one step closer 1984 
with the Communist proliferation the 
Satellites, making their captive peoples captive audi- 
ence. This article deals with some the political and 
technical problems raised State-controlled network. 


group the scripts broadcast Radio Free Europe 
part the coordinated campaign with the Free Europe 
Press, called ‘‘Operation The broadcasts stress the 
meaning the Opposition, the nature the first 
Ten Demands, and expose both the Czechoslovak election 
fraud and Communist tyranny. 
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developments behind the Iron Cur- 
tain pointed continued farm difficulties and 
repeated regime efforts boost crop and livestock 
production. Poland, the regime launched 
drive increase meat and milk supplies, which 
are far below consumer requirements. The serious- 
ness the current situation was revealed 
numerous press complaints about unsatisfactory animal breeding, well reports 
penalties levied against farmers guilty delivery arrears. 


Recent events also shed light Polish farm collectivization. editorial the 
Party press criticized Communists for focussing exclusively raising farm output and 
assuming that collectivization would delayed until this was accomplished. The edi- 
torial clearly stated that “Socialization” agriculture would continued the New Course 
—ostensibly, however, “voluntary That numerous Polish collectives were dis- 
solved the past year was suggested the latest official statistics “socialized” land. 
view daily press statistics the constant formation new kolkhozes the last 
three months, the total number collectives the country somewhat lower than ex- 
pected. Kolkhoz dissolution must have taken place simultaneously with the formation 
new collectives. Thus, the number Polish kolkhozniks has not increased since March, 
remaining 200,000, and the collectivized area also has remained constant—1.5 million 
hectares. reliable figures the number kolkhozes the country are available: 
official reports varied, ranging from 8,570 collectives 8,771 and 9,000. 


Bulgaria, the Communists made further efforts improve industrial 
duction, particularly cotton and tobacco. conference dealing with 
lems, the Communists revealed that although the area cultivated with tobacco was twice 
that 1939, production had increased only percent over the same period. Speakers 
the conference indicated that low tobacco output was chiefly due the fact that the 
number tobacco workers had decreased the past few years and that mechanization 
had not been sufficient make for the manpower deficit. This situation has led 
numerous work shortcomings well decreases Bulgarian tobacco exports. 


During conference cotton production, Bulgarian Communists criticized serious 
errors planting and cultivation and underscored shortcomings machine tractor work. 
The emphasis improving cotton production significant view the fact. that 
Bulgaria now plans start cultivation thin, long fibrous cotton. Hitherto, the Soviet 
Union exported raw cotton Bulgaria, which re-exported the finished products. 
cording new agreement with the USSR, Bulgaria will have rely mostly her 
own cotton for yarn and fabric for export. order stimulate both cotton and tobacco 
production, the regime recently lowered the prices consumer goods sold contract 


producers who fulfill their delivery quotas. These prices are considerably lower than the 
standard State retail prices. 


The Hungarian budget for 1954, presented Parliament June, provided further 
insight into New Course trends. Minister Finance Karoly Olt stated that 1954 invest- 
ments will reduced 3.2 billion forints compared with 1953. The budget allocates 


* 


percent the total investment funds agriculture, compared with 13.7 percent 
1953. terms total expenditures, percent will devoted the economy, 
percent social and cultural projects, percent defense, four the police force, 
and four the State administration. Budget debates revealed not only growing emphasis 
agriculture but also serious farm difficulties, and Politburo member Mihaly Farkas 
underscored peasant failure pay taxes. said that the first quarter 1954 peas- 
ants paid only 43.6 percent their taxes and April only 53.2 percent—a situation 
which endangers the maintenance balanced budget. 


Regional delegates the Czechoslovak Party Congress supplemented top Commu- 
nist complaints about farm shortcomings. Local representatives admitted that the Party 
has been isolated rural areas because its “incorrect attitude” towards the inde- 
pendent but, the same time, they complained that kolkhozes have not been 
given enough help. Other criticisms were directed towards the over-complicated system 
computing deliveries, inadequate veterinary service, incorrect planning new farm 
buildings, and the failure coordinate farm production with the farm investment pro- 
gram. Immediately after the Congress, the regime devoted maximum attention carry- 


ing out its farm emergency program, and elaborate preparations were made for this 
year’s harvest. 


Delegates the Czechoslovak Party Congress also stressed the importance rais- 
ing coal output and establishing permanent mining brigades instead relying “vol- 
unteers” and temporary workers. Speakers also discussed inefficient economic planning, 
the need recruit manpower for crucial sectors industry, and the important task 
the Party. was revealed the Congress that Party membership had de- 
clined sharply since the previous Congress 1949—from 2,311,066 1,589,234 mem- 
bers—and that present there are about 30,000 fewer members than 1948, when 
the Communists took power. Another significant aspect the Congress was the self- 
criticism practiced Education Minister Ladislav Stoll, who deplored the ignorance 
students and lashed out the excessive emphasis placed extracurricular activities. 


Other New Course events included Polish decree providing for State aid for hous- 
ing construction private individuals and building cooperatives. The regime will grant 
loans percent the building costs: private owners must repay credits within 
ten years, while cooperatives have fifteen years. While the Communists have taken con- 
crete steps alleviate the housing shortage, the 1954 State plan for housing construction 
more modest than earlier plans. Whereas 1953 the regime built 135,000 new rooms, 
only 162,000 rooms are planned for the next two years (1954-1955)—which means that 
the regime relying heavily private and cooperative building. 


implement the New Course policy reducing production costs and increasing 
productivity, Bulgarian trade union meetings placed special emphasis strengthening 
labor discipline, intensifying and applying new, work 
methods. The conferences also made clear that the trade unions must make every 
effort prevent labor turnover and absenteeism. improve trade union activity, the 
Communists have attempted simplify union organization, indicated efforts 
group unions according ministries, instead according production. Many unions 
also dropped their separate statutes and adopted the statutes the Central Council 
Trade Unions. Through this measure, the Party leadership hopes eliminate confusion 
and bureaucracy, and hopes well increase its ability use the trade unions or- 
ganizations for further implementing the New Course policies. 
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The 
Ideology 


Agitation 


“Our task continue for the future our ir- 
reconcilable struggle two fronts, against the 
Left, representing petty-bourgeois radicalism, and 
against the Right, representing 
liberalism. Our task continue our irrecon- 
cilable struggle with the conciliatory elements 
the Party which not understand pretend 
they not understand the necessity resolute 
struggle two fronts.” 


Stalin, 1929 


1930, Stalin reminded the collective farm “comrades” 
that “Lenin said: revolutionary parties which 
have hitherto perished did because they grew con- 

ceited, failed see where their strength lay, and feared 
speak their own weakness. But shall not perish, be- 
cause not fear speak our weaknesses and will 
learn overcome them.’ These words Lenin must not 
forgotten.”* But anyone forgot them—or more likely, 
ignored them—it was Stalin himself. His successors, how- 
ever, have been less powerful and more astute, and the New 
Course the Soviet empire tribute their under- 
standing that they might perish because the economic 
dislocations and political resistance engendered Stalin’s 
conceit. This New Course has brought flood confes- 
sions weakness and inefficiency. But, further, program 
overcoming those weaknesses—of realigning Communist 
economies and strengthening the Party hold its political 
system—has gradually and gropingly been emerging since 
the inauguration the new policies more than year ago. 
Amid the ambiguities and contradictions (deliberate and 
unintentional) the public statements and the gaps be- 
tween promises and fulfillments, policy has taken form 
which might called the ideology agitation. first 


Stalin his “Reply Collective Farm Pravda 
(Moscow), April 1930. The Lenin quotation from the Col- 
lected Works, vol. XXVII. 


“Miss Sophie, please call electrician immediately. have just 
lost only contact with the people.” 


zpilki (Warsaw), March 28, 1954 


ideology the Communists’ agitation having insti- 
tuted series corrective policies whose extent and appli- 
cation they have found difficult—if not impossible—to 
control. simultaneously ideology agitation-prop- 
aganda direct the newly-released social, political and 
economic forces into channels acceptable to, and manipu- 
lated the Communist Party top echelon leadership. But 
even this ideclogy has taken shape, there has been 
corresponding loss control, continuing deterioration 
the situation, and political-economic dynamism which 
continues elude Communist control. 


What essentially have the Communists promised the 
New Course? Certainly, they have not promised give 
control the government, abandon altogether Marxist- 
Leninist dogmas, and create free, democratic and com- 
petitive society. But they have promised make certain 
revisions practice (and consequent modifications, only 
temporarily, theory), both balance their economies 
and placate their restive captive peoples. More specifi- 
cally, these revisions, concessions, fall chiefly into two 
categories: bringing lagging agriculture, light industry 
and raw material base into better balance with over- 
extended heavy industry, and bringing about “upsurge 
the material and cultural well being the masses.” 
Under each these categories are large number more 
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specific measures ostensibly intended effect and imple- 


ment these revisions. 


The Communists have hit variety obstacles at- 
tempting make concrete these new policies because, 
given their authoritarian system—and the individuals and 
resources working it—they are unable effectively con- 
trol the scope, intensity and direction the multifarious 
forces set motion the shift policy and the change 
leadership. Given their human limitations 
population, confused and demoralized Party and man- 
agerial bureaucracy, shortage skilled technicians, spe- 
cialists and administrators), and their natural resources 
limitations (an inadequate fuel base, insufficient raw ma- 
terials, shortage food and consumer goods, marked defi- 
ciencies investment funds), the Communist leadership 
has nonetheless attempted treat some its problems 
without abandoning its control cancelling out its system. 
The nature and meaning their attempts can ob- 
served their agitation-propaganda. 

From the beginning the New Course the Communists 
have repeated that certain material preconditions would 
have satisfied before living standards were raised. 
These were essentially: rise labor productivity, in- 
crease agricultural yield per hectare, greater and better 
quality production, more profitable organization and oper- 
ation productive facilities, and the introduction the 
“best” technical methods working and farming, managing 
and administering. All these things the Communists have 
attempted extort from impose their captive peo- 
ples since they came power, but now for the first time, 
they are adopting new and more concrete methods 
achieving them. Where, under Stalin, these things were 
imposed from above and failed achievement and adop- 
tion precisely because that, the New Course has pro- 
jected more concessionary (and shrewdly calculated) 
way involving the workers’ and farmers’ cooperation 
with the regime policies appealing their “material 
interestedness” with whole series promises and pro- 
nouncements, decrees and laws. However, because the 
Communist “reservoir good will” had only trickle 
begin with and has for long time been bone dry, Party 
pronouncements and promises have been greeted with 
salt sea popular skepticism which, accepted, would 
stymie the whole new policy its inception. 

The Communist agit-prop campaign intended over- 


come this popular suspicion, hatred and resentment, well 


conquer the resistance and confusion their own 
Party managers and members, creating the psychological 
preconditions which must precede the material precondi- 
tions which must precede “upsurge the material and 
cultural welfare the masses.” Or, the clearer way 
which Westerners might put it: the people and the man- 
agers and the Party must given sufficient incentives 
increase production and productivity that there will 
more goods made available. 

The agit-prop campaign which has been carried for 
over year now has had various month-to-month emphases, 
depending the current political and economic exigencies 
(sowing, harvest, elections, Party congresses, but the 


overall message has remained the same: you work hard 
and well, the Communists say the people, two 
three years you will reap harvest more food, better 
houses, more shoes. itself this symbolic the change 
from the Stalin era when the central message was: 
get pie the sky, but now you must tighten your belt, 
build the great Soviet fatherland, and continue rein- 
force the transition from Socialism Communism.” The 
New Course, then, has substituted immediately realizable 
and tangible goals possible human efforts, for intangible, 
far-in-the-hazy-future goals possible achievement only 
superhuman effort and inhuman sacrifice. Part this 
change policy doubt the new leadership’s more 
rational application difficult problems, but part 
equally due the difficulty substituting the collective, 
impersonal, dictatorial Central Committee Politburo, 
with its obvious lack charisma, for individual per- 
sonal, dictatorial, charismatic vozhd. 

But the forces long submerged under the iron-fisted 
Stalin have not only bubbled the surface under the more 
permissive hand the new leadership, but some 
cases (the Pilsen and Moravska-Ostrava riots, the East 
Berlin insurrection, the Plovdiv and Hashkovo tobacco 
workers’ strikes) have geysered that capping required 
either Stalinist violence one extreme, time for the 
subterranean energies wear themselves out and abate 
the other extreme alternative. significant com- 
mentary the whole policy the New Course leadership 
that characteristically tried combine both middle 
way, but used either extreme when was necessary. 


The Material Preconditions 


typical Communist editorial recently appeared 
Trud (Sofia), May 21, 1954, entitled “The Most Im- 
portant Condition for the Triumph the New Regime,” 
which said that only “high labor productivity and the ra- 
tional organization production” can insure sufficient 
abundance goods. Everywhere the orbit, from Mos- 
cow’s Pravda Tirana’s Bashkimi, the refrain was the 
same: “lower production costs, improve quality, raise labor 
productivity.” With their actual physical limitations raw 
materials, manpower and investment funds, the Com- 
munists’ emphasis productivity understandable: 
their only method increasing production and the supply 
goods (any goods, not necessarily consumer goods), 
since remains the one variable otherwise fixed 
quantitative relationship. Under the Stalinist industrializa- 
tion plans, the Communists had brought bear much 
their raw material base, their investment funds, and 
their manpower (draining off rural manpower the cities 
area which traditionally had oversupply rural 
labor and attempting collectivization make for the 
consequent loss farm production) they were able, but 
1952 the point diminishing returns had been reached 
with respect these physical resources. The Communists 
had overextended their industrialization beyond their raw 
material, manpower and investment bases, particularly 
far industrial raw materials, fuel and food were con- 
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cerned, and they found themselves economic blind 
alley. The only way out was increase productivity. 
Better organization production, further manipulation 
State purchase and sales prices, and currency maneuver- 
ing might help temporarily special circumstances, but 
the only overall solution (if there was one) was produc- 
tivity rise. 


Productivity 


There are essentially two ways increasing productiv- 
ity: increased mechanization just plain increased hard 
work. Since increase mechanization required further 
investments funds, raw materials and manpower build 
the Communists were thrown back their old 
reliable harder work increase productivity. was 
bitter “Old Course” pill they were attempting make the 
worker and farmer swallow sugarcoating with the 
“New Course” material incentives. But the sugarcoating 
was nonetheless real and the material incentives important, 
for was precisely this factor that differentiated the old 
from the new. 

Perhaps this was put most clearly Radio Moscow 
lecture January 27, 1954, RSFSR Academy 
Sciences member Paskov “Material Incentive—A Fun- 
damental Principle Socialist Economy,” although sim- 
ilar articles appeared throughout the Soviet bloc and con- 
tinue appear. effort differentiate “material” 
incentive from “capitalist” incentive, Paskov said: 


“The personal interest the worker the develop- 
ment production one the fundamental prin- 
ciples Socialist economy. Lenin stressed that Socialism 
can built and arrived only putting into opera- 
tion the principle the material interest the workers 

“These great words spoken the great Lenin 1921 
after the Communist Party and the Soviet Government 
had embarked NEP retain their full significance for 
the present time, for the whole transition the USSR 
from Socialism Communism. 

“The principle the material interest the worker 
the results his work presupposes strict adherence 
the demands the economic law governing distribu- 
tion according work and decisive struggle against 
petit-bourgeois leveling. Leveling payment for work 
means ignoring the principle the material interest 
the workers the results their work, which inevitably 
leads hampering increased production. 

“In the State sector the national economy the 
USSR, the principle distribution according work 
applied the form wages, whose level depends 
the qualification workers, the productivity their 
labor, and the importance any given sphere the 
economy, well the growth the whole communal 
income. 

“Of great significance are the various systems piece 
rates paid State enterprises the USSR. These sys- 
tems insure the utmost material interest workers 
raising their earnings and raising the standards their 
products. The extent the national economic effective- 
ness creating material incentives conditioned the 
extent the use piece rates enterprises; the better 
the labor quota organized, the more progressive are 
the quotas 


“We shall subsequently 
abundance—of consumer goods. shall reach com- 
plete Communism result mighty further rise 
Socialist production, one whose main levers ap- 
plication the principle the material interest 
workers the result their work.” 


The quotation above fairly typical and indicates sev- 
eral the New Course factors the Communists intend 
use and several which they are wary. They are wary, 
for example, “leveling,” and throughout the area they 
attack this “wage equalization” under headings like Social 
Democratism, Masarykism, etc. the other the 
Communist center intends use material incentive 
motivational substitute and loyalty glue the regime 
because recognizes that the masses cannot relate the 
Politburo the same way they might individual 
dictator. The use references Lenin and the NEP, also 
widespread, attempt play down the Stalinist contri- 
bution, and use long-dead (and therefore safer) leader 
for charismatic substitution and historical and doctrinal 
justification. But the essential point, hammered home over 
and over again with the usual Communist disregard 
repetition, that any rise living standards must pre- 
ceded rises productivity, and rises productivity are 
achieved hard work via “Socialist competition” and 
piece work payment. 


Yield 


The same productivity emphasis applied agriculture, 
as, for example, Scinteia (Bucharest) editorial March 
13, 1954, states it: “The liquidation the lag agricul- 
ture and increase agricultural production—this the 
urgent task the Party and all the working people. For 
only achieving definite increase agricultural and 
livestock production possible secure the supply 
the working people with foodstuffs, and light and food 
industries with raw The rewards individu- 
ally harder work are further urged February Rude 
Pravo (Prague) editorial entitled, “Proper Rewards—a 


Precondition for the Success Agricultural Collectives,” 
which said: 


accordance with directives issued the Party 
and the Government, agricultural collectives, when mak- 
ing their preparations for the economic year 1954, fix 
their production targets higher than 1953. They are 
able because the recent Party and Govern- 
ment decisions stimulating the inaterial interestedness 
the kolkhozes the higher yield. Socialist prin- 
ciple, the principle material 
ple having direct influence the growth work pro- 
ductivity—has thus been put into practice.” 


This was put with even greater clarity Radio Mos- 
cow talk March 31, 1954, explaining how vital material 
incentives were production. 


“Strict adherence the per hectare [pogektarnego 
principle compulsory State deliveries serves 
increase incentives. This per hectare principle, intro- 
duced 1940 for calculating compulsory deliveries, has 
been entirely justified. very progressive principle 
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because induces the farmers tend the lands and the 
cattle economically and efficiently; also increases per- 
sonal interest. The more produce remaining after the 
State deliveries have been dealt with, the more prod- 
uce remaining for the needs the communal and pri- 
vate needs the kolkhozniks. 


industry, then, the method remains “Socialist compe- 
tition” and agriculture the per hectare compulsory de- 
livery principle, but both cases—and this the New 
Course emphasis—the motivation not the “greater glory 
Communism,” but more shoes, more meat, more tex- 
tiles, greater share the production. 

The Communists also call for improved quality, fewer 
production rejects, reduced production costs, proper use 
machinery, etc., all which are further means boosting 
both productivity and production, but the plethora 
complaints which are printed and broadcast Communist 
Europe indicate that none these have been achieved. 


The Psychological Preconditions 


has already been pointed out that the New Course 
was initiated solve two major problems facing the Com- 
munists: economic disproportions and popular resistance, 
and that the “upsurge the material and cultural well 
being the masses” was both slogan for rallying the 
people around the regime, well way accounting 
for redirecting the economic focus farming, light indus- 
try and the raw materials base. This redirection 
terially from heavy industrial targets light industrial and 
farm targets, psychologically from working under terror 
working from “material applied both 
the people and the Party and managerial apparatuses. 
This psychological redirection posed major problems for 
the Communist center. meant changes the relations 
between Party and people, between Party and State, be- 
tween Party leadership and lower and middle Party levels, 
etc. more “subtle and responsive called 


“Ah, how pleasant float the swaying sea.” bureaucrat 
his blotter, floating sea applications, cases dealt 
with, etc. 


zpilki (Warsaw), May 1954 


for Bulgarian Premier Chervenkov his September 21, 
1953 speech—was come from Party and managerial 
cadres, and more hard work and cooperation were come 
from the masses, then some “liberalization” had 
granted, but how much, whom, and how could kept 
within Party-directed bounds remained basic problems for 
the Communist center.* 


Leadership and managerial problems were thus enor- 
mously complicated the necessity for diffusing power 
from the center more initiative and responsibility were 
called forth from the people, the Party and the man- 
agers. The people had persuaded that the regime 
had actually changed its goals ard methods and that 
they—the people—participated responsibly and with ini- 
tiative, they would chiefly for their own, not the 
State’s, enrichment. Because the people still remembered 
the old emphases and the old goals, they had 
made psychologically amenable the new emphases and 
the new goals. “Material interestedness” was the “carrot” 
first step attempting enlist popular cooperation and 
loyalty. But more than mere passive cooperation was neces- 
sary the new policies were work—if the masses were 
sufficiently involved that their passive resistance 
did not hinder sabotage the productivity-production 
upsurge that was necessary economic realignment and 


This was interestingly proposed Yugoslavia, where the same 
problems have been faced for some time, Velibor Popovic, 
Tanyug’s parliamentary editor, commentary over the Croation 
Regional Service, February 14, 1954. said: “One the most 
interesting questions discussed is: what extent can the 
economy freed from administrative intervention State organs 
this year? That is, what extent will the economy liberal- 
ized? One thing clear: the perspective line economic policy 
broader and smoother functioning the economic laws 
the market, but this line limited material possibilities and the 
development the means production the country. 

circles believe that the liberalization economy 
cannot aim itself and that must means for the 
economic development Yugoslavia. Liberalization economy, 
therefore, should not made absolute. According this, the 
administrative intervention State organs should not avoided 
wherever and whenever can useful. 

This desire for progress positive but achieve real 
progress one must also good economist. Looking from the 
economic point view and from the point view the com- 
munity, financial means must be, first all, allocated for the com- 
pletion key projects which are under construction. Our economy 
now characterized the ending the period investments 
for large projects and the beginning period which must 
make every effort make these projects produce better and more. 
The time has come when the principle ‘create dinars and then 
spend them’ must applied. 

“There are several economists and deputies who consider that 
financial means for agriculture must increased. The members 
the National Assembly agree that these means cannot yet 
very large this year. Agriculture dangerously behind other 
branches and will, therefore, receive more means this year than 
before. However, certain facts must taken into consideration. 
First all, general improvement agriculture must reckoned 
long-term business. Investments should not made for large 
projects because this would tie down the means [fiscal] for several 
years. Agriculture freed administrative restrictions and hun- 
dreds thousands households appear freely the market, 
which means that they themselves have certain possibility im- 
proving their estates. Finally, increased industrial production will 
increase the exchange goods with the countryside and thus 
vitally influence the development agriculture.” its essentials, 
this franker statement the New Course behavior and prob- 
lems the Soviet Satellites, and some clue future actions 
there. 
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rise the standard living were take place. 


Because the Communist center had finally realized that, 
beyond certain point, the stick was useless and the carrot 
more effective, interestedness” had been invoked. 
Workers might poorly housed and fed and farmers kept 
without consumer goods buy for their enforced quota 
deliveries, but after point yield and productivity declined, 
quality declined where rejects and shoddiness made the 
manufacturing process waste raw materials, and pro- 
duction whole declined. Terror might bring obedi- 
ence; but did not produce cooperation. 


Legality" 


Furthermore, the people had convinced that the 
material rewards promised them were real, that the regime 
was not once more duping them. persuade them, the 
Communists initiated enormous agit-prop campaign 
“tighten Party links with the masses,” their jargon for per- 
suading the people the Party’s sincerity the New 
Course. Redirection cooperation and the exercise 
initiative and responsibility had accompanied 
promises that the people would not punished for exer- 
cising those qualities. Therefore, one the singular parts 
the New Course throughout the Soviet orbit has been 
the simultaneous emphasis what the Communists call 
security from arbitrary arrest and pun- 
ishment—and agit-prop description 
the new Party policy that said people were not 
“forced” things, but were instead “persuaded.” 
Politburo Member Marton Horvath put over Radio 
Kossuth May 27, 1954, “What need most patient 
and friendly persuasion, the strengthening the worker- 
peasant alliance and the consolidation national unity.” 
May 1954 front-page editorial Nepszava (Budapest) 
explained the function “legality” most clearly: 


“The program our Party and Government set 
its most important aim the improvement the material 
and cultural living standard the working people. 
The consolidation the legal process promotes this 
aim. Therefore, respect for and securing the rights 
the working people, the constant improvement 
their life and working conditions, the primary pre- 
condition for achieving good work and increased pro- 
duction.” 


President the State Council Alexander Zawadski made 
the same point somewhat greater detail his speech 
the Polish Party Congress March (Radio Warsaw, 
March 12, 1954): 


“In his report, Comrade Bierut referred the fur- 
ther consolidation the rule law and order, with 
the support the masses people our 

“It would seem that adherence this lawfulness 
every step elementary obligation all citizens. 

“It the working masses town and countryside 
who rule this State. The State apparatus the servant 
the people and the first duty the Party the service 


“Thanks indefatigable work, lawfulness has increas- 


ingly become the rule behavior. 
Breaches must stamped out more and more system- 
atically and energetically. These efforts must nation- 
wide and must penetrate the most isolated corners 
the country and the full and unqualified rule law 

moulded. Those not yet socially active must brought 
in, not dismissed out hand, not insulted enemies. 

“What have win them over the side 
Socialism through painstaking and persevering efforts.” 


The Communists also attempt avoid the other ex- 
treme, that permitting “legality” become permissible 
way resist the regime. This point view expressed 
Kalman Csako’s article Tarsadalmi Szemle, May 
1954 (as broadcast over Radio Budapest, June 4), entitled 
“The Stabilizing Legality.” Csako points out: 


Socialist legality expresses the will the working 
policy the Communist Parties. the course 
the new era our development, frequently meet 
with the incorrect interpretation 

“Socialist legality can only complete every citi- 
zen not merely enjoys his rights, but also fulfills his 


“The edge legality must not only turned 
against those who hinder realization the resolutions 
which serve agricultural development, damage the inter- 
ests the working peasantry, who illegally inflict dam- 
age upon the collectives the property the people, 
who profiteer and speculate, etc. but also against all 
those who damage citizens’ discipline and not fulfill 
their obligations towards the (Italics added.) 


The recognition the Communist center that, Encho 
Staikov put the Sixth Congress the Bulgarian 
(Radio Sofia, March 1954): “If not win the sup- 
port the people and fail convince them the 
correctness the policy the Bulgarian Communist 
Party, will not able make use the great forces 
the people our struggle build Socialist com- 
munity Bulgaria,” explains the whole stress “legality.” 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) editorial April 11, 
1954, puts more baldly: number measures have 
been taken and are being taken for the reeducation the 
workers the Socialist spirit. Socialist lawfulness and 
State discipline have been strengthened.” 

The “voluntarism” campaign applied to, for example, 
the collectivization program. Everywhere the area, the 
Communists now promise that farmers will not “forcibly 
collectivized” and work norms for the city workers will not 
raised except “voluntary Socialist competitions.” The 
Communists even carried this far that Lenard Gabor 
could say over Radio Budapest, April 12, 1954: “In order 
make the voluntary character membership col- 
lective farms more definite, the Party and the Government 
have allowed resignation from the collective farms.” 

The Party and managerial apparatuses also had 
persuaded that their former heavy bias was in- 
correct, (or least presently inapplicable), that they 
would not punished for previous activities carrying 


out that bias (and incidentally the Old Course Party direc- 
tives), and that they had change their tactics both with 
respect the center and the masses. short, Party and 
managerial resistances also had overcome and they 
had involved the new policies and their implemen- 
tation. this and achieve the “subtle and respon- 
sive leadership” required for the New Course, the same 
principles “legalism” and “voluntarism” had ap- 
plied Party cadres and managers well, that they 
might assured that implementing the new program 
not result either purge punishment. Radio 
Kossuth (Budapest), February reporting the previous 
day’s Szabad Nep editorial, put it: “The centralism and 
iron discipline the Party are consequently based this 
wide system democratism and the principle conscious 


However, the Party center wished tighten links 
the masses, also wished assure itself that the middle 
and lower echelons were carrying out its policies. But 
encourage more initiative and responsibility from below, 
the center had diffuse some its power the middle 
and outer edges. The improvement Party-masses links 
must lead the improvement of, Scinteia 
May 20, 1954 called its editorial, “The Great Force the 
Creative Initiative the Masses.” The editorial pointed 
out that the creative initiative the masses found: 


the struggle for higher production, for bet- 
ter quality and cheaper goods, well Socialist 
competition and the innovators’ movement. [Party 
organs must] warmly support all that new; they have 
the duty removing all deterrents initiative the 
masses. They must see that management pays at- 
tention the proposals workers and that the trade 
unions organize Socialist competitions. Engineers and 
technicians must enlisted support all innovations. 
Agitators must use variety methods popularize 
the initiative leading workers.” 


This “creative initiative” must come “from below” both 
from people and Party and managers. The Albanian paper 
Zeri Popullit (Tirana), March 23, 1954 editorial 
entitled “Let Strengthen Initiative and Responsibility 
the Work Cadres Economy and Administration,” 
states: 


“The strengthening responsibility 
work are characteristic our State apparatus. Our 
Party educates its cadres these means. The Party does 
not approve the cadres who try justify the unsuc- 
cessful results their plans. also does not approve 
those cadres who not take the initiative but wait 
for the higher authorities everything, thus eliminating 
all the possibilities making mistakes. also does not 
approve those cadres who want everything 
themselves, monopolizing the work and destroying the 
initiative others. 


“When say the Party, mean not only the Cen- 
tral Committee the Party committees departments 
and districts, but also the basic Party organizations, 
which must all struggle with all their forces against 
these incorrect principles. The strengthening respon- 
sibility and initiative the work our cadres based 


strong and disciplined control. The discipline still 
weak and the control many cases nonexistent. For 
this reason cannot have strong responsibility. These 
are inseparable.” 


The editorial clearly delineates the Communist dilemma 
diffusing control from the center and simultaneously 
maintaining central control over policy direction. Or, the 
contradiction put with magnificent disregard for logic 
May Pravda (Moscow) editorial: Soviet State 
combines strict discipline and centralization leadership 
with the ability develop the creative initiative the 


Criticism and Self-Criticism 


One the first and most essential parts the agit-prop 
campaign which intended realign the economy and 
overcome popular resistance the stepped-up campaign 
stirring the people from their apathy insisting 
“criticism and self-criticism from below.” The Party says 
that Communist education not only “teaches the masses; 
also learns from them,” and the Party leadership in- 
terested learning about Party and managerial shortcom- 
ings, well mass resistance, that both can either 


“That how some people develop self-criticism.” The paper 
marked with have sinned,” have sinned,” have sinned,” 
etc. 


zpilki (Warsaw), May 1954 


overcome regime-directed. Nor the Politburo un- 
aware the uses criticism and self-criticism safety 
valves for anti-regime (among the people) and anti-New 
Course (among Party and managerial cadres) sentiments. 
Radio Sofia, March 26, phrased it: “The criticism 


the masses mighty means for strengthening the 
People’s Democratic system. The further strengthening 
the economic and defense power the State necessary 
and that can done through the active participation 
the working class the State government.” Criticism, 
then, can used enlist mass participation Party 
policy, well point the “voluntarism” and “legal- 
ity” aspects the New Course. For the Communists 
really want criticism and self-criticism from below, they 
must more than merely say so; they must encourage it, 
tout it, and assure the people that they will not pun- 
ished for practicing it. The March lead article 
Szabad Nep (Budapest), for instance, assures its readers 
that the letters the editor favorite form Party- 
approved critical expression) are daily increasing quan- 
tity and “quality.” 


letters] are constantly growing richer. Their 
criticisms are ever more courageous and the propositions 
made them are getting more and more useful. 
These letters give the impression that our workers feel 
that they are responsible proprietors our country, that 
they want have something say and they actually say 
something the interest the country. They have 
their own opinion regard the reforms and the run- 
ning the country. 

extremely great importance that Party 
organs, well State organs use these letters 
their political work satisfy complaints and make 
consensus public opinion expressed these let- 
ters—the wishes and the longings the workers—and 


conclude political consequences from the letters ad- 
dressed us.” 


The leadership wants assure the people then, that 
their opinion how run the government not only 
being sought (mass initiative), but taken heed (State 
and Party responsibility). And further that the workers 
are feel like “responsible proprietors” the country 
(mass responsibility) while the Party and State organs 
are take action worker suggestions and complaints 
(Party and State 

this criticism and self-criticism campaign—in letters 
the editor, meetings, radio, moving pictures, wall news- 
papers, and every available channel propaganda—the 
Communists wish create and strengthen with the 
and the same time strengthen internal Party 
coherence. The purpose the criticism and self-criticism 
(as well the New Course whole) not destroy 
the State and Party apparatuses but make them better 
transmission belts upward for the people’s dissatisfactions 
and suggestions. this way, use oversimplified bio- 
logical analogy, they act afferent neurons carrying mes- 
sages between the muscles (the masses) and the brain 
(the Party leadership). But the center also intends for 
Party and managerial apparatuses act efferent neur- 


ons carrying the orders back down the masses from the 
center, revised the center and implemented according 
those leadership wishes. The purposes this criticism 
and self-criticism were admirably summed Rabot- 
nichesko Delo (Sofia) editorial February under the 
heading “For Incessant and Brave Criticism and Self- 
Criticism” 

“Criticism and self-criticism are permanent method 
work, law our development and mighty mov- 
ing force our Socialist society. Criticism 
criticism are tested method strengthening the ties 
the Bulgarian Communist Party and the People’s Gov- 
ernment with the widest masses the working people 
villages and towns. Ties with the masses the peo- 
ple are just necessary the Party and Government 
air every living creature. That exactly why 
the draft the Central Committee for the changes 
the Party statutes gives every Communist the 
obligation strengthening daily his ties with the peo- 
ple, responding their needs time, and ex- 
plaining the non-Party masses the sense the pol- 
icy and decisions the Party, always remembering that 
the force and invincibility the Party lives its un- 
breakable blood-tie with the people. 

criticize boldly and open the ulcers and short- 
comings our work. not afraid criticize. 
not hesitate criticize because you cannot express 
yourself precisely and with research, long you talk 


honestly and conscientiously, long you want 


But Premier Vulko Chervenkov Radio Sofia address 
May explored the meaning criticism and self- 
criticism most thoroughly. 


“The People’s government vitally interested cre- 
ating atmosphere the country that will bring about 
condition which not single citizen will afraid 
speak openly and freely about shortcomings, weak- 
nesses, failures, and adulterations, but will strive as- 
sist the elimination these shortcomings and errors. 
Some people will ask: What this constant striving 
intensify criticism, this growing desire expose short- 
comings and weaknesses our work, require that 
everybody critical towards himself and others, 
insure that all working people free speak about 
shortcomings, insure their reports and requests 
considered with great care? Could not live quieter 
life? Could not administer our State without such 
obligations? 

“To this must reply that the people’s democratic 
structure cannot develop without constantly expanding 
self-criticism. The enemies also criticize but with 
view impeding, undermining our system. de- 
cisively refuse accept such criticism and will fight 
the enemy with all the means our disposal make 
them harmless once and for all. Who, then, will criticize 
our shortcomings, failures, errors and certain catastro- 
phes our work not ourselves, the members and 
organizations that make the backbone the 
democratic system—if not the working people them- 
selves? There nobody else it. 

“What would happen did not criticize our- 
selves, did not organize careful control over our- 
selves and our work? There would great stagna- 
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tion our development; even worse, there would 
dead stop and rotting, because errors and shortcom- 
ings would not eliminated but would increase and 
grow catastrophes. The new Socialist community be- 
ing built not group ideal and errorless people 
taken from some imaginary place; the new Socialist com- 
munist being built the millions working peo- 


What comedown for the Communist leadership 
confess the lack its long-touted infallibility and ask, 
short, for advice from the masses, for exchange 
disciplines and initiatives between workers and Party, be- 
tween farmers and Party, that problems are carried 
upward for the center’s disposition. 
Delo editorial (as broadcast over Radio Sofia, February 
relates this “voluntarism” well: “It must re- 
membered that Party discipline cannot achieved simply 
issuing orders and commands. Such discipline must 
voluntary and conscientious and must strengthened 
freely developing criticism and self-criticism.” 


and 


Furthermore, “stifling criticism” will not tolerated 
and “is great evil and must punished severely. 
who persecutes account criticism cannot remain 
the Party.” Not only will the critic not punished—the 
negative aspect—but will rewarded—the positive 
aspect—as Radio Warsaw, March carefully promised: 


“The Party listens carefully the voice the ordi- 
nary man. Let him speak and will cease suffer 
from various shortcomings long describes them 
boldly and calls them name. will thus get rid 
all that still irritates and annoys him daily—bureaucracy 
offices, soulless distribution goods, senseless treat- 
ment human cases, shortages consumer goods. 

“The Party wants know about all this. That 
why encourages and appeals the working people 
not waste time fruitless grumblings, but openly 
and truthfully speak about these things the Party.” 


Nor must this criticism permitted stagnate become 
spurious (what the Communists call “formalistic”), for 
this the Party center’s lifeline its middle and lower 
echelons, well the masses, and criticism and self- 
criticism must bring practical, real results. the Rabot- 
nichesko Delo editorial February mentioned above 
declared: 


sometimes self-criticism degenerates into 
self-flogging for things which have not happened just 
create impression profound criticism. Such self- 
flagellation has nothing common with self-criticism, 
the blind, formal, and only verbal admission mistakes 
shortcomings committed, followed mass simi- 
lar and even bigger mistakes have nothing common 
with Real self-criticism means not only open 
admission the mistakes and shortcomings committed 
the work, but guarantee that the mistakes have 
been deeply felt. Deeds must follow, showing that 
these mistakes are longer repeated.” 


Not only must criticism and self-criticism economically 
and political “fruitful” for the Communists, but must 
not permitted engender mass bureaucratic resist- 
ance being made into weapon terror, for that 
happened, people and Party would conform with “formal- 
ist” criticism and self-criticism only. order keep 
criticism and self-criticism within regime-appointed bounds, 
the Party leadership has simultaneously conducted (as 
another aspect the “legality” campaign) campaign 
against “slander.” April 12, Rabotnichesko Delo 
(Sofia) editorial titled “Slander—Weapon the Enemy” 
stated it: 


number measures have been taken and are 
being taken for the reeducation the workers the 
Socialist spirit. Socialist lawfulness and State disipline 
have been strengthened. The political and moral unity 
the workers growing and strengthenening. 

“The capitalist elements are resisting and will con- 
tinue resist with every means their disposal or- 
der harm Socialist development. One their weap- 
ons slander. The enemy spreading open and anony- 
mous slanderous information. spreading slanderous 
rumors and suspicions with the aim defaming honest 
citizens our People’s Democratic State. The enemy 
slanderer aims defame them before the community. 
The main aim the enemy slanderer undermine 
the confidence the workers the Party and thus 
weaken the ties the Party with the masses. 

“Slander has nothing common with our new So- 
cialist morals and must severely punished. Slander 
must eradicated from its roots that there will 
place left for slanderers our new life. The slan- 
derer loosens his belt [Bulgarian: razpasva 
when has his collaborators bureaucracy and 
the bookworm attitude toward work people, 
when criticism unwanted and persecuted, when 
boasting prevails, when Party committees, organizations 
and Communists are weakening the struggle for eradi- 
cating the remains bourgeois ideology and when they 
not work stubbornly for the Communist education 
workers. 


“The struggle against slanderers has nothing com- 
mon with choking off criticism from the rank and 
file and undermining the suggestions the workers. 
Criticism must encouraged and developed im- 
portant weapon the struggle against slander. 


The Communists wish give the “anti-slander” campaign 
the look regime benevolence, for the editorial also says: 
careful and comradelike attitude must adopted to- 
ward the people, their needs and complaints. Slander must 
not allowed against honest people, builders Social- 
ism.” But the real purpose the campaign revealed 
openly the long quotation above: they not want their 
criticism and self-criticism campaign sabotaged 
“slander” “formalist” criticism. For, there fear 
criticizing (and “slander” will create such fear), then 
the center will unable get “from from 
Party, managers people—the initiative and information 
present covets. Criticism and self-criticism must be- 
come unifying, not divisive, factor, method elicit- 
ing cooperation, not method creating either resistance 
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scapegoats. Criticism and self-criticism must work for 
“better links with the masses,” closer Party-managerial 
ties, more unified cooperation between the Communist 
center and its lower and middle echelons, Rabot- 
nichesko Delo stated it: “By stressing Party political and 
educational work, promoting criticism from the rank 
and file, and strengthening the ties Party and people, 
shall cut off the slander the enemy who aims 


hampering the victorious development our Mother- 
land.” 


and Responsibility 


One the basic characteristics the New Course 
far revealed its “middle-of-the-road” quality, its avoid- 
extremes, and nowhere this better illustrated 
than the problems initiative and responsibility, 
flexibility and discipline. Actually, the Communists use 
the terms “flexible initiative” and “disciplined responsi- 
bility” indicate what they want, but what they mean 
these terms part the key what they are trying 
accomplish with the new policies. The material and psy- 
preconditioning, the criticism and self-criticism 
campaigns, were all directed toward involving the people, 
the Party and the managerial bureaucracy the regime’s 
program. Initiative and discipline are the methodolog- 
ical problems how all these groups are conduct them- 
selves once they have been enlisted (although the promises 
initiative and responsibility being play are also 
methods winning enlistment). What this seems in- 
volve structural “loosening” within the Party and man- 
agerial apparatuses coordinate the criticism and 
self-criticism campaign. But many fundamental problems 
are involved here: how far can initiative permitted? 
How will responsibilities assigned? What leniencies, 
punishments and controls are possible? short, since the 
Communist center intends some how can 
contained, directed and simultaneously accomplish 
what the center wishes: subtlety and responsiveness 
leadership, flexibility and pragmatism management, 
initiative and responsibility meeting expected and 
unexpected situations, special technical competence and 
specific attention local problems, etc. 

the Party center implement the New Course, 
must get all these things and more, and get them 
must transfer some its power and control the middle 
and lower echelons. But the Communist center, like any 
ruling group, loathe part with power and wishes 
willing, apparently, delegate and transfer more than 
before, but that does not mean that about relinquish 
its control the people set democratic political 
and economic structure. The regime’s “rationalist” ap- 
proach somewhat less than voluntary, forced was 
the people’s resistance. important remember, 
therefore, that the New Course first and foremost 
Communist-inaugurated and 
tempt “reform,” not popularly-conceived and spon- 


taneous movement make genuine “people’s democ- 
” 
racy. 


“Criticism permitted only that line. Beyond that would 
undermining authority.” 


zpilki (Warsaw), April 1954 


Party and Managers 

The mobilization the masses, then, requires also the 
mobilization Party and managers. The line logic 
obvious: the Party “activated” that the mass- 
can mobilized greater production that the rise 
living standards may made possible. this, the 
Party must take initiative and responsibility for this 
type leadership. Szabad Nep, January editorial 
spelled out the requirements for such leadership: the 
cause the Party cannot separated from the cause 
production, the cause raising the standard living.” 

Although the emphasis seems Party work, and 
Party supervision State managers, here too the New 
Course does not the whole way but attempts create 
kind middle way Party-manager relationship, although 
ultimately the control remains with the Party center. 
achieve greater productivity, better quality and more 
cient production, increased initiative 
must come from the managers, and the Party cadres must 
not permitted interfere with these managerial special- 
ists, although they will expected supervise them. 
the March Szabad Nep article put it: “Party organs 
offices and institutions cannot control the leaders 
offices and institutions the leaders offices are con- 
trolled pertinent higher Party organs.” Or, amplified 
Stalinkso Zname (Stalin) editorial (as broadcast over 
the Bulgarian Regional Service Febraury 1954) 
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“The State apparatus plays important part the 
life the country and the fulfillment the assigned 
tasks for building Socialism. The Bulgarian Commu- 
nist Party pays particular attention and takes great 
care establishing State apparatus that inex- 
pensive, operative and responsive the workers’ needs. 


“The primary Party organizations offices play 
important role fulfillment the assigned tasks. One 
the most important tasks the office Party organi- 
zation collaborate with the administrative man- 
agement for general improvement its work, for 
mobilizing the efforts for task fulfillments, 
and for educating and reeducating employees the 
Socialist spirit and against bureaucracy. 


“It well-known fact that, accordance with the 
statutes, the office Party organizations not 
have the right check the activity the administrative 
management the grounds particular conditions 
work. The office Party organizations, however, are 
obliged indicate shortcomings, and insufficient at- 
tention paid their indications they must inform 
the higher authorities.” 


However, the Party responsible for supervising the 
managers, the managers themselves are primarily respon- 
sible for production results. Radio Prague, March 27, 
rebroadcasting Rude Pravo editorial, states: 


“The Party requires that Party organs factories 
maintain continual contact with factory management 
and feel co-responsible. Party rules require both mem- 
bers and functionaries expand criticism and self- 
criticism. Party member does not have the right 
keep secret poor state affairs and nothing 
it. the everyday life Party organizations, 
two deviations from the Party line are frequent: neg- 
lect economic matters the one hand, and attempts 
replace economic organs the other. The 
opinion has been expressed that removal short- 
comings not the affair Party organs because the 
Party must not usurp the duties economic organs and 
should only deal mass political work and ideological 
education. obvious that such opinions are utterly 
incorrect. the ‘Moravia’ case, Party organs had 
right give orders, but they should have pointed out 
the situation the factory manager. The second kind 
deviation crass vulgarization the democratic 
principle conduct our economic life. clear 
that factories, everywhere else our economy, 
personal responsibility must strictly enforced: this 
means that the manager responsible, for the managers 
are longer appointed capitalist factory owners, 
but the leading economic organs our Socialist state. 
such, they must direct the factory according Party 
and government directives.” [Italics added.] 


What the Communists want, therefore, seems flex- 
ible relationship between Party comrades and managers 
which includes initiatives and responsibilities both sides 
which will serve implement the new policies. 


Democracy" 


Moreover, this flexible relationship must work upward 
the Party center, well downward the masses. 


order achieve this, the Party has emphasized part 
its initiative and responsibility campaign, the concept 
“intra-party democracy,” another but specialized form 
criticism and self-criticism. repeat, what the center 
would like Party-State structure which will transmit 
upwards all the problems, suggestions and discussions per- 
taining problem and then, when the center has decided 
and made known its decision, will follow out without 
any further discussion resistance. This “intra-bureau- 
cratic democracy” part and parcel the whole “col- 
lective theory which has been such prominent 
part the New Course (see “Collective Leadership,” July 
1954 issue), and which—among other things—permits 
some diffusion power from the center the lower and 
middle echelons under satisfactory (to the Communist 
leadership) ideological guise. However, “collective leader- 
ship” also gives the center method disciplining and 
controlling the individual party member manager (or 
local unit for that matter) subjecting the “collective 
leadership the Party.” But this policy not intended 
apply the managerial structure, for this would put 
the entire productive mechanism danger being under- 
mined. February editorial “Collec- 
tive Leadership” attempts explain the Party viewpoint: 


“ 


One must bear mind that individuals can 
often mistaken their actions and views, whereas 
resolutions reached the basis joint discussion are 
the best safeguard against committing serious mistakes. 

“There are people who believe that the centralism 
and discipline prevailing the Party are contradic- 
tion collective leadership. The Party indeed gov- 
erned rigorous centralism and iron discipline. That, 
however, must not mistaken for the centralism and 
discipline the administrative, economic and especially 
the military organizations. these organizations, the 
leaders are appointed from above and the form lead- 
ership based individual responsibility, while disci- 
pline governed the main the established hier- 
archy superiors and subordinates. 

“These leaders are not required give accounting 
their activities those whom they lead.” 


However, the Party lower and middle cadres must have 
somewhat different relationship the center, 
“supervisory” capacity, than the manager the worker, 
the general the private. This means that moving 
the center (afferently) there intra-Party “democracy,” 
discussion, suggestions, but going from the center (effer- 
ently) there iron discipline. (This whole complex 
ideas and behavior what Lenin and his followers have 
called the theory “democratic centralism.”) general, 
also, this gives the center the means for assigning respon- 
sibility for failure and shortcoming the lower and middle 
levels saying that these lower organs had improperly 
understood poorly implemented the center’s directives. 
This intra-Party “democracy” explained the same 


Szabad Nep editorial February 


“On the other hand [as contrasted with the man- 
the Party constitutes voluntary alliance the 
best workers. The Party organizations themselves elect 
their leaders, and even the Central Executive members 


the 


and. 
trali 
givil 
cent 
whi 
mea 
lead 
sibil 
nece 
that 
for 
own 


al 
ce 
laur 


TECHNOLOG 


Title: Passing the Buck. 


‘ 


MEGHANIK 


The cartoon appeared illustration article which told how number departments metalwork- 
ing enterprise Brno tried blame each other for various shortcomings production. The various depart- 
ments and men are: chief mechanic, chief technician, designer, production manager, chief electrician, quality 


control, administration, warehousing, investment, steel construction, and industrial construction. 


Rovnost (Brno), December 1953 


are elected the delegates from the lower bodies. 

“These elected leaderships are obliged report 
regular intervals the electorate, and members 
the leaderships are jointly responsible the Party or- 
ganizations for the activities the leaders. The 
centralism and iron discipline the Party are conse- 
quently based this wide system democratism and 
the principle conscious voluntariness. 

“The Party leaderships command great respect and 
authority, and their resolutions must enforced all 
lower bodies whether they agree with them 


(Italics added.) 


The center trying create new relationship with 
the lower and middle cadres, but again not give- 
and-take democratic relationship. The “democratic cen- 
tralism” and “collective leadership” theories are ways 
giving some appearance control policy from below— 
lower and middle echelons, that is—but essence, the 
centralized control still maintained via Party discipline, 
which must enforced irrespective local conditions 
local Party considerations. This unpleasant fact may 
skillfully buried under New Course phraseology, but 
both center and lower and middle echelons understand its 
meaning. The center needs leadership, but not too much 
leadership; initiative, but not too much initiative; respon- 
sibility, but not too much responsibility. But the functional 
necessity for initiative, responsibility and leadership, par- 
ticularly those lower and middle echelons, essential 
that the same February Szabad Nep editorial also says, 
“There still plenty scope for individual responsibility 
for the simple reason that often leaders must act their 
own, their particular sphere function, without con- 
stantly asking for instructions from above.” (Italics added.) 


With The Masses" 


Since the success the new tasks will depend lower 
and middle echelon implementation, the Party has 
launched militant, many-sided campaign knit the 
people the Party with stronger ties, and the same 
time has organized campaign improve the political 


and organizational work the Party organizations with 
the masses. Rabotnichesko Delo article April 
states it: 

“The mobilization the masses hard work for 
the solution all problems depends the work the 
basic Party organizations collective farms, machine 
tractor stations and State offices. 

“The basic Party organizations are the foundation 
the Party. Strengthening the connection with the masses, 
executing organizational and political tasks, and de- 
veloping and self-criticism done through 
them.” 


The Party then must knit the masses itself, gain their 
confidence, and persuade them the rightness the 
New Course and the role that the Party has assigned 
them: increasing productivity, lowering production costs, 
improving quality, etc. But for this the masses must co- 
operate with the regime and the Party must therefore en- 
list their initiative and responsibility well the bureau- 
cracy’s. Here, too, the Party center chooses the middle 
way with respect the problem, calling for both initiative 
and responsibility from the masses, but always within the 
framework not granting the masses democratic control, 
accepting democratic responsibility them. put 
the May Scinteia does its editorial “The Great 
Force the Creative Initiative the Masses”: 


“In order stimulate the creative initiative the 
masses, working men must persuaded that their sug- 
gestions are taken into consideration. The initiative 
the masses can especially developed within the 
framework Socialist competition. Some trade union 
organs, however, not concern themselves seriously 
with the organization Socialist competition, they 
attempt impose the competition certain forms 
which reduce the possibility for initiative from below.” 


The Trade Union Role 
The initiative movement the masses, for instance, will 
“guided” the trade union bureaucracy the old Com- 
munist techniques for raising production and productivity: 
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the norm, piecework, overtime, “Socialist competition.” 
Lenin called trade unions school Communism which 
established transmissicn belt between Party and masses. 
The Communist center, Hungarian First Party Sec- 
retary Rakosi said the February meeting the 
Hungarian Trade Union Council (Radio Kossuth, Feb- 
ruary 1954), wants use that transmission belt. “It 
not necessary,” Rakosi pointed out, “to explain that the 
building Socialism can only implemented mobil- 
izing the trade union millions, they are required give 
their full, direct and constant cooperation this end.” 
the All-Union Central Trade Union Council the 
USSR, the recent Eleventh Trade Union Congress 
(Tass, June 7), who concluded his speech follows: 


‘ 


trade unions are faithful assistant and reliable 
bulwark the Communist Party the cause educat- 
ing workers. the struggle for the further devel- 
opment our Socialist country and for constant 
growth the material well-being and cultural level 
the people, the trade unions will rally the workers more 
firmly around the CPSU.” 


The unions will, course, “encourage innovators” and 
“inventiveness,” aid “rationalization” and the application 
“advanced working methods,” “consolidate labor disci- 
pline” and “expand still further Socialist competition 
among the working masses all the branches the So- 
viet economy” (Pravda [Moscow], June 1954). Nor 
does this apply industry alone, for trade unions are ex- 
pected mobilize their forces for further development 
agriculture well. Although new technical methods, 
proper use machines, more planful work are part 
their focus this field, the main emphasis still “Socialist 
competition.” 

Here, too, the middle road between trade union initi- 
ative and responsibility and Party initiative and responsi- 
bility carefully attempted. Although the Party remains 
central the success the New Course, and one impor- 
tant goal achieved—a May Scinteia editorial 
“to aggrandize the vanguard role Commu- 
not overdone. Rakosi, his speech 
the Hungarian Trade Union Council (Radio Budapest, 
February 6), plots the middle course and both extremes 
carefully: 


Party organs and Party functionaries are not 
clear their minds about the importance trade 
unions they not appreciate trade union work, 
and they not include leaders local trade union 
activities [Party activities]. Trade unions often not 
get enough help from Party organizations the solution 
their problems, where cooperation would mean sub- 
stantial help.” 


However, the Party not usurp the trade union role 


many places the work trade unions being 
imposed Party organizations, they are much 
under the tutelage Party organizations that their 
development hindered. All these symptoms are wide- 
spread; they occur not only factories and counties 


but sometimes even within the central organs the 
Party.” 


Obviously, the Communist center wishes involve 
its mass organizations the new policies, and involving 
them all simultaneously and with initiatives, responsibili- 
ties and powers, can keep its own position more secure 
diffusing its power more less competing appa- 
ratuses. But the problems the degrees which initiative 
and responsibility are countenanced (and power dif- 
fused) the Party center throughout the society are 
essential element its policy keep middle course 
between the Scylla “Stalinist extremism” 
Charybdis “liberalist extremism.” attempting 
steer this middle course, however, the Party center has 
found that the New Course has momentum its own 
that control its direction becomes daily more difficult 
and dangerous for them. 


The Bureaucracy Wavers 


One major precondition all New Course success, 
has been pointed out, the ability the Party weld 
new links between and the masses order direct the 
masses the new policies. so, the Party center has 
had overcome considerable resistance its own middle 
and lower echelons, resistance that has been major 
obstacle. Neither State nor Party apparatus could per- 
mitted continue function old, but they were and 
are also unable function adequately the new circum- 


stances. The Party leadership has therefore had fight 


important intra-Party struggle two fronts: one 
keep the middle and lower echelons from relapsing into 
Stalinist behavior, and second keep them from going 
into what the agit-prop sections the Party call “liberal- 
ism.” 

deal with the first problem—one resistance, 
too little initiative and flexibility—the Communist center 
has mounted campaign against “bureaucratism.” Bureau- 
cratism any other name remains the resistance Party 
and State apparatuses change, and against this re- 
sistance and inertia that Party and State organs are asked 
fight. There obvious and fundamental paradox 
involved: the bureaucratic system being asked fight 
against itself, against the very consequences its former 
policies and its former conduct political and economic 
affairs. Further, the center unable unwilling use 
the “iron broom” purge and terror help reorient its 
old personnel its new policy. date, the center seems 
have had little success overcoming this bureaucratic 


resistance and confusion, and the Communist press and 


radio are filled with criticism Party and managerial 
cadres. There are constant exhortations eliminate 
bureaucratism—the May Scinteia prudently points out 
that “The Party teaches that bureaucratism cancer 
that cannot liquidated overnight” the term 
frequently catchall phrase for ineptitude failure 
implementing the new policies, applied the 
struggle against red tape, “the paper 
lanche directives,” the indifference complaints and 
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suggestions from below, the swelling the bureaucratic 
apparatus setting unnecessary jobs (nepotism) and 
unnecessary organizations (“parallelism”), the improper 
the ratio administrative production 
personnel that there are more the former than 
the latter, the inability economize funds and materials 
operating these apparatuses, the failure stimulate 
and responsibility among the masses the 
the tendency authoritarian rather than 
tactics, the low level indoctrination, propa- 
and policy implementation, etc. 


One constant point made that the pos- 
Communist economy are taken advan- 
of, “constant perfection the State and economic 
nachinery required” (Pravda [Moscow], May 21). Al- 
ough the New Course supposed realign the economy 
increase the standard living (the economic aspect), 
the Communist leadership has also emphasized theoretical 
and doctrinal realignments (the political aspect) well. 
middle course has again been steered between focus 
economic readjustment and abandonment the doc- 
trnal commitments Communism. Although frequently 
doctrinal tenet must reversed, temporarily abjured, 
attenuated achieve practical goal, the Communists 
taken care emphasize that there must blend- 
ing political and economic considerations. Where 
choice forced between the two, however, the alternative 
generally chosen has been favor satisfying the prac- 
tical, economic goal, and this itself revealing dif- 
ference between the new policies and the old. However, 
the way the Communists like phrase it—a Rude Pravo 
editorial June symbolizes their desire the title 
“Learn How Link Economic and Political Tasks”—is 
merger theory and practice, politics and eco- 
nomics, that the practical problems policy imple- 
mentation and plan fulfillment are solved. February 
Pravda (Moscow) editorial put with even more dialec- 
tical finesse when stressed that the most important ele- 
ment Party education must “an indissoluble contact 
with the practical side Communist construction” which 
should also evoke Communists “taste for theory.” 
short, the Communist center would like retain much 
its dogma and doctrinal tradition can the new 
circumstances without impairing its ability implement 
its new policies. 


course, this creates great problems obtaining flex- 
ible and subtle response from the lower and middle eche- 
lons since the center can and does criticize the bureau- 
cratic function both theoretical and practical grounds. 
Moreover, this double-barrelled criticism applied in- 
dustry and agriculture, Party and State, indi- 
viduals and groups, nor always possible separate 
the practical from the theoretical criticism. June 
Rude Pravo editorial critical the fact that “there are 
individuals who know the theory but cannot help the 
Party effectively agriculture, the factories, anywhere 
because they cannot apply the theory practice.” 
June editorial the same paper points out that Com- 
munists still find difficult connect economic 


litical problems and deal with them concurrently. 
“Party members factories and farming must learn 
solve the most difficult economic problems while edu- 
cating [reorienting?] themselves Mos- 
cow’s Pravda editorialized February 


scholastic and dogmatic approach the study 
theory still exists unsolved. Theoretical precepts 
are often dealt with separately from concrete historical 
circumstances and from the principal economic and po- 
litical tasks the Party and are insufficiently connected 
with the practical side Communist construction.” 


Bulgaria, Encho Staikov talked directly the local 
Party units about their shortcomings this regard (Radio 
Sofia, March 


“Local Party officials must pay much attention 
ideological work economic problems. There are 
comrades, however, who like talk about the necessity’ 
combining ideological and economic work, but who 
practice restrict themselves economic problems 
only. There nothing more harmful than separating 
ideological work from economic problems, separating 
the theory building Socialism from its practical imple- 
mentation. 


Local Councils 


The campaign against bureaucratism has also been in- 
voked against every part the various apparatuses, from 
basic organizations Ministries, but not the policy- 
making Party center. For example, local councils particu- 
larly have come for goodly share criticism. Re- 


Title: The Ostrich. 


Caption: One who thinks hiding from responsibility. bu- 
reaucratic “ostrich” with its tail feathers tied with reports hides 
its head under book “reports.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), January 26, 1954 
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newed efforts are urged remedy their lack active 
leadership and participation and their failure “guide 
and supervise the work local industry whose duty 
supply agriculture with the necessary tools.” Szabad 
Nep article June stz.tes: 


“Local councils have recently neglected the produc- 
tion committees, those genuinely democratic local or- 
ganizations. They should support them, seek their opin- 
ion, and devote attention their initiative. Local 
councils must their duty toward the community 
and the working people. Only thus can they expect 
confidence shown toward their work. 

“Another important duty incumbent local coun- 
cils consolidation State discipline and enforcement 
the rule law and duties arising from citizenship. 
Excesses and wavering, well liberal attitude, must 


Another Szabad Nep leading article April pointed 
out that there was much justified criticism the local 
councils, which have committed mistakes, but criticism 
too frequent and not always justified. 


“In the past years has become custom make the 
councils responsible for every mistake. There 
doubt that workers the council offices really commit 
many acts neglect, but this not only their own 
fault. The mistakes the economic policy the past 
years has severely hindered their work and their con- 
nections with the masses. 

There also great need for aid and education 
work because many councils the policy the new 
era has been misexplained: they believe that now less 
discipline and orderliness needed. They think that 
longer the task the councils safeguard taxa- 
tion and punctual crop delivery. Therefore every coun- 
cil and every council worker must made understand 
that extremely bad service the village and 
the peasantry neglect tax collecting and crop de- 


Romania, Radio Brasov May scored the councils 
for “lack democracy.” 


“Unfortunately, however, many executive committees 


the People’s Councils think they can work without the 
aid deputies and that they can assure active partici- 
pation hundreds thousands working people 
the action for the development local economy and 
the betterment the people’s living conditions only 
with the aid small group functionaries who often 
spend most their time offices. 

“Such bureaucratic methods, remnant the bu- 
reaucratic systems the old town halls, hinder many 
People’s Councils from fully utilizing the energy and 
creative elan the masses accomplishing their multi- 
lateral tasks.” 


the criticism may turn the Party organizations, 
June Scinteia article which explains that Party life 
must deal with ideological and organizational principles 
such democratic centralism, intra-Party democracy, 
Party discipline, Party tasks, links between the Party and 
the masses, and the control the execution decisions. 


The article then goes say: 


“Such indoctrination requires initiative and responsi- 
bility. Stereotyping and knavery propaganda work 
high political and ideological level, rich combative 
ideas and accessible the audience. They must deal 
considerable extent with the specific problems 
the region, district, community and basic organization. 
The more they deal with local problems, the more 
alive, attractive and instructive they will be. Abstract 
general expoundings arouse interest.” 


And the Party echelons are warned about their attitude 
toward non-Party members and their untruthful 
Bulgarian Premier Chervenkov’s speech (Radio Sofia, 
February 26) 


“There are many functionaries and members who 
not report the true situation but attempt make 
things rosy possible. Even the county committees 
keep silence and avoid informing the Central Commit- 
tee about flagrant violations the Government’s and 

The arrogant behavior Party members toward 
non-Party people very destructive much closer 
link must wrought between Communists and non- 
Party people.” 


Moreover, Party discipline poor and Rabotnichesko 
Delo editorial February takes the Party task: 


“There are still some leading officials, however, who 
have adopted incorrect attitude toward State and 
Party discipline and are not worried when they 
not implement Party and Government decisions and 
not realize they are inflicting great losses the 
national economy.” 


Szabad Nep February also criticizes the attitude to- 
ward “collective leadership” and notes: 


many organizations, the leaders 
take more active share the Party work, leaving 
the Party secretary propose the resolutions. 
many cases, individual leadership still perisists, and high- 
handedness and disparagement the membership re- 
main common occurrences. There widespread 
belief some Party organizations that collective leader- 
ship will diminish individual responsibility the 
leadership. other organizations, held that the 
principle collective leadership entails the holding 
one meeting after the other. Both views are wrong.” 


The Managers 


The managerial apparatus also comes for its share 
criticism. Among other things, accused neglecting 
execute directives, improperly leading enterprises, failing 
mobilize workers for fulfilling the economic plans, etc. 
Zeri Popullit (Tirana) editorial May 21, gave 
stark picture Albanian managers neglecting the New 
Course prescriptions for treating workers: 


there are economic enterprises which not 
provide their workers with the material means foreseen 
the law. Thus they are responsible for the loss 
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with their needs. There are cases, too, where enterprise 
leaders not listen the voice the workers and 
not follow the principle criticism from below. This 
behavior must end once. 
May Pravda (Moscow) editorial also points out that 
managerial apparatus needs much improvement par- 
ticularly since many institutions they concentrate “not 
live organizational work aimed the further develop- 
ment production, but compiling great volumes 
various directives, authorizations and instructions and 
holding numerous conferences which distract people from 
practical work.” 
Managers are also accused resisting conversion 
New Course methods, failing economize men and mate- 
rial, failing cut the number production rejects, failing 
exploit machinery properly, indulging sloppy plan- 
excessively high salaries, padded administrative you call, Mr. Director?” 
paratuses, and “criminal narrowmindedness” not being (Warsaw), January 31, 1954 
able see beyond the gates their own factories. They 
are often called account for not protecting labor (Scin- 
May 12, for example) otherwise there are people who consider their own 
one the elements the new policies, from “collective laws only those [laws] that directly affect the rights 
leadership” “listening the voice the workers.” workers. They look differently upon those laws which 
lay down obligations. According their interpretation 
the government program, only rights must now 
the second front that the Party center has had safeguarded with great care, while not necessary 
fight on—the front too much initiative, too much take and permissible 
flexibility—that poses the greater danger the Commu- while. 
nist center, and recent months this aspect the They think only the State had obligations 
toward the citizens, and not vice versa. They interpret 
anti-bureaucratism campaign that has received prime em- solicitude for workers mean that now not neces- 
phasis. This type bureaucratism has resulted from lower sary press hard for taxes for the surrender meat 
middle echelons “misinterpreting” Party center direc- fats, and eggs, that now not necessary 
tives and going beyond what they “should” implement- strictly the rules the fixed wage fund the lim- 
ing the new policies. means, for example, the violation ited employees. 
wage funds paying higher wages workers, relaxa- There are, however, State officials and economic 
tion norms, slackening work discipline, countenancing leaders who try establish sound relationship with 
absenteeism, and forth. the May lead article the masses appearing ‘good men’ who tolerate 
Szabad Nep phrased it: everything, shutting eye every infringement 
being which understands raising the well-being [of What need different sort kindness 
the masses], slackening norms, fines and and different sort ‘good men.’ Officials should bear 
the right absence from work without authorized ex- mind that the well-being the workers cannot 
ing cuse. Many functionaries, well State and eco- attained loosening discipline tolerating 
nomic leaders, instead fighting this dangerous atti- such loosening, squandering State property 
tude and even more dangerous practice, have come increase production costs. 
under the influence this trend themselves, and for “It impossible fight for the well-being the 


Some other enterprises have not properly carried 
out the execution collective contracts between the en- 
terprises and the working people, fact which has en- 
dangered the improvement of.the standard living 
our people. While workers increase their activities with 
regard fulfillment their plans accordance with 
their collective contracts, enterprise leaders the con- 
trary. Often they trample collective contracts, 
not build houses for workers, and not supply them 


long time, even today, tolerate slackening work and 
wage discipline under the pretext the new policy.” 


people without insuring the payment taxes and the 


February Szabad Nep editorial, “Our Rights and Du- 
further clarifies the importance adhering strictly 
the letter and spirit the new policies. 


Scinteia, June editorial entitled “The Incessant 
Strengthening Financial Discipline Enterprises,” also 
scored many the same shortcomings, insisting that nu- 
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merous managers commit gross violations financial dis- 
cipline, not respect legal norms, change the allocation 
funds without authorization, and are not concerned 
with waste materials and more intelligent use invest- 
ments. Specific examples were given waste and 
storage materials beyond real requirements produc- 
tion, thus tying funds and materials. The proportion 
between the wages paid and fulfillment production tasks 
awry, and the volume expenditures for administrative 
personnel surpass the production requirements. Managers, 
Party organs, trade unions, well workers and tech- 
are warned concerned with “the spirit 
rigorous observance financial discipline, the spirit 
intolerance any violation Socialist and financial legal- 
ity.” Financial discipline “characteristic Socialist 
economy” and one its principal requisites the timely 
fulfillment financial obligations the undertakings 
the State, credit institutions and other enterprises. Viola- 
tions cannot tolerated not only because they are illegal 
and cause waste and nonutilization internal reserves, but 
also because “[they] render State control more difficult.” 


"Wage 


The situation was serious Hungary that the Coun- 
cil Ministers passed wage discipline resolution under 
which punishments could levelled against enterprises 
exceeding the usual basic wage (Radio Kossuth, May 7), 
and the same broadcast pointed out that trade unions 
must make quarterly reports wage discipline, must 
publicize wage frauds and fight against laxity wage 
payments. Although the situation obviously most ad- 
vanced Hungary, where the New Course has been most 
extreme, also has been reported Romania and Czecho- 
slovakia. May Rude Pravo (Prague) article, for ex- 
ample, declared: 


“ 


been what ought be. Workers loiter canteens, 
attending their private affairs during working time. 
Lunch time intervals are extended and foremen often 
not know the number workers working for them. 
They complain, the same time, labor shortage.. 

“These shortcomings must not overlooked Party 
and trade union organizations. Punctual attendance 
work not outmoded view but something needed 
intensify building and reduce building 
costs. 

“Another fault which must remedied the pay- 
ment bonuses when bonuses are due. They are 
permissible only where norms and tasks are actually 
overfilled, and not when machinations with figures and 
show excess results only paper. Such fraudu- 
lent practices amount simply robbing society and 
must eliminated.” 


May Szabad Nep editorial also commented: 


there are some leaders who obstruct the realiza- 
tion the plan, who want care for their men 
allowing overstepping the wage limit. There are 
managers, leaders ministries, and Party workers who 
try establish good relations with the workers over- 


looking insubordination, waste materials, shoddy pro- 
duction, wage fund abuse, and forth. They are not 
pursuing the correct path. Only increased efficiency 
can the standard living raised and punctual 
deliveries agriculture. Communists must exert leader- 
ship these fields.” 


"The Theory Identical 


One very special aspect this campaign the 
against “equalitarianism” and “Social Democracy.” These 
are considered extremely threatening because, the words 
Bratislava Pravda December 22, 1953, they have 
position within the ranks the workers’ Party.” Social 
Democrats are accused wanting equal wage for 
everyone, and this presumably against the “real interests 
the working class.” The New Course emphasis 
“material must not misinterpreted 
“equalitarianism,” theory which “alien and detrimental 
Socialist production.”* The Party center here afraid 
that the New Course concessions may mistaken for and 
diverted toward “Social Democratism” and hence the 
stepped-up attack “equalitarianism.” Rude Pravo 
editorial March reported: 


the Communists made mistakes factories be- 
cause they ignored political principles and Party ideol- 
ogy. Often they did not take notice social democratic 
demands based the old-fashioned theories that every- 
body’s stomach was the same. They did not fight this 
theory which damages Socialist building explaining 
that everyone should rewarded the Socialist prin- 
ciple each according the amount work done for 
the benefit the society, that the theory identical 
stomachs assisted shirkers and led lowering labor 
productivity.” (Italics added) 


Against these various “misinterpretations” the New 
Course, the leadership has conducted campaign against 
“deviation” and for “ideological purity” the Party ranks. 
One the purposes the various Party congresses 
throughout the area (Polish, Bulgarian, Hungarian and 
Czechoslovak this year) just this need assure the 
center that the middle and lower echelons will kept 
line. “Intra-Party discussions” have been “officially en- 
couraged” that the cadres could oriented but, 
Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) editorial February stated 

the battle opinion and criticism has been 
ended and decision arrived at, unity will and ob- 
servance Party discipline become absolute neces- 
sity. The Party has always fought insure strict 

Party discipline and eliminate all adulterations and per- 

versions Party and State policies. 


was most clearly put Rakosi his report the 

The war against uravnilovka, equality pay, began with 
Stalin 1931. Since that time, has become “deviation” from 
official credo. interesting irony that during the period 
War Communism and the NEP, equalitarianism was the accepted 
dogma, and how since that time the principle inequality pay 
has become principle “orthodox excellent ex- 
ample not only double-think but the way doctrine changed 
suit policy exigencies. 
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bureaucrat the bolt the door marked “Internal Reserves.” 
Urzica (Bucharest), March 25, 1954 


Third Congress the Hungarian (Radio Kossuth and 
Petoefi, May 24): 


There must iron discipline within the Party 
and therefore indiscipline. violation govern- 
ment orders their neglect can permitted. The 
correct and uniform explanation the new policy 
must assured. This all the more necessary because 
our Party there still some attachment old 
ways there are still fairly strong remains left wing 
sectarianism. the other hand, especially recently, 
can see that the policy the new era being dis- 
torted right wing opportunists. There are some 
who think that the policy this new era means 
looser State and work discipline. 

The correct policy our Party must defended 
from the dangers and distortions the right well 
the stand against inadmissible liberalism and 
the spirit excusing which can seen several places 
our Party and State organs, and which meet the 
implementation the new era 


This “carrying the New Course too far” both mani- 
festation lower and middle echelon resistance and 
confusion concerning the center’s orders, and result 


the center’s attempt have lower and middle echelons 
create new links with the masses. Evidently, some bureau- 
crats have misconstrued the leadership intention—which 
not increase wages first, but production first; which 
not create genuine responsibility and initiative be- 
tween lower and middle echelons and the masses, but only 
those responsibilities and initiatives which will increase 
production and reduce its costs—and have attempted real 
wage concessions, genuine relaxation work discipline 
and placation the masses.* But such course would 
mean cracking open the Communist authoritarian system 
and one knows better than shrewd old Party boss 
Rakosi, who told the Budapest Party meeting (Szabad Nep, 
April 12), “If the future, Hungarian Communists 
tolerate slackening norms and substandard production un- 
der our noses, and the cost production rises and pro- 
ductivity decreases, then will the gravediggers our 
best plans.” 


Vi. 


The apparent decline and overall slackening produc- 
tion and the general disorganization has been most ap- 
parent that Achilles heel Communism: agriculture. 
Because one the major attempts bring about re- 
alignment their economies had made the coun- 
tryside, the Communists’ policy the countryside has been 
microcosm their attempt steer middle course 
between extremes. Current Party policy included whole 
series new modulations old col- 
lectivization,” “limiting” but not “liquidating” the kulak, 
strengthening the worker-peasant alliance, responsibility 
fulfilling delivery quotas and paying taxes, initiative 
improving yields and production methods—and huge 
agit-prop campaign which called for missionary work 
Party activists the countryside where Communism has 
traditionally been weakest. There has followed shift not 
only administrative and Party activist personnel the 
countryside, but also agronomists, technicians, and actual 
workers. the USSR program for sending 100,000 
specialists and 50,000 urban Party members the country- 
side was announced last September and has its parallels 
Satellite programs. The Satellite public emphasis 
specialists, and giving publicity technicians’ transfer, 
greater than Party activists. References transfers 
Party cadres have been scarce both the Satellites and 
the Soviet Union, but that underestimate 
the importance the move. Use Party cadres the 


Foods, Farms and Functionaries 


Radio Kossuth broadcast May points out that pro- 
duction costs have risen compared 1953 and that the majority 
workers produced less value for higher wages than last year. 
And then there revealing quotaticn: “According me, the 
basic trouble is,” the Director says, “that have tolerated various 
slackenings. often happened that closed eye the 
change classification because there was great lack skilled 
workers. also allowed workers with less skill paid 
under higher category due which general unjust wage in- 
crease drive and slackening norms began. did not properly 
understand the government program, and neither did the workers. 
For they believed that henceforth they would get undeserved pay 
even for work not accomplished.” 
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countryside apparently integral implementation the 
New Course. The August 1953 plenum the Romanian 
Central Committee decreed recruitment 80,000 100,- 
000 Party members, ev.dently largely for the countryside. 
Statements First Secretary Ulbricht East Germany 
(September 17, 1953), First Secretary Bierut Poland 
(October 1953) and Premier Siroky Czechoslovakia 
(September 15, 1953) indicated the need for strengthening 
Party work the countryside. The Satellite programs 
this regard have slowly been developing 1954, but 
they have continued. Scinteia editorial January 
calls for activists give proof combativeness and 
intransigence the face the and otherwise 
stresses that these activists must prepared implement 
the new policies the villages. March 1954, the 
Polish Party Congress, sending Party people the rural 
areas was reaffirmed and Polish policy was clearly stated 
Vice-Premier Nowak (Radio Warsaw, April 1954) 


“We cannot win the struggle for increased agricultural 
production without throwing into the battle all sec- 
tors large number the best organizers, the most tal- 
ented and most skilled economic and political workers, 
without considerably strengthening leading cadres 
agriculture. this respect, the Soviet Union sets 


Hungary, Agriculture Minister Hegedues called for 
more urban Communists sent the villages (Radio 
Kossuth, January 5). Czechoslovakia, Communist 
Youth League members have been recruited for work 
the border regions, program which probably takes 
its example the Soviet sending Komsomols into Si- 
beria, Kazakhstan and other areas. The draft directives 
the Tenth Czechoslovak Party Congress (Rude Pravo, 
May 28) call for 320,000 new workers transferred 
agriculture between 1954 and 1957, 70,000 them bor- 
der areas. 


evident that recruiting many people will 
pose great problems. Party are faced with 
great tasks. Agitation and Propaganda must explain 
the importance agriculture the people, the great 
changes that have come about that make life the 
villages easier. Like every honest work, work agri- 
culture honorable. some cases, transfer will entail 
financial losses. Those workers hit will have their loss 
paid the State for one 


There doubt that the regime trying make agri- 
cultural work attractive the people and infuse new 
blood, new energy and new personnel. 

The Party is, course, aware that the development 
agriculture requires more than activists 
requires large-scale investments the State, but invest- 
ments, machinery and fertilizer are not enough. Rude 
Pravo, May 26, stated it: 


“People the end are decisive. [Therefore] the most 
important tasks the Party organizations agriculture 
will be: explain the people the importance and 
contents the proposed Party directives, explain 
what unclear and gain the people for the Party 


policy for the substantial improvement agricultural 
production. 


Although political control over the disaffected countryside, 
and its “persuasion” concerning the new policies, are ma- 
jor factors this new “back the country” campaign, 
there considerable evidence that economic considerations 
are primary motive for encouraging specialists, workers, 
and young people into agriculture. Even the “persuasion” 
and “activism” campaigns are primarily directed toward 
increased yield and production, are increased attention 
increased tillage unused lands, improved technical 
methods, and land reclamation. 


Collectivization 


The upsurge agriculture necessary for the Com- 
munists not only realign their unbalanced economies, 
but for food placate their restive peoples and for raw 
materials process into consumer goods. Although the 
Communists would prefer “Socialist agriculture,” peasant 
resistance and the productive capacity the independent 
sector have forced them into considering “alliance be- 
tween large-scale and small-scale farming.” February 
Szabad Nep article stated it: 


economic and technical conditions are not favor- 
able [for ‘Socialized’ the tremendous task 
mechanizing our agriculture has only been partially 
achieved. But more than anything else the political con- 
ditions are not favorable, for the working peasants, 
particularly the sizable number middle peasants, are 
not yet convinced the correctness the Socialist 
course and are intent continuing individual farm- 
ing.” (Italics added.) 


Both political and economic conditions have kept the Com- 
munists from forcing collectivization program the 
countryside, but instead the Stalinist method, they have 
mounted “voluntary collectivization” program which 
takes the place administrative pressure and 
police force. 

encouraging the independent sector—reducing quota 
deliveries, giving tax concessions, cancelling tax arrears, 
promising them more credits, fertilizer and machinery, 
—the Communist center also remembers Lenin’s dictum 


1921: 


the proletarian holds the power government 
its hands and guides the government. leads the 
peasantry. What meant leading the peasantry? 
means firstly pursue policy toward the abolition 
classes and not policy favor the small producer. 
departed from this radical and fundamental fact, 
should cease socialists and find ourselves 


Nor this merely doctrinal dilemma; practical 
dilemma well. How can aid small producers help 
“socialize” the countryside? What about the “kulak” and 
the “class enemy”? Doesn’t encouraging the small inde- 
pendent peasant lead capitalism? How will these policies 
received the workers and their urban-oriented Party 
and State apparatuses? 
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Again the Communist center has tried impose—both 
the peasants and the Party and managerial cadres—a 
policy. Rakosi traced his speech 
the Hungarian Party Congress, cautioning that this “is 
not peasant policy, might incorrectly interpreted 
some, but the policy the working class for the benefit 
the working class, for the prosperity our country.” 
goes even further placate the Party “orthodox”: 


all these concessions granted the peasantry 
and individually farming peasants, will this not result 
many the middle peasants becoming kulaks? far 
the kulak danger concerned, Comrades, the danger 
yet not have exaggerate it. Naturally, the 
statement our great teacher, the immortal Lenin, re- 
fers unchangeably our conditions, according which 
the small-goods producing enterprise creates capitalism 
day day, hour hour. [But] must our 
best increase its [the independent sector’s] produc- 
tion combining the peasantry’s individual and 
ierial interest with the working class’ bring out 
the highest possible production from the individual 
farm. few dozen few hundred the middle 
farmers may become kulak-peasant farms and then the 
kulak-restriction instructions must applied against 
them well. Although surely the majority the mid- 
dle peasant farms will not become kulak-farms, they will 
not become exploiters; they will only become prosper- 


ous. ... 


Rakosi points out that the purpose the new policies 
“make use the significant production reserves” the 
independent sector, and that although the increased devel- 
opment lagging agriculture means “primarily that 
the Socialist means the independent sector 
well. But Rakosi does not call for peasants being driven 
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Title: This Also Happens. 


Caption: “Whether they like not, the plan for forming col- 
lective farms our district must fulfilled.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), April 18, 1954 


into the kolkhozes. Instead, outlines program for 
making the kolkhozes “attractive” the peasants that 
they will “voluntarily see the necessity joining.” Al- 
though states that kolkhozes will receive more help from 
machine tractor stations, will have the best technicians and 
agronomists, and that kolkhoz members’ incomes should 
exceed those independent farmers, the important point 
this time strengthen the existing kolkhozes and 
increase their production and income. 

Hungary and Czechoslovakia have been forced per- 
mit considerable amounts decollectivization (in num- 
ber kolkhozes, arable land and kolkhozniks), Romania 
and Bulgaria have been attempting “stabilize” their col- 
lectivization programs emphasizing voluntary “peasant 
associations.” Although Poland has planned and an- 
nounced the Party Congress that plans ahead 
with collectivization 3000 new collectives year, even 
here the policy has been “voluntary” collectivization. 
short, the tenor farm policy throughout the orbit has 
changed considerably, and again this change tenor 
that has raised the other and alternate problem for the 
Communists: “liberalization.” 


The "Class Enemy" 


keep their “collectivization example” within the 
confines Communist “usefulness,” the Party still needs 
“class enemy” which presumably serve the warn- 
ing against “carrying the New Course too far.” But even 
here the Communist hold the countryside tentative 
and perilous that their tune has changed. They now call 
for “limitation” the kulak, rather than his “liquidation,” 
and Rakosi even deplores the fact that “limitation” has 
often the past turned into “liquidation.” But somehow 
the day-to-day events—from decollectivization refusal 
fulfill delivery quotas “kulak depredations” the 
countryside—have refused confined within the limits 
Party-permitted activities. 

Rakosi, himself, laments that since last June “exactly the 
opposite extreme” has come into being. Kulaks are treated 
like middle peasants and Rakosi inveighs against “liber- 


“ 


[the kulak] agitates against the TSZ 
lective farms] and our People’s Democracy, must 
apply the strongest measures. this respect must 
end the liberalism which being experienced many 
places our Party and state organs, the harmful effects 
which can already seen the village must 
observe primarily the development the Socialist sec- 
tor agriculture. must not forget for single min- 
ute that the buildup Socialism the village must 
considered the main task and that sooner later 
every single peasant will convinced its correctness 
and shall follow this path.” 


May Szabad Nep also complains other “liber- 


“When our Party and government, learning from for- 
mer mistakes, started support individual farming, 
many places they State and economic 
turned towards the individual peasantry 
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way that simultaneously turned their backs the strong- 
holds Socialism: the kolkhozes. When our Party and 
government took against all autocracy while still 
maintaining kulak restrictions, many people took this 
sign discontinue the class struggle and tolerate law 
suits which the kulaks brought against farmers’ coopera- 
tives put through their illegal demands. 


Agitators were urged expose the kulaks and their anti- 
regime resistance. Rude Pravo, February called for 
campaign agitation the villages explain that “ku- 
laks the past were the bloodsuckers the village and 
are still the inveterate class enemies the working farm- 
ers,” and persuade the small and medium farmers that 
the collectives were their best friends. June Szabad 
Nep carried editorial concerning the disbarring 
lawyers who had defended peasants trying regain col- 
lectivized property line with last July’s promise Pre- 
mier Imre Nagy that peasants might leave kolkhozes 
they wanted to. “In recent months various lawyers have 
begun illegal propaganda against the collective farms 
the interests the kulaks. These lawyers have tried 
regain for their clients their former property. The right 
practice law has been taken from all them.” 

Apparently, the “kulaks” took the permission regain 
their land too seriously for Party wishes and May 
Radio Kossuth broadcast issues blast against kulak claims 
against the kolkhozes: 


“The law clearly states that the kulak has nothing 
with the property the farmers’ cooperatives! The 
kulaks may not profit the disadvantage the farm- 
ers’ cooperatives and the working peasantry. The kulaks 
are permitted produce but they may not speculate, 
and neither they nor their lawyers have anything 
with the farmers’ cooperatives. not permissible for 
some councils not understand this. Under circum- 
stances may the kulak claim commassated confiscated 
land! take away and distribute even one square inch 
land belonging the farmers’ cooperatives 
means violations the laws!” 


However, the situation sufficiently serious that even 
lawyers are not permitted sue for recovery for kulak 
clients, those who resigned from the kolkhozes are sup- 
posed—at least theoretically—to protected from venge- 
ance. put Radio Kossuth broadcast May 14: 


“The kulaks join the hostile elements the country- 
side and try make the independent members confront 
the members the kolkhozes. The enemy, above all, 
tries get the members who last year resigned from 
the kolkhozes under their influence. The Central Com- 
mittee our Party stressed that the legal damages 
which the resigners had suffered must cured. The 
enemy encouraged the resigners take apart the prop- 
erty and land the kolkhozes. The essence this aim 
was restoration those land property conditions which 
existed formerly. 


“The Party and the Government does not tolerate 
legal damages the resigners, nor that they harmed 
due vengeance, but neither they tolerate that 
kolkhozes annihilated and their properties taken 
apart.” 


Farmer 


Moreover, the Szabad Nep article the same day ir- 
veighs against the old “private farmer psychology” re- 
turning: 


“ 


examine the crop delivery books the 
kulaks find that they not comply with their obli- 
gations and even try persuade working peasants not 
turn what belongs the state. That this attempt 
the kulaks bears results many villages proved 
the backlog crop delivery and tax payment numer- 
ous villages. Instead fulfilling crop delivery obliga- 
tions and tax payments, the kulaks increasingly specu- 
late, sell, buy, bargain, which means that the economic 
power the exploiting elements grows the country- 
side. They are trying obtain tools, lands and prop- 
erties which are the legal property our kolkhozes. 
the past weeks and months the kulaks launched 
flood lawsuits against the kolkhozes and part the 
lawyers well various hired and unhired advocates 
aided the kulaks their attacks against the kolkhozes.” 


But the “private farmer psychology” has apparently 
affected the collective farmers well, was revealed 
May (Radio Kossuth) speech Hungarian Politburo 
Member Andras Hegedues the Hungarian Party Con- 
gress, pointing out that kolkhoz peasants were encroaching 
the common land increasing the size their private 
plots.* 


There are farmers’ collectives where the basic 
regulations are seriously violated. Recently, this had fre- 
quently been the case with respect the basic statutes. 
Household farming has been increased the disadvan- 
tage collective farming. The increased household 
farms must required pay crop deliveries and taxes 


Further confirmation these “encroachments” came 
from Szabad Nep May where the speech the Presi- 
dent the Red Star collective Barch was given 
follows: 


“In several instances mistakes were made regulating 
household plots. The August resolution providing that 
the size household plots was increased [from 
one-half] one cadastral acre was misinterpreted 
mean that the area household plots could increased 
indefinitely. For instance, asked one group Kaposvar 
district collective farm presidents how large the house- 
hold plots their kolkhozes were. They replied: ‘Well, 
one acre.’ the meantime, appeared that num- 
ber cases, members who had one two [cadastral] 
acres vineyards were also given additional acre 
from the common land. asked them what the [relevant] 
by-law provisions were. They replied: “This was the 
decision arrived the members, and did not wish 
violate kolkhoz democracy.’ Then asked: ‘And how 
much land you have, Comrades presidents.’ ‘Well,’ 
they answered, ‘we did not wish separate ourselves 
from the members, have much they have.’” 


Council Minister’s decree August 1953 author- 
ized the doubling the size household plots, and further 
concessions were also made the kolkhoznik’s “material inter- 
when the Council Collective Farms adopted the 
standard kolkhoz by-laws September 18, 1953. 
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This fair indication the degree which “material 
incentive” has managed create what the Communists 
call “petty bourgeois” trends. most interesting all 
note that the Party center does not feel itself willing 
enforce rollback these private plot encroach- 
ents, even punish those involved. The most that 
egedues can ask that they required pay taxes and 
ake deliveries they were “independent farms.” 
the regime has acquiesced the status quo, which 

essentially, facto transformation collective into 
holdings, without going through jure dissolu- 


"The 


And the Party attempts walk the tightrope between 
and stringency, emphasizing that “things 
grow naturally,” the pace must not forced. “Let 
him who wants farm individually so. This all 
too understandable, for not every peasant can bring him- 
break with the traditions his forefathers” (East 
Home Service, March 2). June 
editorial stated it: 


“Our Party condemns deeply harmful both the 
Socialist transformation spontaneous drive, and all 
attempts forcibly accelerate its tempo violating the 
farmers’ free consent. The only admissible method 
this connection persuade the farmer explana-. 
tions.” 


But the middle course Party line has been easier de- 
fine theoretically (and that has been difficult enough) than 
implement practically, March Rude Pravo edi- 
torial reports: 


agricultural cooperative, tried gain the kulaks. 
They failed recognize that the kulak will never 
become reconciled and that will always cause 
damage and remain the class enemy other farmers 
and the permanent enemy Party policy. 


“On the other hand, because their ignorance, the 
Communists considered the medium farmer ku- 
lak, refused gain him and enlist him the coopera- 
tive. this way they drove him side with the kulaks 
and weakened Socialist building the villages. 
the effort gain further small and medium farmers for 
the cooperative, they gave the method persuasion 
and resorted pressure. put simply, one time 
they turned the right, the other the left, but 
they never served the Party.” 


And Radio Kossuth broadcast June points the 
practical difficulties implementing the “alliance with the 
middle peasantry.” points out that many Party function- 
aries only give lip service and regard “some sort 
formality polite slogan,” and they express this attitude 
saying: “As politicians must polite toward the 
medium peasants even when squeeze them.” Radio 
Kossuth excoriates such interpretation seriously preju- 
dicing farm development and the consolidation the 
worker-peasant alliance. the same time recommends 
that kulaks “isolated politically.” This careful line be- 


Title: The two-headed council president, who would like 
please everyone. 


Caption: One head: report that the shipping manure ‘not 
progressing because the people who have left the collectives have 
not yet gotten their land back [as the law prescribes.}.” 


Other head: “It opinion too that would bad hurry 
too much. the land withheld, maybe they leave after 

Dunantuli Naplo (Gyor), February 26, 1954 


tween middle peasant and kulak difficult toe, and the 
Communists have had difficulty not only toeing it, but 
explaining their cadres. Radio Budapest, May 


are still many obstacles the road accel- 
erated prosperity—lack understanding the new and 
it, incompetence and bureaucracy cer- 
tain State and Party organizations. But the greatest ob- 
stacle all that many places the Party’s policy 
being interpreted incorrectly. 


“We are against bossy attitude, but not, some 
think, against discipline and the necessity for maintain- 
ing work discipline. increased our support the 
individual farmer’s work, but some interpreted this 
being detrimental the kolkhozes. This petty 
bourgeois, opportunist, one-sided interpretation the 
June decision the greatest obstacle the path 
accelerated increase prosperity.” 


Vil. 


Over year has passed since the New Course was intro- 
duced into East Germany and Hungary, but the grave po- 
litical, economic and social crisis which was intended 
solve remains. The disproportions the economy and the 
flux and confusion the polity persist. Although some 
concessions have been made the workers and the peas- 
ants, really thoroughly conceived plan democratiza- 
tion has been instituted the political and economic life 
the orbit. Some amelioration has occurred—although 
far less than was promised—and further amelioration will 
probably come about. But apathy, confusion 
sistance the people and the bureaucracy itself have 
weakened the Communist hold their empire. Rakosi’s 
recognition that “bureaucracy and exaggerated centralism 
march side side and are gradually becoming the 


Prospects 
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brakes our entire development” recognition that 
diffusion power and the decentralization authority 
are major problems and the halfway measures invoked 
for this crisis will not remove the basic obstacles. That the 
Communist leadership afraid more profound changes 
its attempt resolve its dilemmas indicated the 
nature and extent the recent “anti-liberalism” campaign. 


The New Course not, can seen all the fore- 
going, mollification and reform, even 
where appears most jerry-built. the West finds dif- 
ficult, not impossible, gauge the loss Stalin and 
its implications throughout empire, too the new 
Communist leadership finds difficult—and certainly more 
pressing. Perhaps Stalin’s death the catalyst for the re- 
lease whole new set social forces, perhaps his 
death bars the new leadership from releasing those old 
social forces which Stalin was able tap preserve his 
state and fortify his control. The political and economic 
tone the whole area has changed enormously since his 
death and the inception the New Course, and the ear- 
nestness the Communist leadership can perhaps best 
summed line May Szabad Nep editorial: 
“The joining the entire nation’s patriotic elements the 
country’s building absolutely essential, and question 


life and death far the people’s democracy con- 
cerned.” This regime earnestness has fluctuated between 
stridence and pathos;* however, the Party leadership has 
general recognized the basic point made Premier 
Nagy his address the Third Hungarian Party Con- 
gress, and has deliberately backed away from it: really 
great changes must affect the essence the system, and 
the framework Communist authoritarianism still re- 
mains virtually intact. 


The pathetic quality was best exemplified Radio Prague 
“Half-Hour for Women” January 21. Because women con- 
stitute percent the labor pool, Radio Prague insisted, they 
must criticize the factories they are get more and better 
goods cheaper. And then abjectly, goes recommend 
wives that they “could influence their husbands better work. 
They could see that their husbands not get drunk Sun- 
day they would fresh and ready work Monday and then 
they would better work and there would fewer imperfect 
products.” The Radio goes state that the three regime price 
reductions have been insufficiently appreciated. say that 
the government can reduce prices and wages will. Instead 
being thankful, they grumble. They say, ‘What good are the tex- 
tiles and motorcycles when the prices meat, fats and other foods 
remained the same? Why doesn’t the government reduce those?’ 
And then final burst querulousness: great error 
that governmental decrees not sink in. Discussions are arti- 
ficial. wait until the government takes measures. How can the 
government concern itself with the difficulties every factory, 
collective local national committee? What are foremen for?” 


Animal Farm 


peasant had cock, dog, and ox, who told him one day that they were 
tired his reactionary farm and were going join the nearby collective, and off 


they went. 


week later the cock returned, and asked the peasant hoarsely would take 
him back, because was fed with having stand pile fertilizer and 
crow: “Long Live from dawn dusk. Soon afterwards the dog returned 
and gasped relief: heavens, now can bark again. have had keep 
mouth shut for the whole week, because the place was stiff with secret police.” 

Only the did not return. After while the peasant went the collective 
enquire after him, and found him sitting big desk. “Come back?” said the ox. 
“Certainly not. finished ideology course last week, and now section 


chief the Communist Party.” 
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Passive 


Resistance 


“Enemies are sneaking into our State machinery, our 
industry, transportation, collectives and enterprises, and 
are attempting organize thefts and squander State 
and cooperative property. They cunningly try dam- 
age and break machines, squander fuel and electric 
power, waste raw materials, produce poor quality and 
substandard goods, waste people’s funds, and hamper 
fulfillment State plans.” 


Bulgarian Premier, Vulko Chervenkov, March 


the New Course the Soviet orbit 
was, effect, admission that the Communists 
longer found profitable either politically economi- 

cally show callous disregard for the captive people’s 
welfare. instituting reigns terror, putting thousands 
into prisons and forced labor camps, neglecting living con- 
ditions, and pursuing ruthless policy forced industriali- 
zation and farm collectivization, the Communists incurred 
mistrust, hatred and popular resistance all their plans. 
Defection was widespread 1953 that the Satellite 
regimes were everywhere faced not only with silent ene- 
mies, but with open rebels Czechoslovakia and East 
Germany. The uprisings were suppressed, but was clear 
Party leaders that little was gained continued 
and unconcealed oppression. The New Course program, 
initiated the summer 1953, was attempt show 
that the Party’s most immediate concern was the people’s 
well-being, and that achieve imminent rise the 
living standard, the Communists were prepared revise 
their economic plans and legislate series concessions. 
far, however, reports the attitude workers and 
peasants—the main “beneficiaries” the New Course— 
reveal that popular resistance still continues plague 
regime leaders. The reasons for this can attributed 
partly limitations the New Course program, partly 
popular skepticism, and perhaps most all conditions 
inherent totalitarian society. 


Workers 


Although the Communists ostensibly represent the work- 
ing class, workers the Soviet orbit have had much cause 
for discontent ever since the Party took power. fac- 
tories, they have been confronted with excessively high 


Title: The Rumormongers. 


Caption: “You know, will happen within the next two weeks 
the latest.” 


“Do you think so?” 


“Now, sir, you really think say only because want you 
think so? say only make others believe it.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), February 18, 1954 


labor norms, long hours with little pay, poor working 
conditions, inefficient, bureaucratic management and de- 
fective materials. Moreover, they have been subjected 
ever-increasing demands for speedier output and expanded 
“Socialist competitions” and, until recently, have been 
given indication that they would derive any immediate 
benefits from their labor. Outside the factory gates, work- 
ers have been demoralized shortages food and con- 
sumer goods, poor housing conditions, and currency re- 
forms which reduced their purchasing power and wiped 
out their savings. Through Communist domination 
trade unions—as well all other organizations—workers 
have lost the right bargain with the government, even 
express their wants and, result, they have voiced 
their resentment indirectly—through frequent 
job-hopping, sloppy work, waste, frauds computing 
norms, and deliberate sabotage and indifference the 
production process. the past, the Communists attempted 
stop such practices imprisoning workers for 
nomic crimes,” legislating against labor “migration” and 
wielding the big stick. the New Course, they have 
not totally abandoned these methods but, the same time, 
have tried more conciliatory approach. Price reductions 
food and consumer goods, pay rises, income tax cuts, 
and increased funds for worker housing and social bene- 
fits are some the chief means now being used gain 
worker confidence. Despite these concessions, however, 
workers have remained suspicious regime aims and have 
shown little enthusiasm for boosting production. This fact 
particular importance, because the Communists are 
counting the New Course bring about the results they 
could not achieve force: their present level devel- 
opment, the Satellite regimes urgently need achieve 
higher work productivity, lower production costs, and bet- 
ter quality output. 
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Miners 


That workers the mining industry have not been 
placated the New Course evident from numerous re- 
ports the Communist press. Undoubtedly conditioning 
this reaction the current stress boosting coal output— 
which means that can expect relaxation work 
tempo. essential workers, miners have been granted 
certain privileges under Communism, but the whole they 
have complained about low pay, dangerous work- 
ing conditions, high norms and long shifts. Miner sabotage 
and apathy have consistenly hindered Communist plans, 
and now that the raw material base some parts the 
area has undergone decline owing ruthless exploita- 
tion and overextended industrialization, this attitude 
even more harmful than hitherto. The present crisis 
the mining industry suggested the fact that recent 
weeks, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Bulgaria have been 
forced declare cuts power consumption for industry 
well households: should the coal shortage continue in- 
definitely and should the miners refuse cooperate, the 
effects industrial production will serious. 


The methods used miners evade work and oppose 
the regime represent the forms passive resistance takes 
all branches Communist industry. Sabotage Polish 
mines was severely condemned March 1953 Minister 
Public Security, Stanislaw Radkiewicz, who urged in- 
creased vigilance all economic sectors. example 
enemy activity, Radkiewicz cited the case two saboteurs 
the Bytom Mine who had thrown explosives into stove 
and damaged drilling machines and other mechanical equip- 
ment. Similarly the Bobrek Mine, had tossed 
piece burning paper onto transmission belt, nearly 
causing fire. Inadequate health and safety measures the 
mines probably have contributed the workers’ anti-Com- 
munist attitude. Within the past month, for instance, the 
Polish regime reported mine disaster which resulted 
many deaths; although the Communists blamed the catas- 
trophe espionage activity, and subsequently prosecuted 
two workers from another mine for fire, was 
obvious from regime reports that neglect work condi- 
tions had been the real cause the accident. 


Absenteeism 


More frequent than sabotage absenteeism the mines. 
March, the Czechoslovak regime, which 
plagued coal bottleneck, complained about extensive 
shift-skipping. According Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), 
March 23, the government was forced take harsh meas- 
ures combat this pratice. The newspaper reported that 
five workers the Jan Sverma Mine had been sentenced 
prison for terms ranging from seven months for 
having systematically missed shifts from May October 
1953 without justifiable reason. Despite Communist claims 
about greater clemency the New Course, the newspaper 
insisted that “suspension sentences had been denied 
all cases.” Earlier the month, March Nova 
boda revealed the extent absenteesim throughout the 
Ostrava mining region: 


few statistics from the management the Orlova 
coal trust [in the Ostrava-Karvinna coal basin] shows 
what damage has been caused some disloyal employ- 
ees. Saturday, February 13, 1954, and Monday, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1954, total 1,043 employees did not show 
Julius Fucik Mine, which has the worst output, regis- 
tered the greatest number absentees those two 
days—240 shifts. the Dukla Mine, 222 employees 
remained home. the Zapotocky Mine, 221 
missed shifts. some cases, the high number [ab- 
sentees] due the fact that the comrades who are 
responsible positions support this state mass exonera- 
tion shirkers.” 


From the above report, obvious that mining 
cials are position terrorize workers and, despite the 
mining crisis, not feel able crack down miners 
without provoking dangerous reaction. Low productivity 
also the result intentional work stoppages. The Hun- 
garian newspaper Nepszava (Budapest), April 24, 1954, 
condemned the practice damaging expensive machin- 
ery: “At pit number Tatabanya, there large 
movable crank case. The other day, this precious 
engine was found terrible state. The copper parts 
were removed, the wiring twisted, the cable cut, and the 
expensive oil switches destroyed. The machine was ruined 
criminal vandalism.” 


Because worker hostility, the Satellite regimes are lag- 
ging behind plan fulfillment. The Bulgarian press, for 
example, has underscored deficiencies continually the 
past few months. Rudnichar (Sofia), March 18, reported 
that January and February, workers the Biali Briag 
Mine fulfilled their labor norms only percent. The 
newspaper also declared that the quality coal still 
poor, labor migration widespread and mining machines 
are improperly used. another commentary April 15, 
Rudnichar reported that the Novi Rudnizi mine fulfilled 
the January plan 65.6 percent, the February plan 
percent, and the March plan percent—which indi- 
cates that conditions are deteriorating steadily. 


Transport 


The transportation system another weakspot the 
Communist economy and has suffered considerably from 
worker attempts slow down traffic and the flow trade. 
its January 1953 issue, Transporten Glas summed 
prevailing conditions Bulgarian railroads stating: 
“The enemy has applied all kinds methods cause 
train delays, disorganize train traffic and increase car stop- 
pages. The enemy secretly writes slogans the walls 
cars and points out and exaggerates some difficulties 
connected with our Socialist development. intentionally 
underestimates and refutes our successes, spreads harmful 
rumors, and threatens about new war.” Romania, 
the discontent railroad men was made especially evi- 
dent February 1953, when some months before the New 
Course was announced, Premier Gheorghiu-Dej was forced 
promise workers higher wages, improved work facilities 
and better housing promises made 
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months earlier miners well. Czechoslovakia, rail- 
road transportation has grown progressively worse and, 
iar back May 1951, the regime was forced call spe- 
cial conference workers Prague remedy matters. 
newspaper Prace (Prague), May 17, 1951 revealed 
the results regime neglect and worker resistance when 
stated that during the year there had been 4,703 acci- 
cents the Prague region alone. July 1952, Rude 
Pravo (Prague) complained that Ostrava railroad shops 
could not cope with the large number damaged cars, 
July 25, 1953, Cesta Miru (Liberec) reported ex- 
ensive sabotage the railroad shops themselves. re- 
ently March 1954, the Communists tried group 
ailroad workers for distributing inciting leaflets, exploding 
ail tracks, pouring sand into the bearings railroad cars, 
carrying out other forms sabotage. The unhealthy 
the Czechoslovak transportation system prob- 
due chiefly the fact that recent years the Com- 
have concentrated producing capital goods for 
ine USSR and have built few new cars and neglected re- 
pair work. Given these conditions, worker indifference 
and diversion have had serious effect rail traffic, and 
‘he railroad disaster last Christmas, which was the largest 
series mounting accidents, undoubtedly served 
increase worker hostility. 

Hungary also, the transportation system has been 
target for dissident workers—perhaps because sabo- 
this section more difficult detect than else- 
where and easier because poor conditions. April 24, 
Nepszava (Budapest) voiced complaint which has 
been made many previous occasions: “Cross bars 
railway coaches are removed, and often traces the steel 
saw can detected. Usually the enemy who can 
found behind such vandalism. For those damaging public 
property, unwittingly become enemy assistants.” 


Factories 


Throughout industry similar attitudes are apparent: 
worker resentment manifested irresponsibility, waste 
and destruction machines and materials. Numerous pri- 
vate and official reports from the Soviet area testify per- 
sistent and sporadic sabotage. August 1953, for exam- 
ple, was reported that iron bars and hammers had been 
thrown into heavy cog wheel machinery 
vakia’s Vitkovice Steel Plant, ruining installations. Other 
machines were damaged sand which had been poured 
into oil pumps. Romania, the regime discovered No- 
vember 1953, that the bore size machine guns had 
been changed that they would not fit the caliber am- 
munition for which they had been designed. the March 
1953 Polish Plenum the Party Executive Committee, 
Minister Public Security Radkiewicz pointed out that 
diversionist activity was common throughout industry 
and transport, and cited one illustration, the Gdansk 
Shipyards, where subversionist had bored holes ship’s 
skeleton that would collapse. Similarly, recent Hun- 
garian refugee claimed that April 1954, unknown sabo- 
teurs damaged the pumps boiler room the Tata 
Power Plant. Further, the oil taps one the 


transformers were opened, and the elevator was put out 
commission hand tool which had been placed one 
the tubes. This caused hour work stoppage. The 
above examples worker sabotage represent only in- 
finitely small portion anti-Communist activity behind the 
Iron Curtain, but they suffice show that worker ani- 
mosity has caused the Communists great losses and much 
trouble. 

especially noteworthy that the captive worker has 
shown little inclination cooperate with the Communists 
the New Course. Probably, can longer coaxed 
nor cozened and, having grown immune regime propa- 
ganda, regards the Communists’ continued New Course 
emphasis “Socialist competitions,” labor discipline and 
plan fulfillment with much indifference before. These 
goals are now presented means ensuring the worker 
better living conditions the immediate future instead 
some far distant Utopia; but even with this incentive, 
the worker has manifested more ambition than hitherto. 


Desen 


Title: Old Pals. 


Caption: “Let introduce myself. I’m the blueprint most 
useful innovation.” 


“Glad make your acquaintance, I’m the written criticism 
signed lower echelon and I’m sure met before. 
matter fact, both spent three months the drawer the 
same director.” 

Urzica (Bucharest), February 18, 1954 
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likely that, having been given the first signs 
Communist conciliation, the worker’s appetite has been 
whetted; instead responding the regime had hoped, 
may reason that concessions will depend more 
continued resistance than hard work. Also, should 
remembered, that the New Course concessions have 
been limited scope: production targets are still high, the 
living standard remains far from satisfactory, and the future 
not rosy the Communists try paint it. 


Production Shortcomings 


The workers’ present attitude towards Communist plans 
has been amply illustrated press reports from Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia. According these commentaries, 
even light industrial output—which supposed benefit 


the people directly—has not greatly improved. May 


Szabad Nep (Budapest) announced that the manager and 
foreman the Bortex Shoe Factory had been sentenced 
prison because percent the shoes produced between 
January and February had been defective. The pro- 
duction defective goods has reached excessive propor- 
tions Czechoslovakia, well elsewhere the region, 
and may explained combination hasty work, neg- 
ligence, inferior raw materials and inadequate supervision. 
Poor quality production also the result worker ab- 
senteeism and job-hopping. March 23, Nova Svoboda 
(Ostrava), declared that production rejects the Vit- 
kovice Iron Works had caused the regime loss 97,- 
931,000 ($14,000,000) 1953. Further, labor turn- 
over the Iron Works had amounted one quarter the 
total personnel. Hungary, Nepszava (Budapest), April 
18, 1954, that production defective goods 
had almost doubled the period from January March. 
This situation undoubtedly one the chief reasons why 
the Communists recently have tried pinpoint managerial 
responsibility factories. “Collective leadership” applies 
mainly the Party and mass organizations, and not 
intended interfere with the strict hierarchy economic 
leadership. 

Neglect machinery and failure make timely repairs 
another complaint reiterated constantly the Com- 
munist press. Nepszava (Budapest), March 16, 1953, re- 
marked typically: “Machine maintenance and repairs are 
shamefully neglected. Worker negligence has assumed un- 
precedented proportions. For example, gear was kept 
operation despite the fact that was known that the bear- 
ing was worn out. The workers lack ingenuity; for repairs 
that could done the spot, machines are transported 
the repair shop seven kilometers away. they 
did not want work.” (Italics added.) 

Production lags are perhaps the most telling evidence 
worker resistance. Nepszava (Budapest), February 
1954, wrote: “In the Chemical Machine and Radiator 
Factory, production lagging far behind the planned tar- 
get. The production manager’s explanation that work- 
ers have lost interest and longer have the same enthusi- 
asm they had December.” This commentary sig- 
nificant revelation worker indifference the New 
Course. February 20, Nepszava supplied similar infor- 


mation, blaming apathy poor mangement: “At the Chi- 
noin factory, encouragement has had little effect. Even 
labor leaders seem leave workers their own devices. 
And the workers see the possibility meeting production 
targets very gloomy light. Even plant committee 
members not fulfill their duties; they spend their days 
sitting their desks and not mingle with workers.” 
for the Stakhanovite system, Nepszava, March 24, 1954, 
claimed that was still meeting with little success: 


“The main reason for mistakes that neither plant 
managers nor workers know Stakhanovite conditions 
and, further, there are norm guides and system. 
Not only workers, but even trade union leaders, have 
failed grasp the significance the resolutions passed 
the Ministry for making attainment the Stakhan- 
ovite title easier. What more, they have not even 
trade 
unions also have failed include this important move- 
ment their collective contracts.” 


How pervasive this apathy is, was illustrated Nep- 
szava, April when stated that production meet- 
ing the Duclos Mining Machines Factory, everything 
but the plan had been discussed: “It was very painful for 
those present that when came discussing new tasks and 
figures, Comrade Ujlaki had nothing say.” 

striking feature all reports dealing with inadequate 
production the fact that economic leaders show reluctance 
pressure workers and that, confronted with immediate 
conditions within their plants, they choose ignore re- 
gime commands. While many managers probably are un- 
equipped for the jobs given them Party bosses, also 
likely that this attitude bred out long experience 
with worker evasion well the impossibility obeying 
regime commands. Further, many Iron Curtain coun- 
tries, there shortage skilled labor, making speed and 
good quality production incompatible goals. trying 
determine the source worker and managerial apathy 
April 17, Szabad Nep (Budapest) queried bitterly: “What 
the reason for lack discipline, indifference the Party 
and government, and liberalism—which observe often 
among the leadership?” find the correct answer, Sza- 
bad Nep would have make more honest evaluation 
the Communist system than the Party can afford permit. 

The results worker resistance can calculated partly 
the large amount waste the Communist economy. 
Nepszava (Budapest), March intoned: “There waste 
not only power, coal and other materials, but also 
manpower, money and wages and what incredible 
that such waste seldom exposed and steps rarely are 
taken against With regard this complaint, note- 
worthy that the Hungarian regime recently rebuked viola- 
tions wage discipline—that is, the practice paying 
wages which exceed the established wage fund, giving “un- 
necessary bonuses” and, worst all, paying wages for 
work which has not been performed. These violations 
probably were realistic efforts plant managers boost 
worker morale; for the Party, however, they represented 
“over-implementation” the New Course. The new pro- 
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gram has definite limits, and the Communists will permit 
wage violations view their campaign cut pro- 
duction costs. The present situation Hungarian factories 
was perhaps best summed Matyas Rakosi who, 
the April 10-11 Party meeting, indirectly acknowledged 
that resistance was still 


“Most our Comrades, while reporting economic 
achievements their plants territories, were forced 
admit that production costs have increased have 
not been cut sufficiently; that productivity has not 
grown—or least the degree expected; that instances 
exceeding the wage basis and lowering norms are fre- 
quent; and last, but not least, that complaints about 
quality are numerous. Unfortunately, their reports 
lacked the determination indicating that they were ready 
eliminate these untenable circumstances once and for 
all. For instance, not one the comrades mentioned 
that Communist functionaries often were responsible 
Hungarian tolerate the fact that right be- 
fore our eyes, norms are lowered, defective goods pro- 
duced then undermine our own chances 
accomplishing our plans. This question begins 
the central problem our development, and fail 
point out this stark reality, then matter how high 
the spirits this meeting are, the meeting has failed 
its purpose.” 


What Rakosi stressing that Party members who 
opened the way “liberalism” had 
and misinterpreted regime intentions. 


Peasants 


Peasant resistance Communism has been major 
problem all Satellite regimes. The farmers’ antipathy 
not only traditional, but also due the fact that past 
years the Communists concentrated investment funds 
heavy industry the expense all other economic sec- 
tors and, the same time, embarked harsh program 
farm collectivization. result, the farm mechanization 
program was inadequate, large portion farm labor 
was drained off supplement the ranks industrial work- 
ers, peasants were forced into collectives, and 
middle peasants and kulaks were persecuted. addition, 
the Communists provoked further discontent paying 
low prices for farm products, setting high compulsory de- 
livery quotas and failing supply the rural population 
with consumer goods. reaction these policies, the 
peasant hid his produce, slaughtered livestock evade 
quotas, underfulfilled delivery norms and resorted fre- 
quent sabotage. Agricultural production began lag 
such degree that Communists all parts the area 
were forced devise series New Course measures 
stimulate farm output. These have involved slowing 
stopping collectivization, permitting dissolution kolk- 
hozes, aiding independent peasants, reducing delivery quo- 
tas and taxes, raising prices paid for farm products, and 
expanding mechanization plans. all regimes, the Com- 
munists have given collectives more privileges than private 


Nep (Budapest), April 12, 1954. 


The Kulak: “Well, brother, disguised you are, you ought 
able worm your way into kolkhoz.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), February 18, 1954 


farms and have continued profess the long-range goal 
collectivization; nevertheless, they are relying present 
increased kulak and middle peasant production ob- 
tain badly-needed food supplies. 

That the peasants have been little impressed the New 
Course indicated various official Communist reports. 
Although the Communists certainly have taken concrete 
steps agriculture, the present situation complicated 
several factors—not least among them, peasant suspicion 
regime aims. many instances, has become obvious 
that the system favoring kolkhozes over independent 
farms has not—as the Communists expected—made collec- 
tive farming more attractive the peasantry; instead, 
many peasants have seen the Communists’ need for and 
tolerance independent farm production opportunity 
make their opposition collectivization more strongly 
felt than before. Further, delivery quotas are still high, and 
the mechanization program—intended partly compen- 
sate for the shortage farm labor—-will not accom- 
plished for some time. Although too early evaluate 
New Course results agriculture, present information 
points the fact that peasants continue feel oppressed 
and that anti-regime activity retains its previous forms. 


Sabotage 


Arson and thefts kolkhoz property have been con- 
demned two major forms peasant resistance. its 
August 10, 1952 issue, Rude Pravo (Prague) revealed the 
extent arson exclaiming bitterly that the regime had 
suffered loss almost one billion koruny because fires. 
Similarly, Front (Sofia), July 25, 1951, wrote: 
“One the most serious weaknesses the Stalin district 
inadequate vigilance for crop preservation. From June 
July this year, fires have occurred different 
parts the Peasants also have taken revenge 


l- 
n 
l- 


the Communists delivering infected grain the State 
and damaging farm machinery. The following press ex- 
cerpts, taken from Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) June 
and July 1950, amply illustrate common peasant practices: 
“They tried damage tractor Mokresh village, Lom 
county. Belitza village, enemies succeeded throw- 
ing metal file into the sheaves damage the threshing 
machine. Kulak Dimitrov has changed the parts 
his reaping machine that cannot used.” And 
throughout the Soviet orbit, reports such the one below, 
printed Izgrev (Sofiz.), January 1951, have consist- 
ently appeared the Party press: 

“Mass slaughter cattle was allowed the Stara 
Zagora district. Kulaks and hostile elements who, dur- 
ing the campaign for crop gathering and fall sowing 
and plowing, spread their destructive activity, are now 
trying sabotage the breeding and feeding cattle 
kolkhozes. Thousands cattle and sheep are declared 
unfit and are put aside for slaughter.” 


Hiding farm produce and refusing fulfill compulsory 
delivery quotas are usual peasant devices evade regime 
pressures. Two items, published Rabotnichesko Delo 
(Sofia), May 10, 1950 and July 21, 1950, represent typical 
attitudes adopted farmers all parts the Soviet 
orbit: 

“Fulfillment rural economic tasks hampered 
kulak resistance. During grain purchasing, hundreds 
hiding places for wheat and corn have been exposed. 
Three Kladentzi village, tons grain have been 
found concealed, ever since 1946, eight hiding places 
kulak Kamen Similar cases have oc- 
curred 

“Hostile kulak activity Russe district has not yet 
been liquidated. Ivanov from Zavet village 
advised farmers public meeting not deliver their 
grain the state.” 


revealing insight into the captive farmers’ present at- 
titude was the reaction Hungarian peasants Premier 
Imre Nagy’s New Course statement that dissolution 
kolkhozes would permitted. response this promise, 
the peasants started mass movement for leaving and 
breaking collectives. Mass desertions from kolkhozes dis- 
rupted farm work, and individual peasants rushed onto 
kolkhoz land pillage crops, reclaim lost land, and incite 
collective farm members action against their own kol- 
khozes.* Further, many farmers thought that the regime 
would abandon its agrarian policy entirely, and instead 
regarding the New Course incentive raise pro- 
ductivity, they grew bolder their refusals meet deliv- 
ery quotas, which they believed would reduced even 
further. October 30, 1953, Radio Budapest felt obliged 
point out that the New Course was way sign 
regime weakness: “The enemy describes cancellation 
delivery arrears and concessions granted under the new 
produce collection sign weakness; the enemy spreads 
lies that the present concessions will followed others 
and that peasants therefore must not surrender their prod- 


The regime itself admitted percent the kolkhozes dis- 
solved and about per cent the kolkhozniks out the col- 
lectives. 


uce. number our local councils not stand 
such hostile views with sufficient determination.” Other 
farmers decided that the New Course concessions were 
only tactical maneuvers and that the regime was “fattening 
peasants for future kill.” This attitude was widespreac 
that September 29, 1953, Premier Nagy saw fit de- 
nounce “enemy propaganda” which claimed that govern- 
ment aid farmers was “transitory phenomenon.” 

Throughout the summer and fall, the Party press was 
filled with examples anti-kolkhoz activity, which at- 
tributed “kulak sabotage.” The following report, 

zabad Nep (Budapest), August 1953, typical many 
which have appeared recent months: 


“Gradually number members [on the Fusesgy- 
armat kolkhoz] failed report for work. Presently, the 
bulk members noticed that they were caught between 
two fires: the one hand, they had wage struggle 
for harvesting the ripe crop, and the other, they had 
defend their kolkhoz against disruptive elements. 
The root the trouble was that the fall some work- 
ing peasants, who had not yet been convinced the 
advantages farming common, were forced join 
the kolkhoz. They worked without enthusiasm, they 
worked all: several them did work and sabo- 
taged all efforts. These peasants sowed the seeds hesi- 
tancy the hearts many other members.” 


August 1953, Szabad Nep printed similar article, 


“False rumors multiplied like mushrooms. The kulaks 
leapt about like fish water. Kulak boys misled the 
the situation the kolkhoz grew worse and 
The incited peasants were carried away their pas- 
sions. ‘Let sign the declaration that not want 
remain the kolkhoz.’ These words were followed 
action, and evening the majority members had 
signed petition for dissolution the kolkhoz.” 


October 1953, Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), re- 
porting the Petofi kolkhoz Adand explained condi- 
tions follows: 


“The villagers taunted saying: ‘Your independ- 
ence exists only paper. fact, when you have 
worked yourselves death and finally succeed devel- 
oping your kolkhoz, the government will put their hands 
it’. These harmful ideas pierced the people like 
spears. Adand seems decent village, and yet 


“On the basis investigations has been determined 
that lawyers, sympathizing with class enemies, who 
were involved with persons hostile the 
have started, their own initiative, actions against 
kolkhozes. Such dangerous activities directed against 
the people and the interests the state required ener- 


getic interference. must stated that the dis- 
ciplinary committees the lawyers’ associations did not 
handle these cases with the proper seriousness and se- 
The sentences were not proportion the 
grave anti-social character the crimes.” 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 14, 1954 
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hostile elements have pounced upon villagers, and par- 
ticularly kolkhoz members, like serpents released 
from hell.” 


Mass exodus from kolkhozes also has characterized re- 
cent farm developments Czechoslovakia. Elsewhere 
tae region, dissolution kolkhozes has not been part 
tae New Course program, although conditions for leaving 
collectives may have been eased somewhat. According 
reports, however, the farm concessions granted all 
arts the area have not resulted sharp improvements. 
lor instance, Radio Kossuth, May 12, 1954, declared: “At 
almost nobody has met his delivery obligations. 
far, the village has delivered only 4.4 percent its milk, 
10.3 percent its egg, and 9.8 percent its poultry 
cuota. Many peasants are still arrears with last year’s 
celiveries. Honest farmers have learned with satisfaction 
measures will taken against the saboteurs.” 

The Warsaw weekly Zielony Sztandar, April 19-25, an- 
rounced that peasants had been imprisoned for periods 
from eight months one year for failing deliver 
grain and livestock the State. the same time, officials 
the Ministry Purchases also were sent jail for ac- 
cepting bribes from peasants return for falsified receipts 
siating that they had delivered their quotas. That diffi- 
culties were widespread was indicated Radio Warsaw, 
May 24, 1954, which announced that special conference 
the State Purchasing Apparatus had been held deal 
with lags livestock and milk deliveries. According 
the commentator, the employees the Purchasing 
Apparatus were too indulgent towards kulaks. “For exam- 
ple, Lukawica and Kamienica kulak resistance was 
not broken until recently. Thus was wonder that 
Lukawica, where the class enemy prevails, livestock deliv- 
eries many peasants are overdue, and milk deliveries are 
insignificant.” 

Bulgaria, sowing lags were condemned all spring. 
April 22, Otechestven Glas (Plovdiv) complained that ma- 
chine tractor stations were far behind ploughing, and 
May the same newspaper stated that May only 


since the comrades criticized for being careless have 
begun carrying all the secret documents me.” 


Urzica, February 18, 1954 


“Kulaks Vas County launched attack against 
kolkhozes and spread malicious rumors about Party and 
State leaders. They hired day laborers, invaded kolkhoz 
lands, had the crop harvested, and wanted carry 


off. Kolkhoz members defended their crop. The three 
were taken into police custody.” 


Radio Kossuth, July 10, 1953 


percent the planned area had been sown with cotton. 
“In number Pazardjik, not even one de- 
care had been sown with cotton May 3.” Bulgarian to- 
bacco planting also lagged behind schedule and milk and 
meat deliveries continued unsatisfactory. Writing 
April 29, 1954, Otechestven Front (Sofia), revealed: 

“In some counties the plan for state deliveries 
milk during the first quarter, well April, have 
not been fulfilled. Russe, Plovdiv, Kolarovgrad and 
Stara-Zagora lag considerably plan 
some places the milk all dairy cattle not deliv- 


ered. [In some villages] not even one liter milk was 
delivered.” 


And May 19, 1954, Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia) com- 
plained that purchases lamb, beef and pork were unsat- 
isfactory and that many villages had delivered meat 
all for the first quarter the year. The above official com- 
plaints indicate that peasants behind the Iron Curtain 
have shown themselves far from cooperative ful- 
filling New Course plans. 

Although impossible within the scope this article 
deal with all the manifestations resistance Com- 
munism, necessary say here that the Satellite regimes 
have encountered apathy, resentment and open hostility 
among all strata society. This opposition frequently has 
been channeled into formation various underground 
groups well into sporadic partisan warfare. has 
been expressed also widespread listening Western 
radio broadcasts, sudden outbursts against local leaders, 
continued religious worship, anti-Soviet demonstrations, 
and numerous other kinds activity. The New Course 
has involved therefore not only revision economic tar- 
gets but also change attitude towards various social 
groups. Promises, for instance, have been made treat 
the “technical intelligentsia” with more consideration, 
release labor camp inmates, show tolerance towards 
“bourgeois elements,” “liberalize” art, institute “legality” 
and, general, permit more freedom expression. 
Efforts appease tradesmen, enlist the support profes- 
sional men and former Army officers, and encourage 
managerial and worker initiative have also been initiated. 

One the most serious problems the Communists have 
had face the resistance youth. Over the past few 
years, the Party has issued innumerable complaints about 
young people’s bourgeois attitudes and emulation West- 
ern customs. Resentment Communism has been mani- 
fested “hooliganism”, which often amounts nothing 


‘ 
> 
e- 
li- 
#4 


more than wearing American-style ties, chewing gum, lis- 
tening American jazz reading and distributing “west- 
erns,” well indifference Marxist-Leninist courses 
and Communist youth activities. the World Youth Fes- 
tival Bucharest, was reported that among the various 
illegal manifestoes handed out underground groups, one 
the most prominent was signed National Committee 
Young Workers and Students Romania. That the 
New Course has not brought about any great change the 
attitude youth was suggested two recent items the 
Hungarian press. recently April 25, the youth paper, 
Szabad Ifjusag (Budapest) rebuked students’ lack dis- 
cipline: “This year there were 1,200 disciplinary cases 
the Technical University. some cases, such the 
fourth year thermo-dynamics class, whole circles stu- 
dents refused perform the obligatory tasks. Often, 
days when only one two classes are given, percent 


the students are more striking was the com- 
plaint published Kozneveles, November 1953: 


“Of the enrolled students, the largest percent failed 
appear for entrance examinations for Russian courses 
the Lenin Institute. While only five percent the 
students who registered the medical faculty the 
technical university were absent for entrance examina- 
tions, percent failed appear the Lenin Institute. 
This case shows that many students registered the 
Lenin Institute under pressure and not result 
good educational work. some high schools not 


single pupil has been enrolled for Russian classes 


The above commentary indicative the Communists’ 
failure convert youth into new “Socialist” men 
convince them become chief advocates the Party’s 
program the town and countryside. 


Killed Red Tape 


Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), March 21, carried story about man whose death 
was announced and his apartment seized the local Council, and although has 
presented himself with all his documents, has not yet been able convince the 


Council that alive. 


The man Janos Wertheim, salesman delicatessen store downtown 
Budapest. February 17, 1954, the man’s house superintendent received notice 
from the District Council, stating that Mr. Wertheim was dead and that his empty 


apartment was being taken over. 
redress,” stated. 


“Against this decision there room for legal 


Instead alarming the man and his “widow,” the superintendent went the 
Council herself, but nobody would believe her. “The deceased should present him- 


self person,” was the answer. 


The “deceased” went the Council, taking his birth certificate, since had 
death certificate. But still one believed him. was told that detective 


would sent investigate. 


The poor “deceased” was especially angry because the flesh and blood 
counted for less than all the files, cards, official papers, serial numbers, registration 
numbers, etc. which proved was dead. was also upset because should 
really die his apartment would seized without determining whether had wife 
and children. Why had they not sent the investigator the beginning instead 


preparing countless official papers? 


After several weeks had passed, Wertheim wrote letter the Council: “Be- 
cause alleged decease apartment was officially seized February 17. 
The house superintendent and have proved person that living. Please, 
annul decease and the seizure apartment.” 

March nothing had yet happened and detective had started the inves- 
tigation. the “deceased” Janos Wertheim works every day the delicatessen 
store and waiting for his resurrection. the meantime comforted the 
Council which assures him that “it [the red tape] like that all the Districts 


Budapest.” 
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Wheels 


streetcar, street and Varsovian cafe are 
perhaps the most characteristic features the 
Polish capital. Here, more than anywhere else, 
can observed the temper the Warsaw citi- 
zens, who even the face Communist tyranny 
and drabness, preserve their sense humor and 
refuse lose hope. The article below the story 
young Varsovian woman who escaped the 
West the end 1953. 


WARTIME destruction Warsaw’s public transport 

system has not yet been remedied meet the de- 

mands made present day traffic. Public ve- 
hicles are always crowded and during rush passen- 
gers hang busses and streetcars like grapes. Although 
the streetcars the center the city are comparatively 
good condition, many those the suburbs are sorry 
wrecks. The busses are better. None them date back 
prewar days and they are all Hungarian French 
origin. Their efficiency hampered, however, lack 
material for repairs and maintenance. The worn tires 
puncture frequently and passengers must either change 
walk because repairs take hours. 

Warsaw has some nine trolley bus lines with four dif- 
ferent types trolley busses: new Hungarian and French, 
old Russian given Moscow Warsaw, and old Russian 
rebuilt Warsaw workshops. The Moscow trolley busses 
are instruments torment for passengers: they rattle, 
shake, smell burnt rubber and insulation often burns 
through and electrifies parts the bus. 

The Achilles heel the MZK (Municipal Communica- 
tions Board) the problem streetcar rolling stock. Much 
has been written the subject, with and without humor, 
but there little available stock for the city’s needs and 
little chance future improvement. New quotas street- 
cars amount four ten cars month and are merely 
drop the sea compared with the actual needs the 
city. safe face the MZK uses the newest cars the 
main communication lines, but the suburbs only worn 
out cars. Riding such cars belongs one the more 
special experiences one’s life and may considered 
test nerves. The front car usually all right, but the 
cars following, particularly high speed, move from one 
side the other defying the front car. This accom- 
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Caption: The Road Calvary Alexander Tolstoy 


Nowa Kultura (Warsaw), December 1953 


panied unbelievable noise and the passengers shake 
suffering from attack malaria. For those unac- 
customed this “Socialist” progressive technique, 15- 
minute ride enough make them buy least five as- 
pirins against headache any the “socialized” drug 
stores. But the pills won’t help much. prepared for 
such adventure, one must have stock foreign-made 
aspirins bought the black market, sent from abroad 
one’s friends relatives. 

The Varsovians, however, are people who manage 
make joke even bad situation and thus these old, 
worn-out, shaking streetcars have been given nickname: 
the dairy streetcar. The joke derives its name from the fact 
that when our well-known suburban Varsovian tradeswo- 
men tribe still clinging private initiative like the last 
the Mohicans) enters streetcar with copper pitcher 
milk, churns itself into butter after few trolley stops. 
Hence, the dairy streetcar. 


Overcrowding 


The small number streetcar causes constant over- 
crowding. During rush hours this assumes unbelievable 
dimensions. For years finding solution has been the ob- 
ject many experiments, but results are visible. 
special ordinance the Council Ministers had been 
issued staggering working hours for different offices and 
plants, ranging from beginning 6:30 10:00 a.m. But 
this and other ordinances have not improved the situation. 
Actions organized militiamen and fines imposed 
those charged with violating the rules have also failed 
help much. The militia actions were immediately nick- 
named “collecting the vine grapes,” for indeed such 
overcrowded streetcar resembled ripe grapevine. 


almost impossible imagine the ingenuity Var- 
sovians finding places already jampacked streetcar. 
The place the connecting buffers between cars re- 
served for young people; the same applies the place 
near the window—outside the windows, course. Such 
passengers, who, under different circumstances might im- 
mediately employed circus, hold the window 
frames and rest their feet the trolley undercarriage. 
This car riding especially practised sum- 
mer: the windows are then open and one can really hold 
the frame. The stairs streetcars are accessible 
during the ride “young” people both sexes from 
60. Women rule not withdraw from these 
battlefields, holding place the stairs, supported, 
one must admit, the uglier sex. 

This riding grapevine” has become kind sport. 
Sometimes, even when the car following immediately be- 
hind crowded car would offer more space, the Varsovian 
irrelevant whether really hurry not: hurry, 
hurry seems his first motto. And with certain kind 


-of hazard. holds streetcar with militiaman 


chasing and the militiaman’s hand there already 
the book rules. The passengers whisper: “Will catch 
us, not?” Their sympathy always with their fellow- 
traveller desperately holding the racing streetcar. 


Streetcar Conversations 


The main attraction the streetcars the conversation. 
Talks Warsaw streetcars are varied, sharp and gay, and 
usually begin sharp duet. This soon joined the 
passengers, acting chorus, and depending the issue 
involved, the chorus may harmonious dissenting. The 
spectacle soon acquires another actor, the conductor, and 
usually ends outburst laughter. Let try re- 
construct few such talks. Somebody standing the 
platform asks his neighbor, who barring his way the 
stairway: “Are you getting off now, Mister?” 

“Why, look like it?” 

Or: 

get off corn?” 

“Why, are you getting off already?” 

Longer talks start when hurried passenger, one 
who likes his convenience, tries enter the car the front 
platform. This forbidden. That platform reserved 
for exit, for invalids, disabled soldiers, pregnant wo- 
men, etc. passenger tries enter violation the 
rules. The driver spots him and, raising his voice, “re- 
quests”: “Get off and get through the back platform!” 

rule, the passenger does not obey and the following 
dialogue ensues: 

will you get off?” 

“No, because I’m already on.” 

“And say you will get off.” 

get off stop.” 

“No, sir, get off now.” 

“No, won’t.” 

The driver resorts his final threat: shall not move 
until you get off.” 


this point the passengers become interested. They 
see that the dialogue might have unpleasant consequences 
for them. They begin react different ways. Some 
say: “Get off, for goodness sakes. Everyone hurry 
and you are only holding up.” Or, “Go on, driver, 
what difference does make you? He’s already on. 
Let him go.” rule, however, the driver wins, for sooner 
later militiaman appears and the passenger gets off 
“gotten off.” 

The first streetcars appear 4:30 the morning and 
run until 11:30 midnight. Almost cars run after that 
and the few that operate only the main lines the 
center the city. Night ride tickets are more expensive 
and the usual reductions permitted during the day are dis- 
allowed. Although the regularity still bad, the fact 
that has improved considerably since 1951-52. Street- 
hour intervals before appearing again. But there still 
regular timetable which base arrivals and de- 
partures. 


The Moscow “Gifts” 


The most uncomfortable and dangerous are the old So- 
viet busses. Indeed, this gift from the “brotherly Soviet 
Union” testifies well the true intentions the Russians 
toward Poland. These busses shake and tremble like 
fever and this accompanied noise which can 
compared that four-engined airplane. One also 
burning insulation. For further entertainment, the pas- 
sengers get form electric treatment. Daily, one who 
has been careless enough hold some metal part gets 
electric shock. After few stops the passenger leaves this 
miracle Soviet technique with feeling relief and 
headache. 

One can only sorry for the drivers and conduc- 
tors who have spend full eight hours such thing. 
Sometimes, this cannot accepted merely humorous 
adventure, for older people, more susceptible electric 
shock, often suffer serious consequences. Moreover, the 
trolley busses are dangerous the operating personnel, 
because the drivers’ cabins are badly constructed, and 
because motion the trolley busses are apt begin shoot- 
ing electric sparks which cause fires, difficult for drivers 
get out his shelter case fire. Thus, rule, the 
driver the first get burned. This deplorable state 
the old Soviet trolley busses compelled the regime make 
certain indispensable alterations improve safety. Al- 
though still unsatisfactory, least they are longer 
danger passengers. 


Tariffs 


Fares depend the type transport used. single 
normal fare for streetcar costs groszy, trolley bus 
ticket groszy and bus ticket groszy. Conductors 
often not have change and necessary for cus- 
tomers overpay. The famous “economy accounting” 
the MZK carried absurd lengths. Conductors start 
their routes with empty bag and strictly observe rule 
which provides that passenger must have the exact fare. 
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There are transfer tickets, and passenger must prepared for eventualities that accidents are rare. 
chase his ticket every time changes vehicles. One can, Rates for taxis vary. During the day one pays 3.60 zloty 
buy book ten tickets, although each one first km. and 1.80 for each thereafter, the meter 
costs much the ones purchased individually. off each half km. The night rates are fifty per- 
one ticket supposed encourage passengers cent higher and begin 11:00 p.m. and end 5:00 a.m. 
buy larger number than one ticket time, but be- still show the old rates (changed the spring 
the ten tickets must used within days pur- 1953) that passenger and driver have work out the 
chase, this uneconomical. sum paid themselves. 
School children, disabled veterans, invalids, families The aristocracy taxi life Warsaw are the city taxis, 
etc., have the right purchase tickets re- exclusively the Soviet-made Pobiedas. They 
rates. Identity cards must produced the time more comfortable but view the fact that they 
purchase. Children below three, MZK employees, mil- been poorly kept since their purchase (1951), they 
tia functionaries and Army privates can use all transpor- slowly becoming like the privately-owned cars. 
ation free. driver who services Pobieda city employee and pays 
little attention the welfare the machine. There are 
some 800 private cabs and some 250 city-owned cabs 
Those who have money travel taxi, and those who Warsaw, and the shortage here makes impossible get 
ill haven’t also. The Warsaw taxi drivers have not cab during the rush hours. 
hanged much since prewar times. They are the same But, whatever the crowding and inconvience—on trolley, 
old, shrewd creatures, capable distinguishing between trolley bus, regular bus—the Varsovians have somehow 
muck-a-muck, pauperized intellectual, managed keep their perspective and even, from time 
country yokel (the latter may driven Grand Central time, enjoy the transportation mess. Certainly, they have 
via Hoboken). been able make jokes it, and the face transport 
Warsaw taxis are like old, prehistoric antiques recon- the entire Soviet orbit, this probably 
structed from all caliber parts and cars. The 1939 they will able about for some time 
novelty. Taxi drivers know their cars, however, and come. 
nis 


They See 


the Human Female) revelation “the American way life.” 


the propagandists seized the second Kinsey Report (Sexual Behavior 


After reviewing Kinsey’s report and underlining the fact that “the decisive 
majority the women interviewed belong the wealthy upper class,” article 
the Hungarian newspaper Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), September 20, listed what 
the reviewer held the deficiencies the book: 

Kinsey] neglects show that the whole American entertainment industry 
based large part adultery, that everywhere the misuse sex exposed, not 
for the sake deterring improving, but stimulate the appetite hesitant 


people. 


“While dealing with the sexual licentiousness American youth, [Kinsey] 
does not mention, course, that the newspapers, radio, television, movies, comic 
books, all combine destroy suggestion the morals youth. All serve empha- 
size youth that sex experience—90 percent the people interviewed had had 
such experience before their eighteenth year—as well hitting fellow creatures 
the jaw and using flame-throwers and napalm bombs—all these activities give them 
the status grown-up people.” 


ic- 
us 
ric 
el, 
a 
us 
ors 
us- 
of 
art 
ule 
re. 


ROPOSALS for improving municipal transportation 

are political campaign cliche any large city today, 

and the cities the Soviet bloc are exception. The 
Warsaw subway has been showpiece regime propa- 
ganda Communist Poland for years. Periodically the 
Communist press carried lengthy and lyrical descriptions 
its size and magnificence, and promoted prize contests 
designs for the subway stations. For this subway was 
not only proof the triumph Soviet progress, but also 
monument it, the grandiose architectural style 
the famous Moscow subway (see 

But the question now being asked is—what has become 
the Warsaw subway? Has proved costly 
fiasco? 

The Polish Communist regime first announced the de- 
tails the plan 1950. The subway was about 
miles long, electrically operated 600 volts, running be- 
tween Plac Unii the Mokotow section and 
Plac Komuny Paryskiej (formerly Wilson Place) Zoli- 
borz, with ten station stops and extension across the 
Vistula River the suburb Praga. Its estimated cost 
was 28-30 million dollars. 

That existing transportation facilities Warsaw are 
greatly overburdened can assumed from comparing 
these statistics: Paris, there one unit transporta- 
tion for every 530 inhabitants, London, one for every 
600 inhabitants, while Warsaw has only one unit for every 
900 persons. But the ambitious Warsaw subway scheme was 
viewed with skepticism from the start West European 
municipal planning experts, who noted that the Polish 
regime had also proposed increase surface transporta- 
tion Warsaw from 200 500 busses, 225 trackless 
trolleys, 500 600 streetcars, total cost 8.4 11.2 
million dollars. Neither the size the city nor its surface 


Underground 


Warsaw 


Have Warsaw strap-hangers been taken for ride? 


traffic congestion seemed any practical grounds jus- 
tify the additional expenditure 28-30 million dollars for 
subway—a conclusion which the Communists now seem 
have arrived their own devious path. 

The Warsaw subway first reached the blueprint stage 
1929, and the Communists revived the project after their 
occupation Poland. 1948 special office studies 
for Rapid Municipal Transit drew plans which were 
submitted the Central Committee the PZPR (Polish 
Communist Party), approved Bierut, and incorporated 
into the Six-Year Plan. was stipulated, however, that 
the plans must “subject approval Soviet experts.” 
The experts, after two-month stay Warsaw, approved 
the project principle, but introduced important 
change. Polish engineers had planned build the subway 
the “cut-and-cover” system. This method—which was 
used for the Paris and New York subways—calls for con- 
struction the subway line shallow depth under the 
streets, which are first dug and then covered after the 
tunnel completed and the tracks laid. The Soviet experts 
declared themselves favor deep-level system—which 
was used London and Moscow—with line 20-50 
meters underground. According West European engi- 
neers, there are technical reasons why this system should 
used Warsaw. Warsaw built moist sands and 
marshes, and the water seepage makes this method not 
only extremely costly, but also technically difficult, involv- 
ing continuous drainage subsoil water, maintenance 
power pumps, and, Moscow, freezing the sands with 
calcium chlorate. 

There are two possible explanations for the Soviet pref- 
erence. The Moscow subway was started 1932 Eng- 
lish engineers, and seems likely that the Russians are not 
familiar with any other methods construction. This 
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supposition strengthened the fact that Soviet engi- 
neers employed the same method constructing the Buda- 
subway. addition, deep-level tunnels can used 
air-raid shelters, while shallow subways not provide 
bombing attacks. any rate, this 
imposed the Russian experts increased the cost 
the planned subway one-third one-half. 

September 24, 1951, Zycie Warszawy (Warsaw) an- 
that preparatory work had been completed and 
ground broken for the subway. Then the troubles 
May 1953, Radio Warsaw broadcast ad- 
mitted that “the exceptionally difficult geological condi- 
ions met with construction the Warsaw subway are 
seriously delaying its progress. The building the main 
haft, which should have taken four six months, has 
taken months. has been found that underground 
system the world has encountered such physical 
problems has the Warsaw subway.” Obviously, Soviet 
drilling machines were having trouble with the heavy War- 
saw subsoil, and the calcium chlorate which was used suc- 
cessfully Moscow was not proving effective the more 
waterlogged Warsaw sands. However, June 30, 1953, 
the crew the subway shaft No. “made the triumphant 
report that their shaft had been driven the required 
depth days advance the date set the Plan” and 
sent telegram Bierut, “the first constructor People’s 
Poland.” 

News about the subway fell off sharply during the latter 
part 1953 and, significantly, was not mentioned the 
March 1954 PZPR Congress, which discussed minute 
detail regime economic plans for the coming two years. 
probable that the technological difficulties, plus the 
new economic policy emphasizing consumer goods produc- 
tion rather than heavy construction works, have forced the 
regime stop the subway. 


The architecture the Warsaw subway stations indis- 
tinguishable from that the Moscow stations completed last 
year. The Soviet model apparent throughout, the pseudo- 
classical columns, the high-arched ceilings, the heroic statuary 
and the false gleam the polished doors. Everything done 
give palatial atmosphere and obscure the fact that these 
costly rooms are subway stations. When contrasted with the 
shabby clothes the workers who will use the subway, the 
grandeur another example the Potemkin facade, the 
imperial showpiece disguising the drab reality Communism. 


Prize Winner 


“This drawing won first prize contest sketches for 
subway station Plac Teatralny (Theater Square) War- 
saw. The walls the interior are covered with Kielce 
marble. The space between the walls and the tracks will 
used for benches and ventilation installations. The oval-shaped 
ceiling will covered with glass mosaic and rich ornamental 
frieze with medallion portraits famous theater stars. The 
center the station platform will connected with the out- 
side escalator, the top which will niche con- 
taining symbolizing theater art. the most 
prominent walls there will mosaics showing scenes from 
greatest masterpieces Polish drama.” 
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Stolica (Warsaw), February 1953 


Big Brother 


Broadcasts 


over what may serious threat Western efforts 

maintain contact with the peoples behind the Iron 
Curtain. This the Soviet attempt control radio audi- 
ences the Communist-dominated countries means 
the wired radio system. 

According their power and proximity the trans- 
mitting station, standard —i.e., sets 
Europe can pick local, national and foreign broadcasts. 
The technical principle wired radio differs that aerial 
transmissions are not received directly the listeners’ own 
sets. Instead, loudspeakers, installed apartments, houses, 
factories, public squares and cafeterias, are connected 
overhead wires reception and diffusion center equipped 
with powerful wireless receiving set, amplifier and 
microphone. These centers (usually set the local 
post office) are operated Communist functionaries, who 
keep the receiving set tuned official broadcasts and re- 
lay selections the programs, supplemented local news 
and local interest material originating the spot and 
broadcast over the microphone. theory and effect, 
public address system. 

The significant feature this system that the listener 
has choice over what may hear, beyond the option 
turning his loudspeaker off. Even this minimal 
switch control provided only home sets. The loud- 
speakers public places function entirely according the 
wired radio center’s dictate: the audience quite literally 
captive. Romania, this system was nicknamed radio- 
fixare, which means “fixed radio.” Communist termi- 
nology, called “radiofication.” 

Radiofication goes hand hand with the spread elec- 
tricity. isolated villages previously without electricity, 
wired radio installed when the first electric current 
brought in, each village being assigned one receiving set 
for the wired radio center and varying number loud- 
speakers. Thus, radiofication has been most extensive 
the rural undeveloped Satellite countries such Albania, 
Bulgaria, Romania and the Baltic Countries. Bulgaria 
reported have 200,000 loudspeakers, against none 
three years ago. Radiofication was begun also Romania 
three years ago; today the country has 280,000 loudspeak- 


FREE WORLD has become increasingly concerned 


Title: Habit 
Caption: The number villages with radio reception has increased 


our country. have modern technique but old-fashioned 
entertainment. (The microphone marked “Radio 


Sturshel (Sofia), January 25, 1952 


ers, half which were installed the past year. Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw), April 22, 1954, reported 1,179,000 loud- 
speakers Poland. Lithuania, there were 60,000 loud- 
speakers May 1953, according Sovietskaya Litva. 
The wired radio system was begun the Soviet Union 
the and probable that this time the Russian 
radio audience largely controlled wired radio. The 
Russian system scheduled completed this year. 
The most rapid progress has been Hungary, where 
the number loudspeakers rose 300 percent 1953. 
There are now over 250,000 loudspeakers Hungary 
(population: million), increasing the rate about 
7000 month. this pace, wired radio could com- 
plete control Hungarian audiences 1957. far 
Czechoslovakia, well-electrified country where pre-war 
radio ownership was almost universal, has been the least 
affected the new was not even introduced 
there until July 1953, but according Lidova Demokracie 
(Prague), April 10, 1954, 120 centers feeding 200,000 


loudspeakers are put into operation this year. 


The Radio “Fix” 


what grounds the Communists justify the imposi- 
tion “fixed radio” their populations? Obviously the 
people cannot unaware the fact that the system 
highly restrictive, that still another instance State 
usurpation personal freedom. The Satellite regimes thus 
feel obliged “sell” the idea the public. Poland, 
wired radio was defended “the only solution” Try- 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), April 22, 1954: 


“The Nazis destroyed our radio industry entirely and 
confiscated all our radio sets. Thus, when the first [post- 
war] broadcasting station was being set Lublin 
1944 (it was loaned the Soviet government) 
there were radio sets our country over which the 
public could listen. was therefore necessary 
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start from scratch, and the only solution was the intro- 
Regime spokesmen for the system stress that wired radio 

has “better reception,” and less costly, than wireless radio. 


spokesman Radio Prague, July 1953, even claimed 


advantage for wired radio the fact that “no tuning 

“better reception” meant first all “freedom from 
large part, interference Western radio stations. This 
openly stated Dr. Neuman, the Minister 
Svobodne Slovo (Prague), May 1954, Dr. Neuman 
cited wired radio effective means shutting out 
\Vestern broadcasts: 

The violation the 1948 Wave Band Conven- 
tion the imperialists, particularly the United States, 
constitutes grave problem. They occupy the wave 
bands with their stations located Western Germany 
and and the transmission 
grossly interferes with large number stations Cen- 
tral Europe, including our own. 

“Of course will not stand for this aggression, and 
will take steps defeat it. One the means com- 
pletely prevent disturbances our radio transmissions 
the wired radio system.” 

Expansion the system greatly encouraged offer- 
ing loudspeakers listeners far lower prices than tunable 
radios. Wired radio unquestionably less expensive in- 
stall and operate than wireless facilities: according 
Radio Prague, July 1953, the costs are only percent 
those ordinary radio. The regime adds the favor- 
able financial aspect charging much smaller license fees 
for loudspeakers than for regular radios. 

Hungary, installation loudspeaker, which be- 
comes private property, costs $17.50, while tunable sets 
range from $70 $170. The monthly license fee cents 
for speaker; cents for radio. Poland, loudspeak- 
ers cost about $25; regular radios about $200. Ro- 
mania, loudspeakers cost $15; $75 the minimum price 
for one-wave wireless set. Czechoslovakia has the lowest 
prices for loudspeakers—$6—and regular three-wave set 
costs $150.* 


Wireless Fading? 


the intention the Communists eliminate all 
wireless radio listening? The rapid growth the wired 
radio networks and the ambitious “plans” seem point 
this. However, Radio Prague commentary October 
25, 1953, remarked that “the introduction wired radios 
will not eliminate the private use wireless sets.” 
the U.S., radios are standard household items Czecho- 
slovakia; recently March 25, 1954, Radio Prague re- 
vealed that there are million wireless sets the country. 
According Przeglad Kulturalny March 31, 
1954, there are 1,250,000 sets Poland. Lithuania, 
60,000 wireless sets were registered May 1953— 
approximately the same the number wired radio 


All prices computed official exchange rates. 


After the initiation the New Course emphasis pro- 
duction consumer goods, individual radio sets were fre- 
quently mentioned among the goods which were 
made increasingly available the people. Wireless radio 
sets were among the items affected the recent price 
cuts* Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland—(Radio 
Warsaw, April 1954, announced that the price radio 
sets would reduced percent May 1). Czecho- 
slovak refugee who escaped March said that “did not 
believe that wired radio could introduced his country 
under normal conditions” [i.e., peacetime]. had “heard 
of” the wired radio system; had read about the 
newspapers and also heard from some his acquaintances 
that “this system widely used the USSR and Po- 
land, because very cheap.” But, pointed out, “al- 
most every family Czechoslovakia has wireless set and 
those who could not afford one the past had oppor- 
tunity buy one the spring [of 1954], when prices were 
reduced. the time the currency reform [1953], nobody 
was able buy set because the high prices and gen- 
eral shortage cash. Now, however, people are again 
buying because the conditions for buying radio have 
improved 

broadcast over Radio Kossuth, May 12, 1954, dis- 
closed that the Belioanisz factory Hungary has devel- 
oped and marketing new radio-building set. “con- 
sists five parts from which set suitable for receiving 
both short and medium wave lengths can constructed. 
the end April, [the factory] began manufacturing the 
first 100 sets the set has already been displayed sev- 
eral places, and present can seen the third coun- 
try-wide radio amateurs’ exhibition.” 

However, most radio sets being manufactured the 
Iron Curtain countries prices within reach the pub- 
lic are limited-reception one-wave sets with listening range 
confined local, Party-controlled transmissions. typical 
example this so-called “people’s radio,” produced the 
Orion factory Hungary, has fixed tuning dial, and only 
three stations can heard over it: Kossuth, Petofi, and 
the nearest regional station. Poland manufactures three 
special types radio sets for home use “Pionier”, 
and receive programs the 
nearest radio station only. Such sets make the bulk 
the wireless radios cited regime statistics. More power- 
ful radio sets are allocated first the wired radio centers 
and are occasionally awarded shockworkers prizes, 
etc. Few them find their way into private hands, be- 
cause their cost and because the government, mak- 
ing use the standard European practice licensing 
radios, can control both the number and distribution 
short-wave 

These limited-reception wireless sets are also effective 
keeping out Western broadcasts. Wired radio thus not 
merely defensive weapon the hands the Com- 
munists: serves more aggressive purpose practical 
means communicating the demands the regime the 
people who must carry them out. Trybuna Ludu (War- 


See News From Behind The Iron Curtain—May, pp. 1-2, 49; 
June, 43. 
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saw), October 16, 1953, wrote: “One the most effica- 
cious instruments agitation and propaganda wired 
radio. Broadcasts over wired radio service reach the 
working people directly and forcefully making the 
wired radio center flexible and the same time sharp 
weapon the fight for increase the workers’ aware- 
ness, the fight for fulfilling the Plans. wired radio 
center is, the same time, mighty weapon the fight 
against the enemy’s propaganda whispers.” 

Radio Swiat (Warsaw), February 1954, described 
some the specific ways which wired radio has been 
and will used: 


“Beginning the zutumn 1951, wired radio cen- 
ters were used the campaigns obliga- 
tory crop deliveries means appeals and reports 
transmitted over loudspeakers. Since then, each month 
has brought new improvements and presently some sev- 
eral hundred wired radio centers broadcast their own 
programs regularly. These broadcasts play important 
part basic political actions conducted all over the 
country, as, for example, during election campaign. 
Local wired radio centers are great help local State 
and Party organs such actions harvest and sowing 
campaigns, State purchases and deliveries campaigns, 
campaigns for the fulfillment pledges various town 
and village factories and farms. There sector 
our life which well-functioning wired radio center 
could not play its part.” 


The Estonian newspaper Sovetskaja Estonia (Tallinn), 
February 19, 1954, stated: major duty the Party 
committees the matter village radiofication—to see 
that loudspeakers are all public rooms kolkhozes, sov- 
hozes and Machine Tractor Stations, and the homes 
all farm workers. Radiofication great State task. Its 
achievement helps raise the cultural level and the agri- 
cultural level.” 

Local wired radio stations convey instructions teach- 
ers, collective farm managers and youth organizations. 
Poland, mobile transmitters special cars tour district, 
picking people’s “conversations,” “satis- 
fied kolkhoz members,” and interviewing shockworkers and 
State purchasing agents. 

refugee who escaped from Hungary this spring was 
able quote from memory few examples typical what 
broadcast over the public loudspeakers. his home 
town, the village Szombathely, said that “loudspeak- 
ers were installed 1952 the Foeter, the Wesselenyi 
street market, and front the Hotel Kovacs. After 
blast martial music, female voice would shout: ‘Hun- 
garian workers who are for the building our Socialist 
economy, present yourselves for work Sztalinvaros.’ Or: 
‘Only country with highly developed industry can cope 
with the aggression the imperialists; present yourselves 
for mining work. Those who sign one-year contract will 
get 400 forints advance pay, free lodging and meals spe- 
cial Or: village Kisunyom fulfilled their 
Plan for poultry and egg delivery ony percent and 
therefore their right sell products the free market 
has been withdrawn. The deliveries were sabotaged 
former kulaks, whose ideas were shared council presi- 


Title: Wired Radio the Mine 


Caption: “Wired radio the Home Young Miners ‘Gott- 
wald’ teaches and when necessary, criticizes.” 


ztandar Mlodych (Warsaw), November 29, 1953 


dent Terhelt Janos, who has .been discharged 
post.’ 

“If potatoes, cucumbers meat were few pennies 
cheaper, the news was heralded triumphal march and 
announced victory ‘Socialist’ production. thun- 
derous voice would attack ‘enemies the people’ and list 
the fines they had pay.” 

According another refugee report, typical program 
drawn local wired radio center committee for 
broadcast Polish factories included brief commen- 
tary current events, 10-minute talk for rationalizers, 
shockworkers and foremen, satirical verses lampooning 
those who fail fulfill their norms, summary local 
Party news, quotations from statements Party leaders 
the subject work competition, the Six Year Plan, and 
domestic and international issues. 


The Listeners Speak 


The attitude the captive listeners toward this form 
communication equivocal; general, they seem re- 
gard with mixture tolerance (“it amuses the chil- 
and skepticism. The loudspeaker given semi- 
contemptuous nickname: Russian, called govorilka, 
which means chatterbox; Poland, kolkhoznik, mem- 
ber collective farm; Hungary called kolkhoz 
box gossip nest. Most refugees comment the mo- 
notony the programs. Several years ago Romania, 
there were many complaints the press about using the 
wired radio for news “lacking educational-cultural back- 
ground,” such announcement work competitions, 
meat distribution the butcher shops, etc. 

addition, there are numerous criticisms, both 
and unofficial, mechanical difficulties with the loud- 
speakers, and seems that there are still many technical 
problems resolved the installation the wired 
radio system. Although wired radio consumes less elec- 
tricity than wireless (Minister Vaclav Kopecky complained 
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March that the tuning more than million 
Czechoslovak wireless sets Stockholm for the ice hockey 
championships was causing serious shortage electricity 
the country), the power supply still inadequate. Radio 
Budapest, August 27, 1953, complained that some people 
try use the wired radio current for household purposes 
such heating and ironing, thereby causing power break- 
downs. 

first-hand account how the wired radio system 
put into operation Hungarian village was provided 
recent escapee follows: 


“In 1951, Zsida, wired radio was installed al- 
most every house, even gypsy huts, and the situation 
was the same Szentogotthar [nearby village]. There, 
even those who already had radio set had installed, 
saying: can leave all day long, amuses the 
children and only costs six forints. 

“The procedure for getting loudspeaker installed 
very simple. One simply speaks the postman, who 
takes down the address, and three four days later 
the radio fitters come. 

“The loudspeaker set consists case about 
inches, painted brown, with on-off switch and 
switch for volume. Two sides are made wood, the 
rest covered with brown cloth, and has connector 
front. The wire attached the case with two 
screws. The street wiring for the radio like ordinary 
electric wires poles, with porcelain insulators. The 
loudspeaker hung inside the house the wall with 
iron hook. the wire long enough, can taken 
into the other rooms, even into the yard. 

“There broadcasting from the morning until 
am. first, 1951, there was great interest the 
broadcasting, but later the people grew bored with the 
monotonous, repetitive political lectures, the announce- 
ment work competitions and all the propaganda. Now, 
general, people listen only the news, and what music 
they can get. The radio rarely broadcasts good music; 
mostly music Russian composers whose queer names 
nobody can pronounce. Among the gypsy music num- 
bers, many the fine old songs are forbidden. Only 
Sundays are there one two hours good light music; 
fact, then there are even csarda’s [Hungarian national 

“There lot trouble with the wired loudspeakers. 
Since they are usually kept the kitchen, the membrane 
the loudspeaker loosened the heat and this causes 
distorted sound which the villagers call ‘snoring.’ But 
nobody will bother spend the money get repaired. 

“The wired radio center the post office. the 
winter 1953-54, because the weak supply elec- 
tricity, reception was frequently bad that only 
scratching noise could heard and sometimes one could 
hear nothing all for hours time. such times 
everyone pestered the post office, asking can’t 
have louder broadcasts?’ and ‘At the end the month, 
when have pay the fee, then you manage make 
yourselves heard!’” 


“song complaint” about the wired radio the 
Hungarian village was quoted over Magyar Radio, Febru- 
ary 22, 1954: 

radio more often silent than loud and always one 


opera the program, does not make sound. 
away, blares forth other times gives out 
merely, best, noise which seems come from the 
depths the earth. complain the post office that 
loudspeaker does not work, what ought do? turns 
out that the post office ‘not responsible.’ shall 
mad!” 

The Communist governments are, course, attempting 
meet this problem various ways. Radio Prague, Oc- 
tober 25, 1953, declared that “reception wired radios 
will not affected electric current cuts.” This indi- 
cates that separate network lines installed, in- 
dependent telephone communications and electric lines. 
Poland’s Trybuna Ludu, April 22, 1954, wrote: 


for the installation loudspeakers, the tar- 
get the Six Year Plan was reached, but while more 
loudspeakers were installed towns than the Plar 
called for, the rural areas are lagging behind. The rea- 
son for this that town, there are far more loud- 
speakers per one kilometer cable than rural 
area, where the cable may run for miles from the relay 
junction [wired radio center] individual houses, quite 
different situation from the wiring apartment 
house. And here reach the crux the problem: 
equipping rural areas absorbs more funds and more ma- 
terials than the installation wired radio cities. 
result this that the Plan equipping rural vil- 
lages carried out large extent grouping loud- 
speakers around already existing cables, the neglect 
villages which are not the cable. The rate in- 
crease the number rural villages with wired radio 
actually diminishing. 1951, 2000 planned and 1599 
equipped; 1952, 2500 planned and only 679 equipped; 
1953, 3000 planned and only 1364 

“Of great importance the plan cooperation be- 
tween telephone development and wired radio devel- 
opment, under which will possible use the same 
poles and the same wires: special filters are fitted, 
telephone conversation and relayed broadcasts can 
transmitted over single wire.” 


These recurring technical problems represent only one 
the factors obstructing the rapid development cen- 
trally-controlled radio apparatus the Satellite area. 
Whether Communism succeed completely mo- 
nopolizing the ear its captive peoples depends, West- 
ern analysts believe, such factors the direction po- 
litical developments the Soviet Union, the long-range 
threat their security which the Communist leaders may 
see the continued reception Western broadcasts with- 
their countries, the effectiveness these wired networks 
propaganda media, the strategical importance such 
networks for military communication time war, the 
likelihood completing these networks view the 
habitual Communist failure meet plans and schedules 
time. Whatever their technical success with expanding 
the wired radio system, the Communists will try make 
this another example the regime concern “for the 
people’s benefit”; but will show once more that 
“Big Brother Loves You,” and that becomes more and 
more reality 1954. 
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Radio Free Europe 


Tonight, the countries behind the Iron Curtain, men, women and children will gather around radios tuned the 
voices their countrymen the West, bringing them the news the free world, the knowledge that they are not forgotten, 
and the hope their future liberation. Radio Free Europe, operating home service from abroad, broadcasts over net- 
work transmitters Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania; competing directly with all Satellite 


stations. 


New Political Front 


must clear careful observers that the real roots 
political life Czechoslovakia today are not the 
Party Congress; the Congress only reflects the events 
around it. This fact not changed the visit the 
Secretary the Soviet Party, who came flatter and en- 
courage the local Gauleiters World Communism— 


popular program the Ten. Demands was announced, 
the regime was stunned. “What this program?” they 
asked. “What its final aim?” They tried claim that 
the Ten Demands were just pretense concern for the 
people’s needs, concealing the true aim the People’s 
Opposition: the overthrow the hated regime. 


abandoned their own cadres— 
and issue orders and give cour- 
age for the struggle against their 
own people. 

Where the roots political 
life lie today? the factories, 
fields, stores and offices, where 
the Party helplessly endures the 
workers’ refusal 
slavery and the farmers’ rejec- 
tion the kolkhoz yoke. This 
causes trouble and embarrassment 
Communist cadres well 


The scripts quoted here were broadcast 
the Voice Free Czechoslovakia during 
Operation Veto, the campaign which the 
spoken word Radio Free Europe was 
combined with the printed word the 
Free Europe Press. Messages carried air- 
borne balloons were coordinated with radio 


broadcasts pierce the Iron Curtain. These 
provided the People’s Opposition Czecho- 
slovakia with free radio and free publica- 
present positive program action 
against the tyrannical rule their Commu- 
nist oppressors. 


goes the Communists’ propaganda—what are the 


facts? Does the People’s Oppo- 
sition merely feign interest 
the people’s needs, does 
actually fight for them? Has 
the People’s Opposition, an- 
nouncing the action program 
the Ten Demands, abandoned 
the final aim not? The pro- 
gram clear and concrete 
that one can call pretense. 
Can starving person just pre- 
tend want piece bread? 


management, and reflected 
the Congress. 

The careful observer will see that this only one part 
what brewing among the people. The other, less 
visible but more important, part the formation the 
People’s Opposition, the ideological community people 
only recently helpless and dazed the flood Commu- 
nist terror. Novotny rather obliquely admitted this when 
claimed that the Opposition, “ousted from economic 
positions,” had taken refuge ideological areas and was 
formulating tactical procedures resistance against the 
regime. People have become aware unity and solidarity 
despite the barriers any social differences. Today they 
are all linked the supreme social law: the fight against 
those who have imposed this state material distress and 
spiritual and political slavery the people. The essence 
political life now lies the People’s Opposition, the 
default the regime itself. When, early May, the now 


could one just pretend that 
the Trade Unions should belong 
the workers? that necessary increase wages? 
that workers should have their own choice work? that 
they have right free time? that farmers should not 
tied kolkhozes? that private farmers should not have 
higher delivery quotas than the highly praised “Socialist” 
large-scale production? that National Committees should 
truly independent? that urgent produce more 
for popular consumption? that customers should better 
served and that housing for families must constructed? 

Are these real demands they serve some other 
purpose? They are based the needs daily life, and 
cannot therefore called insincere pretending. 
the Communists who pretend. They pretend that the 
Trade Unions can belong the Trade Unionists with 
the dictator Tesla their head, that the doles paid the 
workers are adequate wages, that the worker can shifted 
around like item inventory wherever the Party sees 


ft, 


hoze: 


can 
and 

being 
that 
need 
final 


Vy 
The 
with 
fore 
wou 
cal 
pres 
his 
nent 
then 
the 
The 
befo 
agai 
pare 
Den 
the 
shot 
the 
you 
the 
the 
and 
the 
sior 
Wo 
me 


ft, that brigade work recreation, that slavery the kolk- 
hozes serves the farmers’ interests, that private farmers 
can make for the failures the bankrupt State Farms 
and collectives, that municipal autonomy can replaced 
dictatorial Soviets, that people don’t mind production 
being siphoned off domestic markets the Soviet Union, 
that the “socialist” retail trade sector functions satisfac- 
torily even though the citizen who wants buy what 
needs talked into buying Gottwald’s books instead; and, 
finally, that the people approve the construction Com- 
buildings and labor camps instead housing units. 
The Communists must realize that the people are fed 
with pretended solicitude for their needs, and have there- 
fore set forth their Ten Demands. 

The Communists only wish that the People’s Opposition 
would forget its final aim: the overthrow the tyranni- 
cal regime. But this hope vain. The Opposition has 
presented its action program now for good reasons. Imagine 
boxing match with one the boxers brought with 
his arms and legs tied up. could not attack his oppo- 
nent and knock him out, but would first have free his 
arms and legs. with the People’s Opposition. The 
regime ties the people hand and foot. They must free 
themselves from this straitjacket through the program 
the Demands. They must extend their activities. 
They must take all their interests into their own hands 


before entering the final stage the battle. This the 


role the Opposition’s action program the total fight 


against the regime. This action program had is- 
sued that the final defeat the regime could pre- 
pared, 


the Communists: you intend reply the Ten 


Demands with more words? Then you have misinterpreted 
the Democratic Opposition. Because the Opposition wants 
deeds—not words. You should comply, Comrades, you 
should give you must prove deeds that you will 
raise the standard living the people 
keep your own promises, but now, right away, these 
elections the National Committees, and, course, during 
the Party Congress and Trade Union Conferences, there 
you should act and prove all these good intentions. 

The Communists have understood that something must 
done. However, they not understand what, despite 
the fact that was written clearly the leaflets, Czech 
and Slovak. want save them extra work, and 
therefore shall tell them clearly: 


Point Don’t bother collecting the leaflets the forests 
and fields, Comrades. There are many, you cannot get 
them all. 


Point Don’t bother writing notes protesting the al- 
leged disturbance the May Day celebrations. The exile 
Trade Union leaders from countries under Soviet oppres- 
sion have met New York and agreed the following 
declaration: “Just the Communists have debased the 
words Peace, Democracy and Socialism serve their aims 
tyranny and exploitation, have they changed the 
meaning given the First May the Socialists who 


The Hammer Freedom 


Whenever the people lose fear, 

The tyrant begins feel 

And hurries return 

least part his booty. 

want everything back 

Nothing will distract us. 

The life crime short, 

—Of lies and fraud and deceit— 

will yours be, tyrants. 

When the ha:nmer freedom 

Rocks the anvil history 

Our nations will join the free world. 
The time will have come 

For our country wake from its nightmares. 
Over the city Prague 

Freedom and its open word will reign. 


first celebrated Europe. Instead day which 
free men proclaim their rights and their freedom, the Com- 
munists have turned the First May into occasion 
which slaves are forced parade for their slave masters.” 
The world knows that not but the Communists them- 
selves have violated the spirit the May Day celebrations. 


Point You could well have omitted the appeal 
the authorities “punish those who committed” the 
presumptive crime which consists the fact that the Iron 
Curtain does not high the skies. need not see 
your protest notes know that you consider the political 
and economic oppression the Czechoslovak workers 
“domestic and that one should interfere. The 
Free World considers the freedom and independence 
Czechoslovak citizens its own cause; therefore the Free 
World interferes and will continue interfere with your 
methods oppression until they abolished. 

Point Your propaganda advising the Czech and 
Slovak people about their well-being under the regime 
vain. For example, you claim that under the Five Year 
Plan the Czechoslovak consumer could buy almost three 
pairs shoes, year, because total 156 million pairs 
shoes was the market during those five years. For- 
merly, one could buy shoes—just today the free world 
—at price approximately equivalent the wages for two 
three days’ work. Why today must the consumer spend 
one week’s earnings for pair shoes? are realistic 
and therefore abstain from demanding that the shoes for 
the Czechoslovak people should the same price the 
shoes for the Red Army exported Czechoslovakia. 
No, would enough the consumer could get decent 
shoes the price two three day’s earnings. 

percent wage increase, food and consumer 
goods reasonable prices: that the action program for 
the government and Party, set the Democratic Oppo- 
sition. And course, more freedom—in trade unions, 
kolkhozes, politics and economy. bad not have 
enough bread, milk, meat, have torn shoes and worn 
clothes, but worst all, for the human being, is—the cage. 
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Five Ten 


You will now hear satirical dialogue between our 
friends (I) and “Suva” (II) the clash, 
the Communist Congress, the Communist FIVE with 
the Opposition TEN. 


II. Welcome, Mr. Kostal. Why, all out breath. 
Has someone been chasing you? 


No, I’ve hurried get your place because I’m 
excited. brother has stumbled across amazing 
thing. I’ve come ask you you think there’s some- 
thing it. Just listen for minute while explain. The 
Communists first were wearing five-pointed stars, weren’t 
they? And then they proclaimed their Five Year Plan, 
isn’t that so? And then they exchanged currency the 
rate one five, didn’t they? And when buy 
myself pair shoes, they are five times expensive 
today they used be, aren’t they? Well, that quite 
clear? 


II. tell the truth, Mr. Kostal, it’s not yet clear 
me. 


How astonishing! For now they are preparing 
their Congress the directives for the economic plan for 
nineteen hundred and fifty-five! Five, that’s their unlucky 
number, Mr. Suva. see come cropper over 
it. brother has worked out. remembered that 
when had the motor cycle races here last autumn, 
asked English competitor what motor cycle cost 
England, and the Englishman calculated was five times 
cheaper than here. Five times, Mr. Suva, five times again! 


II. Well, Mr. Kostal, could add few examples 
your collection. When reckon that British working 
man can buy himself liter milk for minutes his 
working time, and that costs the Czechoslovak worker 
minutes work, again five times much. And 
French worker buys one kilogram sugar for minutes, 
while his Czechoslovak counterpart gets for 175 minutes 
work. are buying sugar for how many times 
more work, Mr. Kostal? 


Five and half times, Mr. Suva. 

II. What coincidence! 

And what, Mr. Suva, would shirt cost Paris? 
II. soon figure out: 210 minutes. 


While our country one has work 1,050 minutes 
for it. Strike pink, that’s five times much again, 
exactly, Mr. Suva! 


II. certainly curious coincidence, Mr. Kostal! 
Suva! Can’t you see that it’s economic plan? 


II. still don’t understand what you mean, Mr. Kostal. 


Don’t you? Then better tell you some more. 
When brother had his talk with the Englishman, 
asked him what kind trade was in. The Englishman 
said was foundryman, and brother also foun- 
dryman. And asked the Englishman what his foun- 


dry’s percentage rejects is. The Englishman was re- 
luctant tell him, but after brother confessed that 
his foundry they had percent rejects, the Englishman 
admitted that they, over there, also have rejects. And 
you know how many? Six seven percent. Five times 
fewer, don’t you see? And call that coincidence? 
It’s clear anything can be! five-pointed star, 
five-year plan, five times higher prices, five times many 
rejects, five times stolen money, and top all, the eco- 
nomic plan for nineteen hundred and fifty-five! That’s 
downright prophetic, that is. Five the unlucky number 
which they get stuck! And will their undoing, 
mark words. Don’t you believe unlucky 
Mr. Suva? 

II. tell the truth, Mr. Kostal, numerology has never 
convinced me, somehow. It’s true that there was once 
philosopher ancient Greece, name Plato, who asserted 
that there was lucky number, the seven, while thirteen 
said unlucky. But don’t know. say rather 
that the Communists are galloping toward economic dis- 
aster the speed Soviet troyka three-horse car- 
riage.) But that five yours, Mr. Kostal, that five 
really strikingly evident the Communist handling 
the economy. 

You bet, Mr. Suva. Our people home have also 
caught the game, and have outbid the five with their 
ten—the TEN DEMANDS THE PEOPLE’S OPPO- 
SITION! you understand now, Mr. Suva? 
more price-hiking, through the turnover tax, five times 
the former value goods, but instead, nice raise 
wages, and nice cheapening foodstuffs! the farm- 
ers, honest price for their cattle and grain! Lower in- 
vestments, and more production loss. That’s how 
they must tackled. Off with their five, and three cheers 
for the people’s counter-bid, its TEN. 

II. Wait minute, Mr. Kostal. Here read that 
the past five years the city Munich has built 50,000 
housing units. How many were built Prague? 

bet five times fewer, Mr. Suva! 

II. Wait, here is. Prague, no, the Prague region, 
they have built during the Five Year Plan 8,990 housing 
units, not quite nine thousand. 

That’s five and half times fewer, have told 
you, Mr. Suva. you believe now? 

II. Well, what else can do? That brother yours has 
really hit the nail the head. Communist means 
divide both prosperity and sound common sense five 
and blow the remaining one-fifth propaganda 

(that) the balloon bursts! 


Circumvention Police Censorship 


Dear listeners, some you have seen read the maga- 
zine the People’s Opposition brought Czecho- 
slovakia the freedom balloons. For the moment, 
not want discuss the ways which this magazine ex- 
presses the feelings and demands all Czechs and Slovaks. 
Let simply consider the fact that there has been 
freedom the press Czechoslovakia for six years. Like 
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any other dictatorship, the Communist regime fears any 
expression freedom, and most important, freedom the 
printed word. Therefore, the press has been organized 
such way that Rude Pravo has become kind bible 
for the whole country. The foreign press represented 
only the Soviet press, model all examples literature 
and journalism. For six years the government has shut- 
tered all windows which once opened vista the 
free world. The regime more afraid let citizen have 
stencil sheet than let him have gun. 

This went for six years. Now, suddenly there end 
censorship and police monopoly every scrap paper. 
The Czechoslovak citizens now have their own paper: 
they are able express themselves, spread truth against 
Communist lies. The Communist dictatorship not the 
first attempt retain its power muzzling the press. 
There have been similar regimes the past, but all 
them have been defeated, because there were always de- 
fenders freedom and truth. 

Three hundred years ago, John Milton, the English 
wrote his famous words freedom the press 
protest against the British government’s intention in- 
troducing strict censorship. quote: 

“In opinion, censorship underestimation and 
deprecation the entire nation. Truth and education 
not merchandise monopolized and parcelled out 
exact weight and measure. transform national en- 
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tak pozorné jako v uplynulych mésicich. V nejvétiich - Yep, 


které dzce spajuje svobodny svét s lider Coy,” Ge Ye Meng Yong. hy? 
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lightenment into market goods, tag like piece 
material bale wool enslavement like that the 
Philistines. Who may forbid sharpen our own axes 
and scythes, and order take them the twenty cen- 
sor smithies? offense the people. suspect 
the people, dare not let them have uncensored writ- 
ings, consider the people unreliable, weak, and 
deficient faith and judgment, that they may read 
only material presented the government censor.” 

Milton wrote those words three hundred years ago. But 
they are still valid. The Communist regime established 
State smithies and everybody has have his axes sharp- 
ened there. But the regime cannot prevent Czechs and 
Slovaks from reading periodical which has not been 
marked with the censor’s stamp. Europe maga- 
zine weapon which has been sharpened without regime 
supervision: the people’s weapon against the dictator- 
ship. 


Free Europe Magazine 


Dear listeners, many you have your possession 
least have seen the new [May] issue the publication 
Free Europe. Thousands balloons carry Czecho- 
slovakia, and members the People’s Opposition dis- 
tribute those places where the wind has not carried 
it. But order that readers Free Europe who perhaps 
have not yet seen the new edition may know what looks 
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like, will describe briefly for you. has eight pages 
again but, unlike the last issue, predominantly pic- 
ture magazine. And theie pictures are supposed repre- 
sent what the People’s Opposition Czechoslovakia 
fighting for. Yes, fight, for you can see the 
picture page two, anyone who inclined wait for 
the Communist regime fulfill its promises its own 
speed will grow long beard! Next this photograph 
showing how the American labor unions carry through 
the workers’ demands. direct negotiations between labor 
representatives and management fail, the workers are still 
left with powerful weapon: the strike. This shown 
the photograph the third page, where dock workers 
New York take strike vote, which ended with 
percent wage increase. And certainly all Czechoslovak 
citizens whose housing facilities are poor will ponder over 
the next pictures. While our country [Czechoslovakia] 
almost impossible change apartments, the free 
world everybody can move when and how wishes, even 
his whole house, shown the photograph from West 
Berlin. Our mothers and housewives, who now more 
than ever before—because they have little time for 
housekeeping—need modern, well-equipped kitchens, can 
look the picture showing kitchen even the 
simplest Swedish apartment. built-in sideboard, sink, 
clectric oven and refrigerator are all included. 

The fifth page Free Europe has picture shop 
workers’ district Paris. The customers freely select 
the goods display and everything the shop which 
customer could desire. The sixth and seventh pages are 
concerned with the farmers. The picture farmer’s 
settlement America shows the standard living and 
the way independent farmer works. The next photo- 
graph shows new potato harvesting machine which the 
farmers West Germany not have beg for from 
State machine tractor station, and which has been manu- 
factured free workers without innovators and shock- 
workers. When farmers are allowed work their own 
land their own way, even our country there will 
scarcity such good pieces meat are shown 
the next picture. 

The last page Free Europe has photograph 
modern English school where the children really play and 
study and not have form work-brigades. Nowhere 
the world but the so-called workers’ and farmers’ 
paradise the people have spend their time after 
hours and Sundays work they not want do. 
Therefore: away with the system robbing the working 
people their free time! ends the new issue the 
Free Europe magazine. your magazine, friends, 
weapon and helper the People’s Opposition! 


Spot 
Czech soldiers have always preferred the other side: 


they disliked Franz Joseph, they disliked Hitler, and 
not today, tomorrow they will also able say 
whether not they like Zapotocky and 


What the “People’s 


new message the form letters now going into 
the hands members the Czechoslovak People’s Op- 
position. message which the free world 
again only formulate the thoughts born our homeland; 
print them our printing-houses and speak them over 
our radio. And then send them back home from 
they came. For, just was necessary for every member 
the People’s Opposition know and adopt this pro- 


gram, necessary that understands clearly 


meaning. The letter members the Czechoslovak 
People’s Opposition, above all, answers the question 
what the Czechoslovak People’s Opposition is. both 
you home and here abroad. But are not merely 
your voice, are your envoys: your leaders are home 
among you. How you recognize them? You know 
best yourselves: leader the people the peasant who, 
the village, manages best organize silent yet effec- 
tive resistance collectivization and extortion crop 
deliveries. the trade-unionist who, whenever work- 
ers’ rights are stake, manages with the aid his com- 
panions put pressure the board directors fac- 
tories. the National Committee member who does 
not permit district officials step his toes. the 
teacher who, with the aid parents, protects children 
against Communist indoctrination and against Communist 
labor recruitment. the functionary who helps under- 
mine the regime from within. the SNB [police] man 
who knows should protect the people, not the regime. 
Yes, these are our leaders. And for our members? They 
are you and I—all who want freedom 
pendence, bread and justice—all who want get 
rid Soviet exploiters and their Czech and Slovak pup- 
pets. But note: order that valid members the 
People’s Opposition, not enough merely discon- 
tented. The member the People’s Opposition who 
discontented and knows that his discontent 
demonstrated. The member the People’s Opposition 
who fed with the regime, but who also knows 
that must not wait for the regime die decrepitude. 
The member the People’s Opposition who wants 
freedom and independence—but also knows that both our 
people and the people the free world must fight jointly 
for Czechoslovak liberty and independence, and that this 
struggle does not involve two fronts but only single 
front whose sectors supplement each other. 


say that want get rid Soviet exploiters and 
their puppets, and that want complete freedom and in- 
dependence. Why then state only Ten 
implying partial relief and merely partial improvement? 
The letter members the Czechoslovak People’s Oppo- 
sition explains this. explains that the program the 
Ten Demands action program. realizable pro- 
gram for which everyone may something his own en- 
vironment. the struggle for this program, the 
tion members come know one another, are able esti- 
mate their strength, convince themselves the 
the people’s And this unity, which first 
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was only mass discontented people, now gradually 
the character political movement, gaining 
the basis which political struggle being organized, 
always more conscious its aim and ever more effective. 
Furthermore, the Ten Demands the people now present 
the regime are only the first Ten Demands. merely 
the first action program, and followed other pro- 
crams. Each concession the people exact from the regime, 
only limited sector, implies defeat the regime 


victory the people. Every collective farm dis- 
its 


solved weakens the regime and strengthens the farmers; 
every norm lowered weakens the Communist grip and 
provides strength for the workers’ solidarity. Every con- 
sumer commodity produced because popular demand 
means that the Soviets have fewer cannon keep our 
homeland subjugation. And thus, the struggle for 
the Ten Demands, the struggle for the people’s action 
program, the initiative being won the people, who 
demand and exact more and more, and with each conces- 
sion won, press the oppressors further. 
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Logic Fantasy 

The March issue Wychowanie Przedszkolu, Polish kindergarten education 
ist monthly, carried article illustrating how much attention Communist educators 
give not only the theme children’s play, but the smallest nuances it. 

The magazine complained that sometimes children disturb the Communist “logic 
play.” For example, child who playing that the engineer locomotive 
tells his “wife,” little playmate, that left work earlier than usual and came 
home. The “wife” indignant that and says, “How could you leave the locomo- 
tive without anyone take care it?” 

The magazine advised teacher intervene once and divert the play 
the “proper” course explaining the children that probably the locomotive 
was sent repaired the engineer could come home without causing any 
damage State property. Without such explanation the game could become 
very upsetting for the children, because they would associate the theme and the 
moral the play with something unpleasant—the rebuke the 

The same article called the “frivolity children” obstacle for educators, yet 
le. claimed that children enjoy real freedom play only the People’s Democracies 
that capitalist countries, children are forbidden play “the unemployed.” 
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Current Developments 


EASANT REFUSAL fulfill compulsory deliveries 

pay taxes has become major source present 

Communist New Course difficulties. Despite official 
measures boost farm production and win over the 
peasantry, farmers behind the Iron Curtain have remained 
unwilling cooperate Communist plans and appear 
awaiting further regime concessions. Serious farm short- 
comings were publicized recently Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia and. Poland, where Communist officials admitted 
widespread confusion the countryside, poor planning 
and failures both wooing the independent peasant and 
bolstering farm production. 

Other New Course events included Bulgarian Com- 
munist efforts boost industrial crop production, particu- 
larly cotton and tobacco; henceforth, contract producers 
these crops will able purchase Consumer goods 
low prices, provided they fulfill their obligatory deliveries. 
Poland, the regime took steps alleviate the housing 
shortage issuing decree granting loans to: individuals 
and cooperatives for housing construction; another gov- 
ernment resolution, teachers were granted substantial pay 
rises. 


Czechoslovakia 


The brief speeches given regional delegates the 
Tenth Party Congress the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party, June 11-15, confirmed the lengthy reports delivered 
top Communists Viliam Siroky and Antonin Novotny 
serious shortcomings agriculture and industry (see 
July issue, pp. 50-52). The regional delegates not only 
elaborated economic difficulties but gave concrete illus- 
trations the confusion prevailing almost all branches 
the economy. Many delegates focussed the farm 
collectivization policy, claiming that harsh treatment 


the independent peasant had resulted the Party’s isola- 
tion rural areas. 

delegate from Pilsen, quoted Rude Pravo 
(Prague), June 13, declared, for instance, that “through 
the incorrect policy leading Party officials villages, 
Communists some places were isolated from non-Party 
people, and the union between workers and farmers was 
often destroyed.” the other hand, delegates also com- 
plained that kolkhozes had not been given enough Party 
support. representative from Presov stated, for 
ample, that the District Party Committee considered its 
work finished once had established collective. 
result, had failed give proper work directives, that 
farmers began leave the kolkhoz. Another delegate dis- 
cussed the problem from the propaganda viewpoint. 
insisted that too much publicity had been given 
partures from kolkhozes last fall and spring, while too 
little mention had been made the number new kol- 
khoz members. Presumably, this error 
Party’s farm program. 

Aside from admitting difficulties wooing 
pendent peasantry and simultaneously 
tives, the delegates documented other criticisms farm 
conditions made earlier Siroky and Novotny. They 
shed new light poor livestock breeding and inefficient 
planning complaining about the overcomplicated 
tem calculating delivery They also referred 
the inadequate veterinary service, the construction 
unsuitable farm buildings and the lack coordination 
between farm production and the farm 
gram. delegate from said that there were 
about 130 methods calculating compulsory meat de- 
liveries, with the result that peasants assumed that the 
government was purposely trying confound them. 
delegate from Pilsen gave example present 
ciency and confusion when said that new sheep bam 
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been built the Veseli State farm, even though the 
farm was best suited for cattle breeding. 

Planning errors also were condemned the regional 

delegates, and likely that the high degree ineffi- 
this sector led the June recall Chair- 
the State Planning Bureau Joseph Pucik, who was 
replaced former Minister the Chemical Industry 
Otakar Simunek. The delegates complained that produc- 
tion plans were changed too often, that ministries issued 
orders without taking local conditions into account, that 
plans were announced too late and that lack economic 
coordination contributed high product costs. 
delegate from Olomouc, quoted Rude Pravo (Prague), 
June 15, gave illustration typical faulty planning 
work: “While one firm ships clay from the 
construction site, another firm must deliver the same type 
soil the site—at the same time. These cases occur 
because every enterprise plans construction independently 
others and organizes its own job-plan, which most 
uneconomical.” Pilsen delegate complained that the 
Technical Machinery Plants Strasice and Nyrany had 
not yet been informed about what produce the sec- 
ond half 1954, and Brno delegate blamed ministerial 
organs for unnecessarily overburdening the transportation 
All these complaints partly explain Communist 
difficulties raising productivity and lowering production 
costs. 

One the most striking complaints was made 
Ostrava delegate, who rebuked government officials for 
failing provide adequate housing for miners. view 
the regime’s drive boost coal production, this criticism, 
reported Rude Pravo (Prague), June 14, special 
significance, particularly since Ostrava officials have been 
ordered control labor migration and build 
permanent labor force from the ranks civilian and mili- 
brigade 


“The Karvina Trust, for example, was get 2,000 
new apartment units before the end 1953. pres- 
ent, only 1,470 units have been received. While 
1951, total labor migration the Karvina Trust 
amounted percent, now have percent migra- 
tory labor. 1954, the Karvina Trust was re- 
ceive 2,700 apartment units. The situation such that 
now will get only some 600 units. also nec- 
essary say that the attitude some ministries seri- 
ously endangers the development coal mining. 
Geological research lagging behind only because the 
Ministry Engineering was incapable delivering 
the required boring machines.” 


The delegates’ discussion Party shortcomings ampli- 
fied top-Communist criticism apathy, weak ties with the 
asses and local despotism. Pilsen delegate, quoted 
Rude Pravo (Prague), June 13, summed prevailing 
speech urging intensified drive against “Social 
emocratism,” which allegedly appears the form 
‘lax discipline, violation democratic centralism, com- 
towards the class enemy, weakening collective 
Marx-Leninist propaganda, and sectarian [antagonistic] 


This how some activists imagine the Ninth Plenum’s materials 
can transferred the provinces. The bureaucrat carries: in- 
structions, directives, circulars, ordinances, resolutions, requests, etc. 


Poprostu (Warsaw), December 15, 1953 


attitudes towards farmers and the intelligentsia. All 
these features not appear sporadically our organiza- 
tions and Party organs, but are quite widespread.” 
Presov delegate said that due the Party’s failure estab- 
lish close ties with the peasants, the National Committee 
elections three communities had held over again 
—that is, probably either the regime’s candidates had re- 
ceived less than percent the votes the first election, 
less than percent the electorate went the polls. 
Other speakers complained that attendance Party meet- 
ings was poor, that peasants did not consider National Com- 
mittees their own organs local government but rather 
private societies one two Communists, and that 
Party propaganda work had declined sharply after the 
National Committee elections. 

These criticisms were substantiated statistics the 
sharp decrease Party membership since the last Congress 
1949. that time membership totalled 2,311,066 
compared with the present total 1,589,234 given 
Novotny. Thus, result thorough-going purges and 
screenings, well the probable resignation many 
Party members and regime inability recruit new ones, 
there are now 721,832 fewer candidates and members than 
1949, and approximately 28,390 fewer members than 
1948, the time the Communist coup. 

Another interesting highlight the Congress was 
speech Minister Education Ladislav Stoll, who lashed 
out the inadequate academic education young people. 
Practising self-criticism, Stoll declared that too much em- 
phasis was placed students’ extra-curricular activities 
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the expense their scholastic work. quoted Rude 
Pravo (Prague), June Stoll said: 


“In evaluating the work our schools discuss 
primarily how the children prepare themselves fire 
fighters how much wastepaper, bones and herbs 
they collect, where and how they helped their volun- 
tary pledges, etc. Minister Manpower Nosek 
also drew our attention the very serious shortcomings 
education] and the profound ignorance many 
young [high school] graduates. When the number 
failing students begins reach percent some dis- 
tricts, then time realize the terrible harm in- 
flict our young people and our nation [by this policy]. 

Millions parents can place the responsibility for 
this only our Ministry Education, the local admin- 
istration and school directors and teachers.” 


the past the Communists consistently tried use 
young people reserve labor force and stressed their 
activities Pioneer and youth organizations. Apparently, 
this policy has seriously endangered scholastic achievements 
and, Stoll pointed out, now threatens the nation’s wel- 
fare whole. 


Hungary 


June 15, Finance Minister Karoly Olt made his re- 
port the National Assembly the contents the 
government’s budget for the current year. According 
Szabad Nep (Budapest) June 16, the budgetary discus- 
sions, which Defense Minister Mihaly Farkas took part, 
covered both last year’s failures and alleged successes 
well the present situation and plans for the second half 
1954. Present regime expectations— 
were summed the following passage from speech 
Farkas printed Szabad Nep June 17: 


“Whether revenue will reach the budgetary target 
and whether living standards will improve depends 
primarily whether production costs will drop and 
labor productivity increase, whether carry out 
thrift measures all fields, whether can improve 
the quality goods and labor discipline, whether 
succeed reducing substantially the costs adminis- 
tration, and, last but not least, whether tax and de- 
livery discipline will improve.” 


With reference 1953, the following claims were made: 
total revenue amounted 49,890,000,000 forints and ex- 
penditures 49,028,000,000 forints, leaving surplus 
862 million forints; target investments heavy industry 
were percent attained, while investments the light 
and food industries were fulfilled and percent 
respectively. Capital investments were scaled down from 
original allocation 19,019,000,000 forints some- 
what more than billion forints. This seems indicate 
that the original capital investment target for 1953 was 
cut from percent the total budget. Some 
the investment funds thus released presumably went 
bolster sagging agriculture, though exact figures 
such changes were given. reviewing the present situa- 


tion, Farkas stated (according Szabad Nep June 17, 
1954) that: 


only percent investments planned for the whole 
year. the same period, the Ministry Construction 
completed 34.8 percent the Smelting and Machine 
Industry’s plan and, April 30, completed 
22.2 percent investments for the Ministry Heavy 
Industry. For the lag agricultural investments, much 
the blame falls the Ministry Construction.” 


Farkas also found fault with “the frequent sub-standard 
quality products” and asserted that losses due poor 
quality, repair expenses, and delays “increased 1953 costs 
production enterprises 1.1 billion forints.” The 
claim was made, however, that the first six months 
1954, there had been increase 23.8 percent the 
turnover goods against the same period last year. 

According Szabad Nep June 16, Olt, outlining the 
new budget, foresaw expenditures 47.9 billion forints and 
receipts 49.6 billion forints, thus anticipating surplus 
1.7 billion forints. The Communist official declared that 
this year’s capital investment will 3.2 billion forints 
below last year’s figure, and that percent the budget 
will devoted the development the 
economy.” added that percent will social 
insurance benefits and cultural purposes, percent for 
defense, percent for the police and equal percentage 
for administrative expenses. According Farkas, invest- 
ment allocations will follows (with last year’s per- 
centage parentheses): heavy industry, agricul- 
ture, housing, 13.3 labor protection and 
factory health service, 3.2 other social and cultural 
investments, 13.0 (8.3). The decrease investments 
heavy industry and the increase money allotted 
agriculture striking, showing continuation regime 
New Course endeavors remedy the present economic 
imbalance. Another aspect the new program, that 
attempting effect some improvement the 
low standard living the people, was reflected the 
increase funds allocated “social and cultural 
budgetary category that includes social insur- 
ance payments and money allotted local councils for 
the construction houses, schools and hospitals. This 
sum will amount 10,057,000,000 forints this year, 
1,320,000,000 more than last year. 

According Olt, the greater part the State revenue 
for 1954 will come from the following sources: from the 
turnover and profit taxes, insurance premiums, and 
payments the State, 37.8 billion forints; taxes 
operatives, 1.1 billion forints; income tax, 
loans, etc., 3.67 billion forints. The greater portion the 
revenue, therefore, derived, the past, from 
source such the turnover tax, which affects the rich 
and the poor alike since levied the production 
and added the cost the goods before they 
the people. Present exorbitant prices are therefore likely 
remain very high, and the regime has lately stressed 
that price cuts the future will depend more 
tion and higher worker productivity. Above all, peasant 
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will expected “cooperate” with the regime. Accord- 
ing Szabad Nep June 18, Imre Dogei, Chairman 
the Agricultural Council, stated addressing the National 
that “the working peasants can best support 
efforts raise the standard living meeting their tax 
and delivery obligations punctually and discharging 


all their obligations the State.” Apparently, one result 
the comparatively “milder” New Course farm policy 
has been strengthen peasant resistance forced State 
delivery their produce. Szabad (Budapest) 
May put it: 


Before the Party Congress the enemy kept 
whispering: ‘important announcements are forthcoming, 
new government the making, taxes and spring 
lelivery arrears will cancelled.’ This how they 
use the gullibility the simple working people 
the interests their own dark designs. They hoped 
hat this way the people would deeply disap- 
pointed the Party and the government.” 


Personnel Changes 


Several personnel and administrative changes took place 
Hungary within the past month. According Radio 
Budapest, July Erno Gero, economic dictator Hungary 
until 1953, was removed from his post Minister the 
Interior and replaced Laszlo Piros. The Radio Budapest 
commentator explained that this change had been made 
“in view Gero’s other important assignment” First 
Deputy Premier. 

Piros, appointed Deputy Minister the Interior the 
summer 1953 New Course government reshuffle, formerly 
occupied leading post the State Defense Authority 
(AVH). February 1953, was reported that Piros 
had succeeded Gabor Peter chief the AVH after 
the latter’s arrest. Previously, Piros had been chief the 
Frontier Police, then part the AVH and now under the 
jurisdiction the Ministry Interior together with the 
regular police force. 

Erno Gero was appointed head the Ministry In- 
terior after the introduction the New Course June 
1953 (see March 1954 issue, pp. 42-43). that time, 
appeared that had been removed from the limelight 
Hungarian economic affairs because his leading role 
planning the nation’s pre-New Course heavy industriali- 
zation program. 

Other changes announced Radio Budapest July 
included the dismissal Jozsef Tisza Minister Crop 
Collection. was replaced Andras Szobek, who hith- 
erto held the post Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary China. The regime also announced 
personnel changes accordance with the June division 
the Ministry Foreign and Internal Trade into two 
separate ministries. Jozsef Bognar, formerly head the 
Ministry Foreign and Internal Trade, was appointed 
Minister Internal Trade, and Laszlo Hay, formerly 
First Deputy Minister the combined ministry, was named 
Minister Foreign Trade. The Presidential Council also 
appointed Gyula Egri First Deputy Minister the 


Interior, Jeno Incze First Deputy Minister Foreign 
Trade, and Janos Tausz First Deputy Minister In- 
ternal Trade. 


Bulgaria 


Trade union meetings have been held throughout the 
country the last few months elect new officers and 
discuss methods implementing New Course tasks out- 
lined the Sixth Party Congress. Simultaneously, the 
unions have been repeatedly criticized the regime press, 
and reorganization has taken place. Basic all this 
activity the fact that the New Course measures are not 
bearing fruit or, any rate, have not resulted the kind 
upsurge production and increase worker produc- 
tivity expected the regime. 

Typical the current criticism May editorial 
Trud (Sofia), which listed the following main shortcom- 
ings: formalistic leadership socialist competitions, in- 
adequate introduction new work methods, errors 
organization and payment workers, well defi- 
ciencies social security and labor safety regulations. Be- 
sides the usual exhortations the regime press, some con- 
crete steps have lately been taken remedy this situation. 
Thus, one the meetings that recently took place was that 
the Trade Union Domestic Industry and Communal 
Enterprises. This union was formed earlier the year, 
following meeting the Plenum the Central Com- 
mittee the Trade Union Administrative Employees. 
was decided that time that order achieve more 
rational organization, workers engaged industrial com- 
bines, communal enterprises, housing 
would excluded from the parent union, and united into 
new union. complete the reorganization, this union, 
which now numbers about 80,000 members, incorporated 
workers from enterprises attached the People’s Councils 
who previously belonged other unions. 

The new trend appears entail organization 
unions based the various ministries rather than the 
type and locus production. The first unit organ- 
ized along these lines was the Union for Workers Heavy 
Industry and Electrification, established January. the 
first congress the Union, held June, was announced 
that membership totaled over 100,000. Included the 
union are former members unions for electric and metal 
workers, chemical and leather processing workers and 
agricultural and lumber workers enterprises under the 
Ministry Heavy Industry. 

significant that the various union Congresses 
held lately, individual unions—the union for health service 
workers, and that for heavy industrial and electrification 
workers, for instance—all dropped their separate statutes 
and adopted the statute the Central Council Trade 
Unions. This measure, taken conjunction with the re- 
grouping unions under single ministries, seems indi- 
cate that, from administrative point view, process 
simplification-through-centralization now taking place. 
The new set-up appears conform the present fight 
against bureaucracy: instead having number minis- 
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tries issuing streams directives any one union, single 
ministry will now charge particular union; in- 
stead having diverse statutes governing the many labor 
bodies, the tendency now bring about uniformity 
organization. Centralization and simplification, however, 
will also have the effect tightening regime control over 
the unions. 


Tobacco and Cotton Conferences 


June broadcast, Radio Sofia announced that 
order stimulate cotton and tobacco production, the 
government had decree lowering the prices 
grain and cloth sold contract producers these crops 
who fulfill their compulsory deliveries. According the 
decree, the prices grain and cloth will 37.7 
percent lower than standard State retail prices. This 
announcement came shortly after conferences dealing with 
serious lags the cultivation tobacco and cotton—both 
important Bulgarian export items. 

The conference tobacco shockworkers, held Sofia 
May focussed chiefly errors tobacco production. 
One the main reports was delivered Dimiter Atasa- 
nov, head scientific research the Ministry Agricul- 
ture. pointed out that tobacco was the nation’s chief 
export item, and that although production gains had been 
made the past few years, the average yield and quality 
tobacco did not correspond with the country’s possi- 
bilities. Atasanov criticized shortcomings plowing, dry- 
ing, harvesting and fertilization, and insisted that more 
scientific methods adopted. The real cause the to- 
bacco crisis, however, was revealed Minister Agricul- 
ture Stanko Todorov the Sixth Party Congress March. 
Todorov said that while the area now cultivated with 
tobacco twice that 1939, the number tobacco work- 
ers has decreased the past few years and that mechani- 
zation has not been sufficient make for the manpower 
deficit. result the transfer many tobacco work- 
ers industry, tobacco production has shown only 
minimal increase over 1939, even though the area cul- 
tivation has been doubled. According Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia), May 10, tobacco production has increased 
only percent the past fifteen years. 

The conference cotton producers, which met Sofia 
April 15, dealt with complaints similar order. Ivan 
Manolov, director the Central Scientific and Research 
Institute Chirpan and top technical expert Bul- 
garian cotton production, delivered detailed report 
shortcomings. criticized inefficient tractor work, and 
errors sowing, ploughing, irrigation and organization. 
“An increase cotton production,” said, “is necessi- 
tated the fact that cotton plays important role 
the building Socialism.” Increased production also 
necessitated the fact that Bulgaria now plans start 
cultivation thin, long fibrous cotton, accordance with 
recent trade agreement with the USSR. Hitherto, the 
Soviet Union exported raw cotton Bulgaria, which re- 
exported the finished products. the future, Bulgaria 
will have rely heavily her own cotton for yarns and 
fabrics for export the USSR. 


Ale plan wykonany! 


Caption: And yet the plan was fulfilled! 
Signs read: Wasted, Deficient. 


Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), June 1954. 


Poland 


June 26, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), published com- 
ments two resolutions the Presidium the Govern- 
ment dealing with State help for individual and cooper- 
ative urban housing The measures are sig- 
nificant both terms their scope—on paper least, 
the terms appear generous—as well with re- 
spect what they imply changes overall policies. 
Whereas the past the main stress had been State- 
directed, State-executed housing projects (with resultant 
steady deterioration the urban housing situation), the 
present resolutions shift the emphasis some extent 
individual initiative, ingenuity and hard work. 

The first measure covers two types cooperative build- 
ing: apartment one-family houses that will man- 
aged the group and occupied its members, and 
one-family homes that will become the private property 
individuals the cooperative. For both types co- 
operative effort, the resolution stipulates that more 
than 100 apartment units 100 one-family houses can 
built any one cooperative. 
must finished within three years. The building terms 
are follows: down payments can made the form 
work promises, money building materials; construc- 
tion cannot started before least percent the 
estimated cost has been collected any the three forms 
mentioned; the State will help supplying the land, 
viding plans and blueprints for one-family houses, and 
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extending credit. The amount credit given the 
State, however, cannot exceed percent the total 
amount needed. the case privately-owned houses, 
the debt must liquidated within ten years, while coop- 
ownership entitles members repay 15-year 
period. 

The measures stipulate that one-family houses will have 
four rooms and kitchen (with space amounting 110 
square meters), and that the apartments will made 
three rooms and kitchen. Permission for the forma- 
tion cooperatives will have approved the Cen- 
tral Association Cooperatives acting the recom- 
mendation the appropriate District National Council. 

The second resolution defines “State aid for the con- 
struction individual houses,” and its conditions are simi- 
lar those contained the first measure. covers the 
building the same kind one-family structures having 
four rooms and kitchen. Its aim facilitate the build- 
ing these houses private individuals, both factory 
workers and others. For the former, provision made for 
the factory “supervise” the operation—presumably, 
help them administratively. for credit terms, they are 
identical the two resolutions, and both instructions 
are given keep construction costs minimum and 
use local building materials much possible. 


Salaries 


substantial salary increase for primary and secondary 
school personnel, July was announced 
resolution the Council Ministers the June issue 
Glos Nauczycielski (Warsaw), joint publication 
the Ministry Education and the Association Polish 
Teachers. The size the increase varies with the indi- 
vidual teacher’s administrator’s academic qualifications. 
Thus, instructors with university degrees were entitled 
much 31-34.5 percent boost pay, teachers with 
two years study beyond the secondary school level 
26.7-31.4 percent, and those who have only completed 
their secondary school from 14.5 percent. 

The resolution also contains details uniform sys- 
tem promotion for academic personnel, excluding those 
engaged institutions higher learning such univer- 
The decision stipulates that there will three 
automatic advancements, with the first due after three 
years, the second six years later, and the third after an- 
other six years. Furthermore, the case with pay boosts 
for old teachers, new instructors will favored they 
hold degrees higher than the secondary school certificate. 
That is, persons now entering the profession will guar- 
anteed base pay percent higher than that the lowest 
category they have university degree, and percent 
higher they have completed two-year course addition 
their secondary school. If, for example, teacher with 
university degree and two years experience earned 7000 
year the past, now entitled least 9170 
percent increase), and this new minimum for 
college-trained personnel would exceed the base pay (as 
represented wages for persons holding only secondary 
school certificate) least percent. 


Further incentives for higher academic standards and 
better performance are: provision which stipulates 
that teachers and administrators who improve their qualifi- 
cations will have the right receive pensions exclusively 
the basis the highest degree obtained, and pro- 
vision which makes possible for the “efficient” teacher 
better both his status and salary faster than allowed for 
the clause dealing with automatic advancement. The 
decree allows for promotions take place the beginning 
every month—an improvement over past procedure 
whereby promotions could obtained only the be- 
ginning and middle cach calendar year. 

The resolution also takes into consideration the fact 
that, because overwork, the teacher often unable 
supplement his meager income taking extra work— 
common, and necessary, practice throughout the Satellite 
area. Henceforth, teachers will receive compensation for 
correcting students’ work. The pay will based hours 
class work, that, for instance, instructor Polish 
the 5th, 6th and 7th grades will receive automatic 
increase zlotys (worth about one loaf bread) for 
every class hour teaching. 


Cultural Congress 


Congress the Association Polish Writers was 
convoked June 1954, for the purpose discussing 
Communist literary achievements and goals. Prior the 
Congress, Polish literary magazines contained numerous 
statements various authors criticizing the nation’s post- 
war literature standardized, dull, schematic and super- 
ficial. This criticism was line with recent promises 
that the future art would more individualistic, free 
and “humane.” significant development this criticism 
was attack against the method “Socialist realism” 
which, was claimed, had failed catch the fancy the 
public and, above all, exert influence youth. 
These deliberations were interrupted Minister for Cul- 
ture and Arts Wlodzimierz Sokorski who, speaking June 
about the session the Council for Culture and Art, 
made clear that attacks against “Socialist realism” 
itself would permitted and that critical discussions had 
been carried too far. With perfect illogic, Sokorski then de- 
clared that bureaucratic administration must not al- 
lowed hamper artistic creativity and that artistic form 
must not sacrificed even though content was para- 
mount importance. “Only the right artistic form,” 
said, “can insure effect the spectator which conforms 
with our ideological purposes.” However, Sokorski con- 
demned not only “soulless administration” but also “liberal 
aesthetes and false who had used the oppor- 
tunity for criticism recommend retreat from “Social- 
ist realism.” quoted Radio Warsaw, June said: 


“The isolated cases soulless administration consti- 
tute serious error similar the toleration art which 
poor artistic qualities, imbued with rigidity and 
ideologically untrue. But the attempt exploit this 


(Continued page 55) 
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Collective Leadership 


The jollowing speech collective leadership was made Bulgarian Premier Vulko 
Chervenkov January 26, 1954, prior the Sixth Party Congress. Although delivered 
January, the speech was not published until three months later, when appeared 
the April issue the Party review, Novo Vreme. 


“In its aim strengthen collectivity the work the 
Party and Central the Politburo has sub- 
mitted for discussion ard decision the plan abolish 
the post Secretary General, which neither necessary 
[nor line with] Party tradition. The Party and Central 
Committee are unified and united the basis Marxism- 
person with the title ‘Secretary General.’ The title 
‘Secretary General’ signifies more rights compared with 
the title Secretary. practice, the title Secretary 
This circumstance helps create and spread the practice 
the cult personality, which harmful and alien Marx- 
ism. For leadership work the Central Committee 
three four secretaries are sufficient, one whom will 
First Secretary. For the work the Politburo, the latter 
could alone select one its members. 

“The Politburo proposes the Plenum the Central 
Committee that discuss and accept the resignation 
Comrades Vulko Chervenkov, Georgi Chankov and Raiko 
Damianov from their posts—the first General’ 
the Central Committee and the other two ‘secretaries’ 
the Central Committee—in order: discontinue the 
practice centralizing many duties one person, 
cumstance which hinders the strengthening collectivity 
the leadership and work the Central Committee, and 
give these Comrades the opportunity centralize 
their work the Council Ministers. 

“The proposal made the Politburo was aimed fur- 
ther strengthening collective Party leadership and inculcat- 
ing more persistently Lenin’s principles for Party 
fighting vanguard the working people, tie more 
closely the people, purify its ranks and improve ideol- 
ogy. Allow add that this task cannot fulfilled 
not definitely, once and for all, uproot the harmful 

“What the cult personality? 

“It when the personality constantly praised, when 
raised above the collective, when all merits, wisdom, per- 
fection and omnipotence are ascribed it, when the indi- 
vidual does, decides and knows all, when nothing happens 
without him—that is, when the personality more less 
raised deity. Something similar achieved when, for 
instance, all our propaganda media daily praise me, call 
actions ‘historic,’ ‘significant,’ ‘wise,’ ‘brilliant,’ etc. 
mention name and all titles every hour the 
hour, have picture the newspapers 
cals, etc. 

“The same impression created when all reports and 
promises the working people and Party organizations 


are addressed only personally, and not the Central 
Committee and the Government; when busts are 
shown public places; when name continually ap- 
plauded meetings and demonstrations. 

“We are obliged respect the confidence Party 
members and workers us, the leading Party cadres. 
However, does all this have something common with 
real respect? The great significance the activity 
leading Party, political and State workers has nothing 
common with the masses’ servility towards the personality. 

“Comrades, the cult the personality, even when the 
fetishism weakens the faith the masses their own 
strength, makes them dependent the individual, the 
‘hero.’ The practice the cult personality even more 
harmful when refers leaders and workers who are 
less great. such cases the cult personality could 
create artificial situation and open the doors distor- 
tions even more widely. 

“The cult personality minimizes the significance 
and the role the Party; not the individual, but the Party 
and collective should praised; hinders strengthen- 
ing collective leadership the Party; not the individual, 
but the collective, the guarantee for the correctness 
Party line and policy; hampers criticism and self- 
criticism; destroys initiative. The cult personality 
also sign weakness, manifestation the helpless- 
ness and distrust the strength the Party and people. 

will take the liberty say that personally often 
have attempted stop our press and propaganda 
from the harmful practice praising personality. More 
than once did raise the question the Politburo and 
even wrote officially that impudent tolerate the ap- 
pearance busts and statues living political leaders 
public places. the beginning the year proposed 
the Politburo and the Council Ministers that all busts 
removed and their sale forbidden. proposal, 
however, was rejected. Now understand why efforts 
failed. They failed because did not take strict measures 
punish and dismiss those who, despite protest, con- 
tinued spread the cult This cult 
like malignant growth the Party’s face—a growth 
which tried conceal, which frowned and 
threatened but did not remove. Now are going cut 
off the roots. 

Marxist-Leninist ideological and political level leading 
Party cadres, unfolding criticism and self-criticism 
Party leadership, attracting all working people criti- 
cism work shortcomings and fully developing the cre- 
ative activity Party organizations and the people. 
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opportunity criticism individual works art for 
general attack our overall directive Socialist 
realism art was incorrect and has shown the ideolog- 
ical instability some critics. must always re- 
membered that the fight waged against erroneous mani- 
festations our cultural life should help lay the 
foundation the Socialist idea art and not bar the 
way the development Socialist art. should help 
spread the concepts Marxist aesthetics. The de- 
liberations the Eleventh Session helped elab- 
orate the direction our attack against errors 
rigidity, varnishing and bossing, well against the 
designs so-called aesthetics and liberals, false prophets 
the retreat from the direction taken hitherto.” 


Sokorski’s speech was intended warn critics and writ- 
ers that deviation from Communist cultural prescrip- 
tions would tolerated. the Congress itself this theme 
was reiterated and emphasis was placed the role 
writers developing “Socialist society.” General Secre- 
tary the Polish Writers’ Union, Jerzy Putrament, lauded 
the literature “Socialist which had been devel- 
oped particularly during the last five years and claimed 
that the past four years the situation Polish literature 
has been better than any time the nation’s history. 
quoted Radio Warsaw, June said: 


“It not difficult find the reason for this. The 
revolution taking place Poland and the new social 
system which rules this country are the basic and 
decisive factors behind the development our litera- 
ture. only People’s Poland that books really can 
reach the masses. Only the closest possible link between 
the writer and the masses enables him produce works 
which are true and really great.” 


Secretary the Party Central Committee Edward 
Ochab emphasized the importance literature 
ideological weapon which shapes the “social consciousness 
the Summing industrial, cultural and social 
past years, Ochab claimed: see that 
our wtiters have played small part both directly and 
indirectly helping build new system social justice 
bringing liberation the working man and all man- 
kind.” These two speeches served illustrate that the 
Communist writer’s chief task Poland remains the popu- 
larization the Party line and that any radical degree 
liberalism individualism writing does not this time 
form part Communist plans. 


Declaration the Polish Episcopate 


May Radio Warsaw broadcast statement the 
Polish Episcopate which demanded that the weapons 
atomic, hydrogen and bacteriological warfare “categor- 
ically prohibited international law, just they have 
been banned moral law.” The statement was signed 
the Most Reverend Zygmunt Choromanski, secretary 
the Conference the Polish Episcopate. The 400-word 
declaration made four main points. The first was that the 
Polish bishops considered duty voice opposition 


The man who cites texts. 


Szpilki (Warsaw), October 11, 1953 


A-H bomb war and reaffirm the necessity solving 
justly and peacefully disagreements among nations.” The 
second was that the Pope had recently “declared himself 
favor averting and eliminating atomic, biological and 
chemical war” and that the position the Polish bishops 
was identical with that the Holy Father. The third 
was that their voicing demand for peaceful settlement 
international tensions was consistent with the desires 
the entire Polish nation. The fourth point was that the 
“attempts once again arm revisionist Germany” consti- 
tuted threat international peace. 

The statement the Polish bishops outwardly con- 
sistent with the declarations the Pope “ABC” war 
with this one exception: Where the Pope has qualified his 
statement concerning the conducting atomic-hydrogen 
bomb war, the Polish declaration contained such ex- 
plicit modification. The Pope’s qualification has been that 
while every means should sought avoid “ABC” war, 
the means themselves had consistent with the prin- 
ciple legitimate self-defense. 

The statement, mentioned, was signed only 
Bishop Choromanski. There was Polish press coverage 
the event other than the presentation the text, nor 
was there any story before after May explaining how 
the declaration happened have been made and the cir- 
cumstances leading its formulation. appeared two 
days before the Communist “World Peace Council” 
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ended its sessions Berlin with resolution calling for 
the prohibition weapons mass destruction. 

The statement recalls one which Bishop Choromanski 
made early 1952, when affirmed his willingness 
sign the Stockholm Peace Pledge and said that the Polish 
Episcopate and the parish clergy would both sign the 
pledge and collect signatures for it. Both statements have 
been broad enough not compromise the Episcopate 
questions basic principle. 

The Communist campaign against the Church Po- 
land not only being continued, but the present declara- 
tion the Episcopate indicates that even greater State 
pressures are being brought bear since the Com- 
munist removal Primate Cardinal Wyzynski. 


Agriculture 


July meeting the plenum the Party’s 
Central Committee, resolution was adopted “the cul- 
tivation fallow lands and the improved husbandry 
meadows and pastures.” According Trybuna Ludu 
(Warsaw) July implementation the decision re- 
quires that: during 1954-56 all fallow land (either 
not bearing regular crops not cultivated the owners) 
brought under cultivation; the granting “acts 
ownership” peasants completed; steps taken 
considerably increase the productivity meadows and 
grazing lands, and the “widened plan for improvement 
meadows and grazing lands” for the coming year 
implemented. 

Speaking the necessity for immediate and forceful 
action the resolution, Central Committee member 
Zenon Nowak stated that: 


“By the end 1953, about 400,000 hectares were lying 
fallow and about 350,000 hectares were uncultivated, 
mainly the East. This was partly the result the me- 
dieval system cultivation still being applied, par- 
ticularly the Bialystok Province. The remaining 
thousands hectares consisted land without regular 
users. Part this land, over 190,0Q0 hectares, was 
brought under cultivation the first half 1954. 

“Apart from the good areas, the fallow land doubt 
includes the poorer types soil which, begin with, 
might give poor crops. But even with low yields, 
could get additional 500,000 tons grain year. 


Referring “key problems” regards the cultivation 
fallow land and what called their “rational hus- 
bandry,” Nowak stated that, first all, there must “an 
increased sense responsibility Party organs and na- 
tional councils for the conditions agriculture their 
territories.” The Communist official also stated that “suit- 
able conditions” for the liquidation fallow land must 
created. These conditions include—according the reso- 
lution—help for State Farms, which were assigned the 
leading role the cultivation large areas “insufficiently 
settled.” The measure provides for State Farms take 


over areas fallow land larger than 100 hectares. New 
State farms, created the process, will allotted suf- 
ficient amount machines well expert personnel. 
The resolution also provides for action kolkhozes 
which, subject membership approval, will given 
neighboring land from the State fund (for permanent cul- 
tivation) “uncultivated, semi-cultivated deserted” 
private land (for “temporary” cultivation defined any 
period over three years). 

The regime, however, not relying exclusively the 
“socialized sector.” Inducements are also given 
the individual farmers’ help. discussing the problem 
ownership land, the measure specifically stipluates that 
the “inviolability” its use must assured. Furthermore, 
though terms for small and medium farmers were not 
favorable those extended kolkhozes and sovkhozes, 
they will have the right receive land from the State fund 
for period not less than five years. 


Collectivization 


Overall regime agricultural policies seem entail 
present simultaneous expansion the “socialized sector” 


and wooing small and medium individual farmers. 
The latest regime press comments the subject indicate 


that Party members are unable grasp the meaning 


this policy and not know what do. result, 
though collectivization has apparently continued recently, 
has the process kolkhoz dissolution, and consequently 
there has been slackening the rate increase the 
last few months. According Radio Warsaw July 
20, there were 9,037 collectives that time. April 25, 
1954, Trybuna Ludu reported that 685 kolkhozes had 
been formed between January and March 31, 1954. 
the end March there were therefore 8,735 collectives, 
since the end 1953 there had been 8,050 kolkhozes, 
according the January 24-31, 1954 issue Chlopska 
Droga (Warsaw). 

That this relative stagnation collectivization not 


what the regime had planned made amply clear 


lead article the June Nowe Drogi issue. Wladyslaw 
Dworokpwski, Secretary the Party’s Central Committee 
and author the attack, stated that: 


tives more quickly, and not just 

“As known, there were cases violation the 
principle the voluntary formation collec- 
tives. After the discovery and criticism these mis- 
takes the Central Committee some [Party] organi- 
zations switched sectarianism and opportunistic inac- 
tion, and instead correcting mistakes and changing 
methods they slowed down the further development 
tendencies toward the type self-protection expressed 
the principle foreign all communists: ‘If less, 
then commit less mistakes. 


Recent and Related 


Management the Industrial Firm 
the USSR: Study Soviet Economic 
Planning, David Granick (Columbia: 
$5.00). From the vantage point in- 
dividual firm management heavy in- 
dustry, the author explores various facets 
the problem industrial planning 
the Soviet Union: characteristics 
the managerial non-administrative 
influences management, criteria for 
managerial “success” non-capitalist 
society, and how get effective guidance 
and integration from the top means 
the “plan.” initiative 
from below. One conclusion: the plan- 
ners have left major entrepreneurial 
powers the individual plant executive. 
Twenty-one-page bibliography. 


Russia, Poland and the West, Wac- 
law Lednicki (Roy: $5.00). Through the 
medium series essays the lit- 
erary and cultural life Russia and 
Poland the nineteenth and early twen- 
tieth centuries, the author attempts 
West. The conflicting forces Euro- 
peanization and Slavophilia are traced 
the works the great Russian writers 
and poets. The comparison and interac- 
tion and Russian and Polish thought 
seen focussing the great conflict be- 
tween Eastern and Western ideologies. 


Minerals, Key Soviet Power, 
Demitri Shimkin (Harvard: $8.00). 
study Soviet mineral resources and 
technology covering the period 1926-50. 
Main emphasis placed detailed 
survey the major groups minerals 
terms production, foreign trade. 
consumption utilization patterns, 
and known and possible reserves, with 
short summary Satellite output and 
reserves each group. The final chap- 
ters deal with the potential expansion 
and technological development Rus- 
sia’s mineral position, and the overall 
outlook for self-sufficiency the fulfill- 
ment her industrial and military goals. 
Twenty-six-page bibliography. 

Tito’s Promised Land: Yugoslavia, 
Alex Dragnich (Rutgers, $5.75). The 
author spent the years 
Yugoslavia and returned briefly 1952. 
his own observations and 
Communist rise power, analyzes the 
structure and methods their govern- 
ment, and evaluates the results ten 


years Party rule all the sectors 
national life. discusses changes 
internal and foreign policy brought 
about Tito’s break with the Comin- 
and the effects and wisdom 
American aid. the past and for the 
future, regime which estimates 
opposed percent its citizens. 
Estonia: Reference Book, Villibald 
Raud (Nordic Press: $2.50). After 
brief treatment Estonia’s early history. 
the author devotes the bulk this study 
its political, economic 
life during the years independence, 
with primary emphasis detailed 
analysis all phases economic life. 
The Soviet invasion described, and 
the years Soviet rule are evaluated 
terms the effects 
the predicament the worker, and the 
standard living. 

How Strong Russia: Geographic 
Appraisal, George Cressy (Syra- 
cuse: $3.00). brief survey the geo- 
graphic determinants Russia’s long- 
range potentialities world power. 
evaluation the land characteristics 
and usability, natural resources, climate. 
industrial and agricultural development, 
etc., leads the author the view that 
the permanent physical limitations 
this cold, dry, and landlocked continent 
will prevent from ever equalling the 
achievements the West. 


Christianity, Communism and History, 
William Hordern (Abingdon: $2.50). 
comparison Christianity and Com- 
munism the basis doctrine, chiefly 
their differing views the meaning and 
importance history. The radical sects 
the Reformation, with their concern 
with social problems, are seen coming 
the closest the Communist position and 
the same time embodying Christian- 
strongest weapons refutation. and 
triumph over Communist ideology. 

The Midnight Patient, Egon Hos- 
tovsky (Appleton: novel, 
former Czechoslovak Ministry 
Foreign Affairs official now living 
exile, centers Czech psychoanalyst 
New York. both thriller cold 
war espionage and counter-espionage and 
probe the problems 
facing men who have fled from Commu- 
nist tyranny but must still deal with the 
political and moral challenge repre- 
sents, 
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Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe. The efforts are focused the captive countries 
Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the Committee counts among 
its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, journalists, political and 
economic experts, and men letters—who have escaped from the Com- 
munist enslavement their native lands. 


Free Europe Committee, Inc. 
110 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 19, 
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